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NationalNarrativesintheArena:

TheConstructionofJewishNationalIdentitythroughInternationalSportingEvents
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Abstract:TraditionalJewshavebeenextremelyhostiletowardssports．However, with
theriseofJewishnationalisminthelate１９thcentury,Jewsbegantochangetheirattitude
towardssports,viewingitasanimportanttoolfornationaleducationandtheconstructionofa
nationalstate．In１９３２, Jewsorganisedtheirownregionalsportsevent—the Maccabiah
Games．Overtime,thescaleoftheMaccabiahGamescontinuedtoexpand,anditsinfluence

grewsteadily．In１９５１, Israelofficiallybecamea memberoftheInternationalOlympic
CommitteeandestablishedtheIsraeliNationalOlympicCommittee．Sincethe１９５２Helsinki
Olympics,IsraelhasactivelyparticipatedineverysubsequentSummerOlympics．Overall,

Israelhasachievedextraordinarysignificancethroughitsactiveparticipationinandhostingof
internationalsportseventsintermsofreinforcinginternationalrecognitionofitssovereign
stateidentity,alleviatinggeopoliticaltensions, enhancingthesocialstatusofwomen, and
showcasingthesecularcharacteristicsofamodernnation．However,internationalsportseventsalso
exhibitnegativecharacteristicssuchasethnicchauvinism, militarisedmanagement,andconstraints
imposedbytraditionalvaluesintheconstructionofJewishnationalidentity．
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