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Abstract:IsaacPolqar,theJewishAverroistfromthefourteenthcentury,isperceivedto
beoneofthemostradicaldefendersofAverroes,oftentimesdirectlycriticizingMaimonides．
Onetopicinwhichhedeviatesfromhistwoteachers, AverroesandMaimonides,istheway
heperceivesthedichotomybetweenthecharactertraitsofphilosopherandthecharactertraits
oftheprophet．AccordingtotheMaimonidean, Averroist,andAvicennianview,theprophet
attainsthehighestintellectuallevel,forhereceivesemanationsfromtheActiveIntellectonto
bothhisintellectualfacultyandhispowerofimagination．Inthissense,forboth, Averroes
andMaimonides,everyprophetisnecessarilyaphilosopher．Polqar,whoanticipatesSpinoza􀆳s
distinctionbetweenaphilosopherandaprophet,separatestherealmofphilosophyfromthe
realmofprophecy; whilethephilosopherreceivestheemanationfromtheActiveIntellect
directlyontohisintellectualfaculty,theprophet,ontheotherhand,receivestheemanation
ontohispowerofimagination, “skipping”hisintellectualfaculty．Thisdichotomybetweena

philosopherandaprophetwouldimplythattheultimateman,thephilosopher,inPolqar􀆳s
view,whoisengagedinthetheoreticalsciencesandconjoinswiththeActiveIntellect,unlike
theprophet,isgoverned．
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