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HU Hao, LIUWeiranandZHAOJiancheng(trans．)

Abstract: ConservativeJudaismisareligiousmovementthatdevelopedprimarilyinthe
UnitedStates,inheritingthespiritandtraditionoftheGermanpositivistＧhistoricalschool

pioneeredbyFrankel, emphasizinga moderate, eclectic, andcautiousreform．Foralong
time, The Conservatives did notissue aformalcreedlikethe Reform, becausethe
ConservativesbelievedthatititselfrepresentedtheclassicaltraditionofJudaismanddidnot
needtobefurtherelaboratedwithacreed．Moreover,ConservativeJudaismfearedthatissuing
aunified platform orstatement mightcause divisions and tensions between different
conservativeideas．However, theavoidanceofselfＧdefinition hasledtoalack ofselfＧ
confidenceamongsomeConservativeJewsincompetitionwithReformandOrthodox, who
increasinglywanttoknow “whatConservativeJudaism is”．In１９８５, theConservatives
establisheda Committee on Conservative Philosophical Thought, composed ofrabbis,

scholars, andlaymen, with the aim of working together on the basic elements and
fundamentalideasofConservativeJudaism．In１９８８, TheJewishTheologicalSeminaryof
America, TheRabbinicalAssembly, UnitedSynagogueofAmerica, Women􀆳sLeaguefor
ConservativeJudaism, FederationofJewishMen􀆳sClubs,andotherConservativeinstitutions

jointlyissuedTruthandFaith:AStatementofPrinciplesforConservativeJudaism, which
systematicallyexplainsConservativeJudaism􀆳sviewsonGod,revelation, Halakhah (Jewish
law),theJewishpeople,theStateofIsrael,interfaithrelations,socialjustice, women,the
Jewishhome, Tefillah (prayer), Talmud Torah (Jewishstudies), andarangeofother
issues,andsetsforthstandardsfortheidealConservativeJew．Althoughthestatementdoes
notworktowardaunified,setＧinＧstoneviewofConservativeJudaism,itnonethelessservesto
someextenttoguideandadvancethedevelopmentoftheConservativemovementandtounite
ConservativeJews．
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