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The“abhijñā” ConceptofBuddhismandItsHistoricalEvolution
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Abstract:Thephenomenonof“abhijñā”(supernaturalpower)constitutesanintegralpart
oftheBuddhistculturalsystem．Forthenatureandstatusofthephenomenonof“abhijñā”,

Buddhismhasmadethejudgmentbythewayofpratyātmādhigama(internalselfＧproving),

thattheybelongtotheaccompanyingphenomenonintheprocessofBuddhistpractice,which
isthesecondthingcomparedwiththeperfectwisdomtoultimatenirvana．Inthehistoryofthe
developmentofBuddhism, thepracticeof “abhijñā” adapttotheculturaltraditionsof
differentsocietiesandbecomeadynamicintrinsicfactorintheBuddhistculturalcontext,but
theirinfluencewillbelimitedbythespecificculturalenvironment．Asaspecialmanifestation
ofreligiousexperience,thepracticeof“abhijñā”inBuddhismleadspractitionerstoamore
transcendentlife goal, thatis, human sublimation and enlightenment．Buddhism􀆳s
understandingofthephenomenonof “abhijñā” reflectsthehighwisdom ofhumanselfＧ
cognition,anditstillhasthoughtＧprovokingsignificanceandindeliblecognitivevalueinthe
contemporaryera．
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