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TheJewishExile—AJewishAverroisticResponsetoMaimonides
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Abstract:Jewishexileistraditionallyperceivedasadivinepunishmentresultingfromthe
Jews􀆳disobediencetoGod􀆳swill．EvenMaimonidesandtheJewishrationalistswhoattempted
tonaturalizethistraditionalviewdidnotbreakfromtheclassicalparadigmoftheJewishexile
resultingfromtheJewishpeople􀆳stransgression．AccordingtoMaimonides􀆳view,theJews
wereexiledfromtheirhomelandbecausetheyengagedinastrologicalpractices,which,inhis
view,areforbiddenbyJewishlaw．Asaconsequence,theyfailedtodeveloppropermilitary
strategies．InthispaperIwishtopresentIsaacPolqar􀆳snaturalisticview,whichdeviatesfrom
thenaturalisticexplanationprovidedbyMaimonidesandothers．AccordingtoPolqartheJews
wereexiledfromtheirlandbecausetheystrictlyobeyedGod􀆳scommandments．Observing
thesecommandmentsresultedintheJewsbehavingethicallytowardsothersandamong
themselves．Thenations,ontheotherhand, werenotboundbyGod􀆳scommandments,and
thereforelackednormsthatwouldpreventthemfromtreatingothersinanunethicalmanner．
Giventheirethicalcode, theJewswereaparticularlyeasytargetforthenationswho,

unconstrainedbyethicalconsiderations,couldconquer,oppress,andexilethem．
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