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WalkingintheAncientIsraeliteSociety:

TheLiteraryStructureofProverbs１９:１５Ｇ２９and２２:１Ｇ１６
LeeSuiHung

Abstract: Proverbs (especiallychapters１０Ｇ２９) has been criticizedforitslack of
systematicstructureandforitslackofteachingsonGod􀆳sdeeds．Therefore,itisoftenignored
byChristiansandevenbyJews．Thispaperattemptstoexaminethestructureandoverall
messagesofProverbs１９:１５Ｇ２９and２２:１Ｇ１６bydrawingupanimaginativelayoutthrough
“associativethinking”．ItalsoattemptstoshowtheuniqueredactionofthisJewishclassic,

whichreflectsthesocialrealityobservedandguidestheyoungreadersofancientIsrael, who
livedinanunjustsociety,toactaccordingtoYHWH􀆳svaluesinordertoreceivehisblessings
andavoiddisasters．
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