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FromJewishSensibilitytoMessianism:TheJewishPerspectiveofErnstBloch􀆳sPhilosophy
SUNKejia　CHENYing

Abstract:ErnstBloch,asanimportantGermanＧJewishphilosopherofthe２０thcentury,

haslongseentheJewishdimensionofhisthoughtoverlookedinacademia．Thispaper
examinesBloch􀆳sJewishidentityandhisuniqueinterpretationofthemessianicconcept,

revealinghowJewishSensibilitypermeateshisutopianphilosophyandeschatology．Growing
upinGermanyattheturnofthecentury, Bloch􀆳sintellectualformationwasinfluencedby
Zionism, gradually breakingfreefrom theconstraintsof Enlightenmentand Bildung
rationalityandturningtowardamessianismimbuedwitheschatologicalovertones．InBloch􀆳s

philosophy, messianism manifestsinthreekeytraits: dialecticalunity (restorativeand
utopianimpulses),acatastrophiceschatology,andananarchisttendency．ThesecharacteＧ
risticsshapehisontologyof“notＧyetＧbeing” (NochＧNichtＧSein)andrevolutionaryutopianism,

whichemphasizestheredemptionofanewworldthroughthedestructionoftheoldorder．
Bloch􀆳sconceptionoftheMessiahnotonlycritiquescapitalismandtheEnlightenmentnotion
ofprogressbutalsohighlightshumanagencyandemancipatorypotentialwithintheJewish
tradition．ThispaperarguesthatthetrajectoryfromJewishSensibilityto Messianismis
centraltounderstandingBloch􀆳sthought, demonstratinghowJewishtraditionprofoundly
influencesmoderncriticaltheoryinthetensionbetweenhopeandreality．
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