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FromJewishPriesttoRomanHistorian:OnJosephus􀆳sGodＧHistoricalViewpoint
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Abstract:Josephuswasa１stcenturyJewishpriestwhotookpartinthegreatJewish
revoltandbecameaRomanhistorianindeferencetotheRomansandtheRomancitizenship．
TheJewish WarandJewish Antiguitiesbecameoneofthe mostimportantsourcesof
informationabouttheJewishwarandtheearlyJewsinthefirstcenturyAD．Josephus􀆳swork
wasgenerallytruthseeking,withreferencestoreligioustextssuchastheBible,reportedon
earlyJudaism,andaccountsofChristianfiguressuchasJesus,Pilate,andJames,provided
themostimportantbackgroundinformationabouttheNewTestamenteraandbecamethekey
historicaldataoftheNewTestamentera．Josephus􀆳sworkwascharacteristicallyutilitarianin
thatheintroducedtheJewstotheGrecoRomanworldandactivelydefendedRomanrule．
JosephuswasthefirstRomanhistoriantoputforwardatheosophicalviewofhistory,

constructedtheJewishcreationmyth, becamethefirsttheosophicaldeclarationinRoman
Times, andconstructedalinearconceptoftimeandtheembryonicform ofhistorical
development,itprovidedanewparadigmforthewritingofRomanhistoryandbecamethe
sourceofChristianhistoriography．
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