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(1)Suppose that God does not necessarily exist or, equivalently, God



can be conceived not to exist.

(2)But according to ax 7,if a thing can be conceived not toexist,its
essence does not involve existence.

(3)So God’s essence does not involve existence.

(4)But God is substance(def 6)and so,by p 7,

(5) Existence belongs to the nature of God, that is, God’s essence
involves existence.

(6)however, (5) contradicts (3).

(7) Hence, God necessarily exists (or cannot be conceived notto
exist).
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(1)God, by def 3,is substance consisting of infinite attributes.
(2)Existence belongs to the nature of substance.
(3)Hence,existence belongs to the nature of God.
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INRE B3 “FEAR LAY 77 307 ( Via eminentiae “the way of eminence”) 5t

The way in which one may arrive positively at the discernment that
God is,and to some extent what God is; contrast via negativa.
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And so,Lord,do thou,who dost give understanding to faith,give me,
so far as thou knowest it to be profitable, to understand that thou art as
we believe; and that thou art that which we believe. And, indeed, we
believe that thou art a being than which nothing greater can be conceived.
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(1)who dost give understanding to faith

(2)to understand that thou art as we believe

(3)thou art that which we believe
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