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WritingsoftheWesternCivilizationDilemmaReflectedintheInteractionof
AmericanJewishCommunitiesinMr．Sammler􀆳sPlanet

LIDong
Abstract:ThedistinctGermanJewsandEasternEuropeanJewsintheculturalgeography

ofManhattan, NewYork,arethetwomajorJewishgroupsthatBellowfocusesoninMr．
Sammler􀆳sPlanet．Theauthoremphasizesthe“vice”oftheformer,stressingthe“goodness”

ofthelatter．Inaddition, Bellow, byunderliningtheethical “chaos” causedby moral
corrosionoftheformeruponthelatter, notonlyreproducesthehistoricalrealityofthe
interactionbetweenthetwomajorJewishcommunities,butalsofundamentallyconcernsthe
“disorder”dilemmapresentedbyAmerican (Western)societyinthe１９６０s．Bellowbelieved
thattheJewishＧEnlightenmentＧliberatedGermanJewsweretheJewishrepresentativesofthe
WesternEnlightenment,andtheirpursuitof“individuality”couldeasilyleadto “chaos”and
“disorder”．Therefore, BellowlabeledGermanJewsas “evil”andultimatelyhintedatthe
reasonswhyWesterncivilizationwasintroublein１９６０s．
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