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EarlyFrankfurtSchoolandJewishTradition
CHENYing

Abstract:TherelationshipbetweenearlyFrankfurtSchoolandJewishtraditionisanissue
deservingfurtherresearch．RegardingtheJewishidentityofthethinkersinearlyFrankfurt
School,theydemonstratetheirJewishnessinanonＧJewishway．Therelationshipbetween
earlyFrankfurtSchoolandJewishtraditionisembodiedinthecriticalspiritandthepursuitof
redemption．TheintermediacyofJewishidentityandtheboundarythinkinginJewishtradition
resultintheircriticalinterpretationofthetargetedcultureandvaluesystem．Suchcritical
dimensionisofstrongethicalandconstructivecolorsandisrepresentedinaredemptive

qualityinearly FrankfurtSchoolandJewishtradition．The GermanJewishscholarsin
FrankfurtSchooldelvesintothetranscendencewhichisusedtocastoffthelimitationsand

prejudicesimposed uponthem bythe modern society．Therelationship between early
FrankfurtSchoolandJewishtraditionistheone, essentially, betweencriticaltheoryand
Jewishtradition．Itisdirectedtowardstheredemptivedimensionincriticalthinkingand
criticalorientationinredemptivethinking．
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