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IdolatryasMetaphor: HolocaustWritinginCynthiaOzick􀆳sTheShawl
CHENYing　YUAN Haotian

Abstract:ContemporaryAmericanJewishwriterCynthiaOzickadvocatesantiＧidolatryas
ameansofsafeguardingJewishtradition．However,theimaginativepowerembodiedinpagan
idolatryispreciselythesoilin whichliterarycreationisbornandextended．Whenthe
combinationofJewishidentityandherliterarycreationcreatesatensionwiththeoxymoronic
feature, Ozickinevitablyneedstoutilize metaphorsto manifestherliterarypursuitsand
religiousassertations．ThispaperarguesthatOzickpresentsthreetypesofidolatryinThe
Shawlwiththe“shawl”asanidol, whichismanifestedintheformofmetaphor．Meanwhile,

Ozickassociatesidolatry withthe HolocaustasanexpressionofherreflectiononJewish
traditionandmodernity．
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