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@ Leonard Dinnerstein, Anti-Semitism in America, 35.
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@ Walter Laqueur, The Changing Face of Anti-Semitism From Ancient Times to the Present Day
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@ 2 Donald S. Strong, Organized Anti-Semitism in America: The Rise of Group Prejudice
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AFEVEHT DS &, TAE 20 4D 30 SR, = K 5% BV WEIE IR 2 14 2 Sl a7 4
SEVRETR R B A S O R5 I AEAR R A = K e (4 S L T 2 E &
BV ARSI S A . EAREZH, = K R ESEURANEALE—IBEL
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@ Richard T. Schaefer, Racial and Ethnic Groups (New York: Harper Collins College Publishers,
1996), 403.

@ Beth S. Wenger, New York Jews and the Great Depression ( New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1996), 23.

@ Carey McWilliams, A Mask for Privilege: Anti-Semitism in America, 135.
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©® £}, Marcia Graham Synnott, “The Half-Opened Door: Discrimination and Admissions at
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Study on Anti-Semitism in the Times of the American Economic Crisis, 1929-1933
GAO Longbin CHENG Weiyi

Abstract; The development of anti-Semitism in the United States has profound historical
roots. The resurgence of anti-Semitism, spurred on by the economic crisis of 1929-1933,
became a direct reflection of the social unrest and economic difficulties of the time. The
economic crisis served as a catalyst to exacerbate the existing anti-Semitic prejudices, which
made anti-Semitism in this period characterized by complexity, expansion, extremism,
organization, and the fusion of multiple extremist ideas. Archives from the American Jewish
Committee, such as “The Silver Shirts, Their History, Founders, and Activities,” “The
Influence of Hitlerism in the United States,” and “Report of William Dudley Pelley,” are
important for understanding the background, founders, and anti-Semitic activities of anti-
Semitic organizations during this period. The Jewish Intelligence Agency’s reports help to
understand the emergence of anti-Semitic voices in local legislatures and governments in the
United States. Other social groups discriminated against Jews to varying degrees in different
fields, which worsened the living conditions of the Jewish community and directly contributed
to the development of the Jewish left-wing movement.

Key Words: Anti-Semitism, Jew, Economic Crisis
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From Jewish Sensibility to Messianism: The Jewish Perspective of Ernst Bloch’s Philosophy
SUN Kejia CHEN Ying

Abstract; Ernst Bloch, as an important German-Jewish philosopher of the 20th century,
has long seen the Jewish dimension of his thought overlooked in academia. This paper
examines Bloch’s Jewish identity and his unique interpretation of the messianic concept,
revealing how Jewish Sensibility permeates his utopian philosophy and eschatology. Growing
up in Germany at the turn of the century, Bloch’s intellectual formation was influenced by
Zionism, gradually breaking free from the constraints of Enlightenment and Bildung
rationality and turning toward a messianism imbued with eschatological overtones. In Bloch’s
philosophy, messianism manifests in three key traits: dialectical unity ( restorative and
utopian impulses), a catastrophic eschatology, and an anarchist tendency. These characte-
ristics shape his ontology of “not-yet-being” (Noch-Nicht-Sein) and revolutionary utopianism,
which emphasizes the redemption of a new world through the destruction of the old order.
Bloch’s conception of the Messiah not only critiques capitalism and the Enlightenment notion
of progress but also highlights human agency and emancipatory potential within the Jewish
tradition. This paper argues that the trajectory from Jewish Sensibility to Messianism is
central to understanding Bloch’s thought, demonstrating how Jewish tradition profoundly
influences modern critical theory in the tension between hope and reality.

Key Words: Bloch, Jewish Sensibility, Messianism, Utopianism, Eschatology
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xR BE, MR R P R A
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“ERupE 2N TE SRR DA (Israelites) VE R, “Hr
RN S ALAIEAZ” (Muskeljudentum ) B9 F & e 20 5 Kph il <} " 58 2
(O j7 , 7R S A 2 s AW TR AR 74, E XN S 2 R A A
BhREEsEA/RBEINAEENEZE T E, S5l - #%/KiE (Max Nordau) 7F
1898 5w K E H = W F RS ARG R T NI KEH#IE, BER
B RE NS S B AT LR ER AN IR ERD.C “HFik
AN HEBIE R 5 KER S LN E AN ZINREI G IE R T 8RS X
PG A5 (R BAREE SR S INE Z Bl B R B LK S E 2 SO IR

BEEIRARAKNOEARES TR Z— @
LETENEAR AR ARIEIANR R -, 2R E T30 L% il
105 SRR AT B R AN R @ X — 3G A H A I AT 53 4588 7R 3

O “PLEFI N (Israelite) 8 5“7 (A6 A" (Hebrews) LA N7 (Jew) 386 T, {H B AR & ORI &
BEMME . DI SREZMEE TSR, E R A B m b, Ly s R — M HaE &
EBHEEIEG A IRFFI R G AR N TR AT H 5 —— R B 515 5 8 AR 8 “ A 12k N1
MR Z AR IR TR AR 2 AT R G RER, RAES 5 B BB AER S — I AN — i Ik
AR R XA PR DUE A5 22RO B TR RIE R A 5L, A0 SR BRTE T LB B H0A Ant K
Ho2h L B BRSO, RO SRR N TR i 57 2 8 J& M M AR 20 “ S5 0 IR BB B 04 7 I 2%k R 1
N7 ABATEBE E AR AN X — 4 E AR R, RTINS, EAARSIELAAN
(Gentiles) [X 2y i i i FH O B RR, th 2 B0 B B & M O FRIE . 2 L Graham Harvey, The True Israel :
Uses of the Names Jew, Hebrew , and Israel in Ancient Jewish and Early Christian Literature (Leiden:
Brill Publishers, 2001); Peter J. Tomson, “The Names Israel and Jew In Ancient Judaism and In the New
Testament,” Bijdragen 47 (February 1986);Paul Haupt, “Semites, Hebrews, Israelites, Jews,” The
Open Court (December 1918); Stephen J. Harris, “Anglo-Saxons, Israelites, Hebrews, And Jews,” in
Samantha Zacher, ed, Imagining the Jew in Anglo-Saxon Literature and Culture (Toronto:; University of
Toronto Press,2016) ,

@ 2], Yoav Dubinsky, Israel’s Use of Sports for Nation Branding and Public Diplomacy (Diss.
University of Tennessee, 2018), 30,

® ZJ Yotam Hotam, “‘ Re-orientation’ : Sport and the Transformation of the Jewish Body and
Identity,” Israel Studies 20 (February 2015), 53,

@  AESRWFTE R 2 L 5 Al Rengui , (“HREE A IR 5K RIE = X R ¥ 9 %E) [ The
Jerusalem School and the Construction of the Nationalist Historiography of the Jews], Tt & B s)
[World History],2020 %55 6 #] [ 2020, Issue 6 ;7 F4% Hao Zhongge, (F 2R IEE R B HRE 55t
KESEINFE Y8 ) [ The Compilation of the Hebrew Encyclopaedia and the Shaping of Jewish National
Identity ], T-(J5 5 2k 2% 7] B ) [ History Teaching],2022 4E28 2 #7 [2022, Issue 2];3K8% Zhang Xuan, (¥
TENE N N ARBEEWS B M%) [ The Construction of Jewish Identity and National
Imagination under the Influence of Mythological Narratives |, T {5 E % ) [ Journal of World Peoples
Studies],2024 545 5 1] [2024, Issue 5]; % %F Qin Xuan, (EAERIES XML TFH——B 5 /K - EHHYHE
P FE 5E IR ) [ Supernatural Characterisation and Cultural Roots: Michael Chabon’s Superhero
Narratives and Ethnic Identity], T({& H/ME1E Z X218 M Y[ Fudan Forum on Foreign Languages and
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WAEE VLN, ESNEAR AN IR KR T Z% T TREZHRE, Fla,
BRfAITER - 37 BHAL (Arieh Sclar) B9 50 DUR K B3R B 50 8 Hh DRI H S b &
M ONAR - AR (Nathan Abrams) DS MVE S AV A S, i TIRE 12
S5 AR EE S Z A A OFER - FIAKIT (Tony Collins) B 5% I &
FETRENIREAKZEE, MHEAART S5 RN SOE RN — 535 . © &1, X B i
GO e U B TR B B Bh R AR AR Bl A 75 T Y Zh g, 6 HAE S KRR I R 3
O E R SRS . 0 - BU%5 5 (Susana Hancock) FIRF 7T B, TIRE
ZEASRARRIEINR Z BRI R SRR R A E R (B E 2 RET
“HLARIE K 558 5 K =E X (Muscular Judaism) ,©
KEBNEAEZN LGS, CHEERAE RS, O ZUAR
BANFR E AR C ks 55 LM% - W40 (AlanBairner) BT 5 : “7E AN [

(ZEHTTE) Literature ], 2021 4E4 2 ] [2021, Issue 2738 4% Zhao Jing, T H# 3¢ Ning Ruiqin, ((S}E/R « f&
FER YR K 5 5 RGN R F (M K 2 22 W (3 224 2 B 2% D) ) [ Journal of Fuzhou University
(Philosophy and Social Sciences)],2023 455 3 # [2023, Issue 3];5K 4 Rl Zhang Jinfeng, ({ J}JE /K « {&
Bk yd g M " 4 5 5 3 ik JA] ) [ Jewish Landscapes and National Identity in Daniel Deronda], F( 4k
[E 32 )[ Foreign Literature], 2021 4E5% 4 ] [2021, Issue 4]; E# Wang Jing. (KJE Ric2 5 VL 5] R
NG % % W 8 /N — DU ZhE R I ) A 52 ) [ The Holocaust Memory and the Construction of
Israeli National Identity: A Study of Grossman's Novel A Horse Walks into a Bar], T ( #F E %)
[Foreign Literature],2019 4E4% 2 # [2019, Issue 2],

O W REIL R BRI RN PRI K ROE M E0 B R ) — S0 J RO Rk F 2 8
X—BUEGI AP EER,

@  Arieh Sclar,A Sport at Which Jews Excel : Jewish Basketball in American Society , 1900-1951
(New York: State University of New York at Stony Brook, 2008),

@ Nathan Abrams,“The Jew in the Gym: Judaism, Sports, and Athletics on Film,” in Leonard

Jay Greenspoon, ed, Jews in the Gym: Judaism, Sports, and Athletics (West Lafayette: Purdue
University Press, 2012) .,

@ Tony Collins, “Jews, Antisemitism. and Sports in Britain, 1900-1939,” in Michael Brenner and
Gideon Reuveni, eds. Emancipation through Muscles: Jews and Sports in Europe (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 2006),

® 2 W Susana Paton Hancock, The Legacy of Muscular Judaism: Jewish-Israeli identity
through sport (Diss. University of Oxford, 2018),

K FARE 2 sh 15 R A ) @ A4 78 H B9 B 38 7 2 UL David Hassan, “What Makes a Sporting
Icon?” Sport in History 33 (April 2013): 417; Lincoln Allison, “The Changing Context of Sporting
Life,” in The Changing Politics of Sport (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1993), 4;Ivo
Hilvoorde and Ruud Stokvis, “‘Pythagoras in Boots’: Johan Cruijff and the Construction of Dutch
National Identity,” Sport in History 33 (April 2013): 427;James M. Dorsey, “Constructing National
Identity: The Muscular Jew vs the Palestinian Underdog,” (2015): 2; Anthony Smith %4 J& « S % #f,
CEE £ C— 398 B A U B ) [ Nationalism: Theory, Ideology, History], 7T Ye Jiang ¥ ( [V
[Shanghai] . [ ¥ A B H 4L [ Shanghai People’s Publishing House],2021),84; Eric Hobsbawm 12 HL 5T «
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ME SN, MAREREARBEELHILH TN AT E W EFERHE =
SO ARE R g AR E R IR 0 2 b 230 H B (0 R 2k
o Wb, AR EIDLDL G Y s 2 5 8 5 5 R s 8 22 (Maccabiah Games)
VR ST INNES| oot 2= =¥ VSR 2N i o N W S N il K=Y AL G I e Z2) 2 N
INGIEE v

—NEGFHRIAAKRBFAES - AXANEETEHESENES

AR R AR H LN BHRERIRNERE? ., ERKHNESEY
o, SR R BB DR R, HAth 5 o 31 T8 56 B9 & sl AR R e 1 00 TR 2
], © A5 N & BA N k2 ern, Wi RIER A R B B8 R
— MR EHER SR . SN KRB EEIE WA A B RS RIE B8 S
SERFBERN THRS E A S Esc B AR AR, DU R IEAR
WS R . 56 XIS R HE M SRR E—ERE EIEA T
R A 7 i A= 0% 77 AR R B iE 5 © 2Rifn, 17 R8BS s sh 4 LR A
kTEREN, BB B ER = £ F 2 (ZRtAE O 28, FT6%
TR ERAESE . PR N B 8 5 AR 5 5B ol RO A7
MFEEHE D, M — D ARBEE R A SR R S X AE A BF iR &
Wrtb AL s F TG , U ATHIA IR R 2 e AN R 15 5 X F R R B B e e A T

CLERTTE ) 22 15 Wr 0 4, ¢ B % 5 R % & X ) [ Nations and Nationalism since 1780; Programme, Myth,
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[Beijing ] : A [ SCBE H i fE [ China Federation of Literary and Art Circles Publishing House],1999) .45,

@  Michael Brenner and Gideon Reuveni, Emancipation through muscles: Jews and sports in
Europe (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2006), 3,

@ I Yotam Hotam, “‘Re-orient-ation’; Sport and the Transformation of the Jewish Body and
Identity,” Israel Studies 20 (February 2015):57,

® ZWEAH Al rengui, GBI “H A7 BRI K R E Y B {& 52 ) [ Cultivating the “New Man”:
The Body-building and Nation-building of Modern Jewish People |, F(Ji 82 #5¢ )[ Historical Research],
2020 4E%5 5 M [2020, Issue 57,182,
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18 LA B B 3 BRI — A AR A ERE SR EERARIE
WEEEARROIERER .Y SR 2 HENAR R, BT A AR
AL (eI 2B FE Bz 8h) 8RS [J B4 (B 00T .

HRIEAANEEUREHRANEEE XBUAREE L - §ik/K
(Theodore Herzl) FIFE . fifi % /R7E HCH B« “ T A A0 IR X 86 5B 22 5 W
doo e BRI TR IR A B R 2 A E B ERE A EE SR X
FAREIE G E £ FF - B H A A S HYUAR KGR AR E W1 53 AR R
INARBZEED TNEEFES TRESEHEDIREESR.C EXMHEEN
R E E = OHAR B E A E B A TIAE] SE MR IR AR E B30
BER AR RELD, M 19 el i JF 8 R 2 IR AR ERZ ), I A
KEIRANRE (H IR0 5 B IT vz Sl il o4 K A A B AR i Ak 2 HE R DL “ Bk
R R H SR ) — 4y @

B & RN AN BIR” 5 HER 2 NS Z A AN EETERERIEFE E
(.0 B i RO B B L A IR R N A T B IS A B R RE s i I
KBTHFRAN IR, W/KIEAE 1898 58 — mit AE H £ YR K2
FEETYHEERTIAE EE SCSEAA BRI E B, R RA 1L 0%
Rt Al B Bl 1 — N AL KR R A AT, Hrg i - 2 R i S U (Max
Mandelstamm) B 7E £ b & HAHULREIT, I DLZ B i A T8 48 20 K1 B (Decimus
Junius Juvenalis) G ) (Satire ) (I 2 AESE, “fR e 2 5 wE TiRaeZ 5
{£”®(Mens sana in corpore sano), “HLAMEKZL"HFEL SN B4, “Hrit AN
MRBETERIA T NS ERESS A AN, B AR S E 3 B
AMBODHBGES , M AR B2 5 ARBENE MK AR T —#. Flky
SR EREEAWEAAE RN EEE RS AENFE, HEdhEEaR

@® £ Haim Kaufman and Yair Galily, “Sport, Zionist Ideology and the State of Israel,” Sport in
Society 12 (August 2009): 1014,

@ Theodore Herzl, The Diaries of Theodor Herzl, trans by Marvin Lowenthal (New York:
Grosset & Dunlap, 1962), 35-36.

® 2 James M. Dorsey, “Constructing National Identity: The Muscular Jew vs the Palestinian
underdog,” (2015): 5,

@ N James M. Dorsey, “Constructing National Identity: The Muscular Jew vs the Palestinian
Underdog,” 6,

® Max S. Nordau, Zionistische Schriften (Berlin: Jiidischer Verlag, 1909), 380.

©® George Eisen, “ Jewish History and the Ideology of Modern Sport: Approaches and
Interpretations,” Journal of Sport History 25 (March 1998): 531.
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1 F S SR D KAR &5 T AR B L ER.C 1929 4 H A s 75 /N1
(B REETIE) (The Duty of the Maccabi )it — 3 R H s 5 RIEZEFIER
T, B R E s R INELE, T DB R ARG IAR - NP
SR ERIEIEE R EIPE T, R N, & R G B s ANIDE, A AR T TR &2
' RBEHEONE Y, Hib, RFBIETT R T M REHEW TE, 5K
AT AR NS 7 T HA 18] B (AR A B9 — i E] 7, HRs H0 24 m1H o 22 7R 05 R
H B RAE @

20 A =PUHFAR R B 2 H B 5 ARIEER WEHEH, BT
KREEEE BN EEZHU N EPREERZ e 55 FEE AT aliEhny—
Byr. MMAKEEFELEIRF , REE—HEBE M AN I OLESR,
HREMREREERRAESEEF S EERIKROs)G TR, hEEREH A
HEX NEERILIR oMo H BRSNS HIRRE, R A ER KA I A —
MERIANANTE.Y —J5, KB sh 58 T3 E B E TSR & EHE s)
RIFA R, BR TRIEB SR, B T — s & 2B B R AN R
55—, LTI KRR E 1E 4 i e B SO0 SN TR K 1 ks TR i@ 2 5 EPR K
BRFRBEVEHMERORKT XA, WSEFEENRE. 5D 65T
SEFARESHIARE KGR EEBUAI A5 EE TRNEM, Bt
MRRIBEANAWEZE G2 —,

“HHERSE UBIHNSRZEBEERARKARNEE

BT R R AR R & A2 AR, DL SR A — AN E SRR A .
1951 4 10 H 17 H, L& RO (Maccabi) fI 3% /K (Hapoel) PR H

@® # ), Haim Kaufman and Yair Galily, “Sport, Zionist Ideology and the State of Israel,” 1016,

@ Chaim Cahanov, The Duty of the Maccabi (in Hebrew) (Maccabi Archive 5-0001-34).

® £ Yotam Hotam, “‘Re-orient-ation’ : Sport and the Transformation of the Jewish Body and
Identity,” 57,

@ # ), Haim Kaufman and Yair Galily, “Sport, Zionist ideology and the State of Israel,” 1025,

® 2, Haim Kaufman and Yair Galily, “Sport, Zionist ideology and the State of Israel,” 1021-
1022,
20 AT T RBTER SR E SRR X TR S SR R B IS ISR £ X — P s
A KRG T B I RAE, BRI TR E 8" BRI R 5k

O MR AREEN LA ZRUETIZEAN T ANERED 244, d DL 515 T4 (Histadrut)
T 1926 6057, B EBS R E IS SRR T E HHET e+ N B,
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YRR, Rz LS E R R E S Y KA Z G, EPREZE 2k m L 3 E
FEFLKET NRBEZESWEE, BT TUATILMIER & NEE5H
PrAEEENHE, REEEPRBEANEARZHOEINT, LA 2% 28K
HAE—WLRUI, FioB 228 1 2|0 E T (B2 LG T Rt i T2 % H
&, & DAt R R AR RS .

PLEFITE 1952 35 2R R F Rz FE RGN, lHREES DG
IR T H 25 L FARRER, Kb 22 2813 L4+, (EA—D#
M ER PSS NiZERE SN B NE T AR R REENER S5
5hARRERS, mIEEERT RS DI TS, Wi, RE DR R FRIL
W B DL SR ESlE TER AR .Y EIE TR Bl v - A
(Benedict Anderson) 18 “ T8 G iy 3L [F (R FE (R B 1A OB . © B S 0
TR EAENL S5 1956 FRERAREBESDIATIN 3 AS%E 55 RALGT)
ERGFEAETE S SN E BT REIATK . 1956—1968 FF P mBIES, DL
351 AR RS AR 0 58, (EUR 5 H b 1] 57 S 55 b Tk [ 0 ) 1 SR R LR
BRI SR , HB mB A — K &

B RE 4 DS ERMABEREFEN S5 FHE, SR s HE S
FHE R E HE, 7F 1972 FIHERTREBEBESIANL & T 25y
THEEHAE 11 LA B5) RN L2 B E A, B E 212 % (Munich
massacre) , ‘BB X R E TR L4 TP Sm DL DL 1] 5 B AR IT
WIEENZ B K R4 TERKEMN, ZERBEANCELLGT] SR 2 B8 i
() BRI, 2 EIBRER AR T veim B ) — AN SR AT A, 8 N — TR BB 2 (25
KB 2R GRESE E TG E IBH R .

1976 FEAFF/REZ DL EFIS TR (11 N) 5F=E B FHEME H
IR RAEMEXS N, (B LL 8 51 22 fa AL [l 7, # AR DL 6 SR 50 1 e i
ro MHEBIR « Pl Y (Yael Arad) fEXWH R th & 4 20 £ R R 1992 FEEE 2%
TR ZE S EAVGT RS E — KRB L, i X MO ks T =B B

@® Z M), Amichai Alperovich, “Israel’s Integration within the Olympic Movement, 1948-1951,”
Israel Affairs 13 (March 2007): 649,

@ Z M, Israel’s First Olympic Appearance (1952), Jewish Virtual Library, https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary. org/israel-s-first-olympic-appearance,

® 2, Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of
Nationalism (London, New York: Routledge, 2020),

@ HERIK - BRI DIE S RIS B ARREE . 1992 FREDIRE S LLME L FRiE
61 AT R R A, S T LGB S BR B 2 B R 20,
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WEXEE ST AN AR B A BRI ID I B R e i, 12 FE 5, MK - TR
& D(Gal Friedman)7E 2004 FHEMEE 2 FA DI AI RS ZEEZESHE—K
BTG, MEMRE GG — iEs R U R OB DAY, R L m e BB
MeE e SR A A TR R &M, FE R ERBEE MR AR N, "V EES
LS SEH T SN GRAEE TR R, BERAEE A RIGR G i,
DA =X ES R VB eI KUY i VNS = P A I =y = e o A=l LS S A 2
ITRESE 32 1 S (L —— I SR R RO Bl BRI PSRN E R B YO

b T BB AR IRE SR R A T AR, DL 51 E N I
TN TRERSBENLD ES) . EEREFRRzS 20, UayREAH 2
TE Yod-Alef®T 372817, DL“FE 2 22 11 A" (Munich 11) 6y & 4 &7 T
R 4E R IR BR B AR - W IRMRIR RO AN, B BB RN S
SN LLESEsh A A EHEN , FEREsT, DasIRE RS
SRR EEEE , EER b, REEPREES RS 1972 FHERIIE T
e &g st HHREILL @ I R R b BN &g, (B a s L E
O T AR B R 540K, DL SRR A B s 2 F A =i 7 I & e E iR -
GELE 11 S Bezaly O 1984 FFIEICLBGE S (1988 R DURBIZ A 1992 F FL %
BB E 2Pl ) 1996 A LA = K BE 2 (A, DL 51 E N #R AT T AR R O 1
N

2000 FRER BN, BEN — I AFERARIERERE LM
BRI A E K £ 442 (Australian Jewish National Fund) F 1S - 8
ZLR (Peter Smaller) TERFAGN EEIR T —H1F, Dol “BATKZASRICFK
MR SL R SEM LT 2 i R SRR A B R R B iE 2, A RER DL S SE )
BB B AR IR E S Tl TR A 2 R T HATT2 n ] g IS ke A 2 e B DL i &
TR NS, S ERE A B O R B s T 1O AR AR (5 XA B8, FA T AR AR (5 8 o A
BRI S W B EE R TR . S AR E, RKEREHNRAAHKEER

O /K- HBEESEPDENE MBS SEE T EANMZEE) G, e 1996 F L F = Kz
2 LIRS, T 2004 FFEREILBLE 2 RHTIRDLE S KIS S

@ ISRAELZ21c Staff, “Israel Wins First Olympic Gold Medal,” August 26, 2004, https://www.
israel21c.org/israel-wins-first-olympic-gold-medal/.

@ James M. Dorsey, “Constructing National Identity: The Muscular Jew vs the Palestinian
Underdog,” 5.

© FmEKE. BT,

©® 2. Yoav Dubinsky, Israel’s Use of Sports for Nation Branding and Public Diplomacy, 38,

© [AL£,39,
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PR AN FL M ST A FIBGE 2615 . DU IE 5l 5 Ay 44 IO 20 2 iR K At AT ]
“HhEAL” MY REEE LR P 5142,

MBS Z INBI DL SR E , JL T 5 R iEUh 58 5 R # 6T 5wk
AT R 125 S, BB IE IR A AR JE SRR B4 i R Ag 1, X Fg e IR
N i i oy A NSRS K L s N

E R IR A E 3 A A X MK RIE S i B G b bR . AL
SRS R DR HY IR | 8 RYIE S A RE IRIE B9 22 B PR DL SR K Y 1 2
A0, BRGNS 5 KB [ & CEAR A H I AN TE R RE,
Blan, 2016 F RGN FBIES b LG FIEFBER - 528 (Or Sasson) £ 5+
FiE 100 AL e tb 38 & - #UKEE(Yarden Gerbi) fE 40 3218 63 AT
R FRPERB KIS, 518 T =2 EENROURE . DLEaJIERGT A
B O FE R S S, I FR e HER) T LS e E Z A F D F ZE 4RI R
EPERY, P BREEFINLGEREST B%MHE,

2021 FAR B ES b, DL Y& F R /RIvME - £ /R XK W EF (Artem
Dolgopyat) £ 5 7 H AR R G DL J Bs 58 138 e i, DLa s E
(A EY (Hatikvah ) TEIE R . SHEAFIEF] - DA KE (Naftali Bennett)
FrRE“BIE D" AR @I R T“B RN EZMME".© 1 2024 F 122
BWizss b, 2R R BTER B T B B AR ERR I, 78 5 [E I 52 3 s e i /O 3
W, DN R KRG ENER A MEENE . RES PR EEED R Ea T
LRARTRER " VX BT KB B B R AT, A T A (AR SEEIMT 8 “ DL 3 T

@ JTA Staff, “Sydney Memorial Honors Slain Israeli Athletes,” Jewish Telegraphic Agency,
September 27, 2000, https://www. jta. org/2000/09/27 /lifestyle/sydney-memorial-honors-slain-israeli-
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August 14, 2016, The Times of Israel , https://www.timesofisrael. com/after-judo-medals-israel-basks-
in-success-of- new-national-sport/,

@ 20 Times of Israel, “Israel Wins Second-ever Olympic Gold Medal,” The Auistralian Jewish
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medal/,
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Themselves,’” The Times of Israel, August 5, 2024, https://www.timesofisrael.com/double-medalist-
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& o BRI 5T IE A 4 I K RO S BaX — 5 52 BUB R (L T3, BLAKDC v ks 4 By
ESEREE BEET AV wd, SMARBESE T BEAR VB
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WEIHRIENSE , VI AKRIEINAEANEZETE,

Z. BEEXSHM:BFHEFSERKXRKINBHEE

OfthEsia i RE EE CEBRFHE/KEE 120 ZEFTHRZ A LA
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W, B R RhiEsh e EAIR S, B E R AR S S50 S SRR
BEFHPY D RELBEEh S M 2P, Xt — B EIE T4 &K E - 3 %87 (Anthony D.
Smith)#2 H I “BEEE R AF F X7 (ethnosymbolism ) {6 : “ X4 Bl 50 158 S5 FAH AL

O ZWIKMHE L Zhang Qianhong, (UL 51 5 ) [ History of Israel] (Jb&L [ Beijing]: AR H Mt
[People’s Publishing House],2014),31,

@  Z Judah Ari Gross, “The Maccabiah Games are Dead; Long Live the Maccabiah Games,”
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long-live-the-maccabiah-games/ .,
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TG I HURRGI R CE R RS IR N ZIREN SR . 3 RS -Fitimahass
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National Narratives in the Arena:
The Construction of Jewish National Identity through International Sporting Events
ZHENG Tiancheng

Abstract: Traditional Jews have been extremely hostile towards sports. However, with
the rise of Jewish nationalism in the late 19th century, Jews began to change their attitude
towards sports, viewing it as an important tool for national education and the construction of a
national state. In 1932, Jews organised their own regional sports event—the Maccabiah
Games. Over time, the scale of the Maccabiah Games continued to expand, and its influence
grew steadily. In 1951, Israel officially became a member of the International Olympic
Committee and established the Israeli National Olympic Committee. Since the 1952 Helsinki
Olympics, Israel has actively participated in every subsequent Summer Olympics. Overall,
Israel has achieved extraordinary significance through its active participation in and hosting of
international sports events in terms of reinforcing international recognition of its sovereign
state identity, alleviating geopolitical tensions, enhancing the social status of women, and
showcasing the secular characteristics of a modern nation. However, international sports events also
exhibit negative characteristics such as ethnic chauvinism, militarised management, and constraints
imposed by traditional values in the construction of Jewish national identity.

Key Words: Sports, International Sports Events, Jewish National Identity Construction,

Olympics, Maccabiah Games
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The Sin Offering in Hebrew Law
JI Cheng

Abstract; The Hebrew law, including sacrificial regulations, is an element of the
covenant. As for the type of the source of law, sacrificial regulations are mainly case law. In
the society of ancient Israel, one of the important functions of the sacrificial system is to
remove the danger caused by sin. Sin offerings are supposed to be brought to deal with
unintentional sin, intentional sin or major impurities. The main purpose of the sin offering is
to make atonement for the worshipper by means of the principle of substitution and to remove
the pollution caused by sin. The laws for sacrifice were for everyone in ancient Israel society to
note, and they were completely different from the secrecy of priestly legislation found in the
surrounding nations. Even the Roman law did not come into a stage of publicity until around
300 BC, which was about a thousand years later than that of Hebrew law. There are principles
of proportionality of crime and punishment, and principle of equality in the sacrificial system,
which combines rules and affections in its ways of dispute resolution. The motivation for
Israels to obey the sacrificial regulations includes fear, faith and gratitude. Characteristics of
the Sacrificial Law provide beneficial illustrations and rationale for us to understand the
principles of the rule of law.

Key Words: Hebrew Law, Sin Offering, Characteristics of the Sacrificial Law, Principles

of the Rule of Law
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Published in Yiddish,” Kesher 31 (2002), 63e-71e,

@ 2 Benedict Anderson 27 f &%, (M8 % 89 3 F M. B £ X R IF 5 #% 4 ) [ Imagined
Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism ], & % A Wu Ruiren % ( |
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FREFFEEFPFEEXROKARFBGRR A, BEH SR E T AR
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NEVEE B (General Jewish Workers” Bund in Lithuania, Russia and Poland

©® £, Joshua D. Zimmerman, Poles, Jews, and the Politics of Nationality: The Bund and the
Polish Socialist Party in Late Tsarist Russia, 1892-1914 (Madison, WI: The University of Wisconsin
Press, 2004),
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TEHH AL , &5 IRAD R BT AR B IR 58 SR , & s A i TF 8 S g =k 4
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@ £, Susanne Marten-Finnis, “The Bundist Press: A Study of Political Change and the
Persistence of Anachronistic Language during the Russian Period,” in Jack Jacobs, ed., Jewish Politics in
Eastern Europe : The Bund at 100 (Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave Publishers Ltd, 2001), 14,
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® 2|, Susanne Marten-Finnis, “The Bundist Press: A Study of Political Change and the
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® £, Nathan Cohen, “The Bund’s Contribution to Yiddish Culture in Poland between the Two
World Wars,” in Jack Jacobs, ed., Jewish Politics in Eastern Europe: The Bund at 100 (Basingstoke,
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[2010, Issue 5],97-99,

@ Tony Michels, “Socialist Politics and the Making of Yiddish Culture in New York City: 1890-
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R, O T ABE &R T Sy, G BUSE T (9 TR SR S8 56 19 TAERTIA], £EFE
AR RN BRI AEFE ST, REEA K LR A #E2 R E TR
SEARME , SRS Tk o T8 it R B (EBIREY R BT R A, A 2
W EGHE TR AN SRR SR BB SR BN . S
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Present (New York: Twayne, 1974), 158,

@  Z M, Irving Howe BRSZ - 55, (CZEAIH LY World of Our Fathers], £ R Wang Hailiang X 17
1T Zhao Lixing 15 ( |- Shanghai] : =B:45)5[ Joint Publishing Company],1995),135-138,
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® ZI, Morris Hillquit, Loose Leaves from a Busy Life (Whitefish, MT: Literary Licensing,
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YWIT YUXIOYDIVOORW PNV /Idishe geverkshaften feraynigte(1929), 147-164,
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The Yiddish Press and the Transformation of Low-rung Eastern European Jews
CHEN Hongmel

Abstract: The traditional Eastern European Jewry was segregated and impoverished in
general, but the separation and isolation began to collapse under the impact from its inner
ideological movements and the outer major events between 1881 and 1925, and it came to
embrace the open and civilized modern urban life. In this tremendous social transformation and
cultural conflict, the development and prosperity of the Yiddish press was a remarkable
manifestation of Eastern European Jewish culture. This essay attempts to explore the role the
Yiddish press has played in the transfiguration and maintains that Yiddish journalism as mass
medium is both a result from and generative mechanism of the modernization of Eastern
European Jewry, the two of which have promoted each other and accomplished their mission.

Key Words: Yiddish press, Eastern European Jewry, modernity, transformation
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Modern Medical Value of Jewish Brit Mila
YANG Meng ZHAO Qiwen

Abstract: Jew’s circumcision ritual is a Jewish tradition with a long history. According to
their tradition, Jewish baby boys have to be circumcised on the eighth day. This paper first
reviews the research on Jew's circumcision, also the correlation between circumcision and the
prevention of genital disorders and sexually transmitted diseases. Then, demonstrate the
medical value of Jew’s circumcision according to the theory of modern medicine, including
preventing male penile cancer, reducing the probability of female partners suffering from
gynecological disorders, and having a positive effect on preventing AIDS infection between
partners. At the same time, the paper explains the reasons why the Jew’s tradition requires
the ritual to be performed on the eighth day of birth according to modern medical theory. Also
focuses on the clinical and biomedical applications after circumcision, such as it can be used as
a transplant donor area and has made an important contribution to the research of interferon.
In addition, circumcision, as a traditional ritual, has also sparked various social debates
throughout the development processes of societies worldwide, deserving attention and
reflection.

Key Words: Jewish Brit Mila, Male Circumcision, Jewish Tradition, Medical Value
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The Liji from a Jewish Perspective:
An Exploration of Challenges and Approaches in Comparing Jewish and Confucian Classics
Aryeh Amihay Tr. YANG Jiaqi

Abstract: This article adopts a Jewish perspective to explore the methodologies and
challenges in the comparative study of the Liji (Book of Rites) and Jewish classical texts. It
proposes two comparative pathways: first, at the textual-structural level, comparing the Liji
with the rabbinic legal code known as the Mishnah to analyze their similarities in editorial
logic, thematic classification, and hermeneutic methods; second, at the spiritual-conceptual
level, juxtaposing the concept of li (ritual propriety) in the Liji with that of covenant (berit)
in the Hebrew Bible, examining their philosophical commonalities and differences in
constructing social order, addressing real-world challenges, and pursuing an ideal world.
Although Confucian and Jewish traditions differ significantly in historical context, textual
genre, and religious framework, a careful selection of appropriate comparative texts and core
concepts, coupled with in-depth structural and conceptual analysis, can reveal potential spaces
for dialogue and scholarly value in Jewish-Confucian cultural exchange.

Key Words: Liji, Mishnah, Li (ritual propriety), Cross-Cultural Studies
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Creation and Intention: Maimonides’ Argument Revisited

Meir Buzaglo”

Abstract: Maimonides devoted particular attention to demonstrating
what he termed the “possibility of the Torah.” In a world governed by
necessary and universal laws, how can one account for the election of
a specific prophet, place, time, or nation? By posing this question,
Maimonides identified a fundamental issue in Jewish thought—one
that also challenges any philosophical framework that affirms divine
wisdom while seeking to accommodate distinctions between the
sacred and the profane., He ties the very possibility of such
distinctions to the metaphysical question of whether the world
necessarily emanates from God or is instead the product of divine will.
In a world devoid of intentionality, meaningful differentiation cannot
be sustained. Several chapters in the second part of The Guide of the
Perplexed are devoted to establishing that the world is not a
necessary emanation from God. In this article, 1 argue that
Maimonides’ position acquires renewed significance in light of the
discovery of symmetry violation in physics during the 1950s—a
finding that profoundly unsettled the scientific community.

Key Words; Creation, Intention, Emanation, Parity, Spinoza,
Maimonides, Reason, Will, Possibility of the Torah

% Meir Buzaglo, professor in the Department of Philosophy at the Hebrew University.
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Leo Strauss taught that the Middle Ages offered a more moderate

conception of rationality—one that avoids the radical rationalism of Spinoza and
Hegel while still according reason a respected place. Maimonides is
undoubtedly a prime example of this stance. Reason distinguishes human
beings and endows them with dignity; mnevertheless, it is essential to
acknowledge its limitations. Maimonides’ thought, however, lends a
distinctive dimension to this limitation of rationalism. In addition to reason, he
introduces the elements of will and intention, which invite us to conceive of
divine wisdom as discerning, choosing, and preferring. Reason is limited
because the world is determined in ways that are, on the one hand, not
arbitrary, yet on the other, not fully transparent to human understanding. In
my reading, Maimonides viewed this idea as essential to what he called the
“possibility of the Torah.” If the world were necessitated by God and governed
solely by wuniversal principles, there would be no room for the Jewish
religion—or indeed for any religion—that regards the distinction between the
sacred and the profane as immanent to the world. Maimonides devoted several
chapters in Part II of the Guide to arguing this point.

I will begin by presenting Maimonides’ discussion in which he seeks to
demonstrate that there is an element of will in creation. I will then show how
developments in modern physics—more specifically, the surprising violation of
left-right symmetry first proposed as a possibility by Tsung-Dao Lee and Chen-
Ning Yang (1956) and confirmed by Chien-Shiung Wu (1957 )—may serve to
update this argument and reinforce it against later critiques, particularly that
of Spinoza. At first glance, this dialogue between Maimonides’ position and
modern physics may seem unexpected; however, upon closer examination, it
forms part of a broader and contemporary inquiry into the philosophical

implications of the scientific revolutions of the twentieth century.
I . General Background

Maimonides’ stated aim, at least on the surface, is to demonstrate to the
perplexed person—one who has studied both Torah and philosophy—that these
two domains are not inherently contradictory, as one might assume. In this

respect, Maimonides differs from Saadia Gaon, whose goal was to guide his
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readers toward true beliefs and to dispel their doubts, and from Judah Halevi,

who—as the title of his work suggests—sought to defend Judaism against
competing doctrines.

Maimonides’ formulation of the problem leads him to pursue a
combination of strategies. In the early chapters of the Guide, he illustrates how
one must read the Torah with discernment and resolve confusions that may
arise from literal interpretations, such as the assumption that God possesses
corporeal form. Yet beyond these and similar exegetical aims, Maimonides also
puts forward a variety of arguments to demonstrate the possibility of the
Torah.

It is important to distinguish among these arguments according to the
strength of their conclusions. One type of argument seeks to show that the
philosopher has not succeeded in refuting religious belief. In Part II, Chapter
17, Maimonides presents such an argument. When Aristotle or another
philosopher attempts to refute the possibility that the world was created anew,
they typically assume that the principles valid within the fully formed cosmos
must also have applied eternally—even during its initial coming-into-being. In

response to this assumption, Maimonides offers a counterclaim:

No inference can be drawn in any respect from the nature of a thing
after it has been generated, has attained its final state, and has achieved
stability in its most perfect state, to the state of that thing while it moved
toward being generated. -+-The essential point is, as we have mentioned,
that a being’s state of perfection and completion furnishes no indication of

the state of that being preceding its perfection. (Guide 2-17)

When we observe a living human being in the world, we are not entitled to
conclude that the same conditions applied while he was still in his mother’s
womb. We know that he did not breathe independently, that he required a
different mode of nourishment, and that extrapolating from his present
condition to the moment of his formation is invalid. In light of this,
Maimonides asserts—in Aristotelian terms—that one may not infer from the
nature of a thing in actuality to its nature when it existed only in potentiality.

The specific details of the argument are not the focus of our discussion.

What is significant is that, by means of this argument, Maimonides succeeds
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in nullifying any attempt to prove that the world is not created anew from

principles that are taken from laws of nature that are true after the world was

created:

You ought to memorize this notion. For it is a great wall that I have
built around the LLaw, a wall that surrounds it warding off the stones of all

those who project these missiles against it. (Ibid)

When Leo Strauss argues that the Enlightenment did not refute
revelation—at least not without presupposing the very point at issue—he is in
fact continuing this line of thought. Aristotle’s proofs for the eternity of the
world invariably assume that the laws currently in effect have always applied,
from all eternity. This assumption may be of interest, but it does not
undermine the position of one who maintains that the laws governing a thing in
potentiality differ from those governing it in actuality. Thus, Aristotle’s
argument presupposes the very point it seeks to establish.

However, once we accept the claim that the creation of the world is not
impossible, Maimonides proceeds along a well-known path and ultimately
affirms the doctrine of creation—on the grounds that it guarantees the
possibility of the Torah. The creation of the world is not necessary in order to
prove the existence of a Creator—as was common among the Mutakallimun—
but rather to support a claim which allows for the possibility of the Torah.

Maimonides assumes that creation entails that the world is the result of
the divine will—an assumption of considerable weight to which I shall return
later. The connection between the possibility of Torah and the doctrine of
creation is articulated in the following known passage, from which I will quote

at length;

Know that with a belief in the creation of the world in time, all the
miracles become possible and the LLaw (Torah) becomes possible, and all
questions that may be asked on this subject, vanish. Thus, it might be
said: Why did God give prophetic revelation to this one and not to that?
Why did God give this Law to this particular nation, and why did He not
legislate to the others? Why did He legislate at this particular time, and
why did He not legislate before it or after? Why did He impose these
commandments and these prohibitions? Why did He privilege the prophet
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with the miracles mentioned in relation to him and not with some others?

What was God’s aim in giving this Law? Why did He not, if such was His
purpose, put the accomplishment of the commandments and the non-
transgression of the prohibitions into our nature? If this were said, the
answer to all these questions would be that it would be said: He wanted it
this way; or His wisdom required it this way. And just as He brought the
world into existence, having the form it has, when He wanted to, without
our knowing His will with regard to this or in what respect there was
wisdom in His particularizing the forms of the world and the time of its
creation—in the same way we do not know His will or the exigency of His
wisdom that caused all the matters, about which questions have been

posed above, to be particularized. (Guide 2-25)

The paragraph is sufficiently clear, but it is worth expanding on it
slightly. Once we accept the doctrine of creation, we are permitted to advance
the claim that the world was created by divine will. This, in turn, allows us to
defend the idea of divine preference. As 1 suggested above, Maimonides is
concerned here with the metaphysical framework necessary to defend
Judaism—but in fact, this applies to any religion that posits distinctions as the
outcome of an objective order, rather than as the product of cultural
convention or agreement,

Universal laws yield a homogeneous world and do not allow for
differentiation or anomaly. The election of a nation is not merely a suspension
of natural law, as one might think in the case of a miracle, but a manifestation
of the deeper idea that God chooses to actualize certain possibilities that are not
dictated by His infinite wisdom alone. Once we allow ourselves to attribute will
to God, we can affirm that such an event is not merely contingent in the
accidental sense, nor is it the product of universal laws—it testifies instead to
divine intention.

Maimonides makes here an assumption which, to the best of my
understanding, is not entirely transparent: namely, that if the world were
necessary, we would be forced to confront questions for which we have no
adequate answers—questions for which, in his words, there is no escape

except through “unseemly answers” :
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If, however, someone says that the world is as it is in virtue of

necessity, it would be a necessary obligation to ask all those questions;
and there would be no way out of them except through a recourse to
unseemly answers in which there would be combined the giving the lie to,
and the annulment of, all the external meanings of the Law with regard to
which no intelligent man has any doubt that they are to be taken in their

external meanings. (Ibid)

Maimonides does not compromise here and articulates a rather stark

conclusion:

For if creation in time were demonstrated—if only as Plato
understands creation —all the overhasty claims made to us on this point
by the philosophers would become void. In the same way, if the
philosophers would succeed in demonstrating eternity as Aristotle
understands it, the Law (Torah) as a whole would become void, and a
shift to other opinions would take place. I have thus explained to you that

everything is bound up with this problem. Know this. (Guide 2-25)

It is worth returning here to the question of the relationship between the
claim of the world’s eternity and the claim of its necessity, or conversely,
between the view that the world is created and the view that it is not necessary
but rather brought into being by will. If we adopt the Platonic understanding of
the eternity of the world—namely, that matter is eternal, but the world in its
present form is not—then it is possible to maintain that the world is eternal
and nevertheless created by will. In the passage I cited above, Maimonides does
not offer a proof of the corresponding claim: that a created world necessarily
indicates that it was created by will.

It may be possible to strengthen Maimonides’ argument from other
passages in the Guide, or by means of a more rigorous conceptual analysis of
the doctrine of creation. What matters for our purposes is that Maimonides’
principal—and perhaps only—use of the assumption of creation is that it
enables the further claim that the world was created through will and
intentionality. And yet, as we shall see below, Maimonides offers an argument
in support of the claim that the world was created through deliberate intention

without relying on the assumption that the world is temporally created at all.
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Particularization and intentionality are semantically bound to the notion of

possibility. Something that is possible could have been otherwise. In this
respect, the idea of intention stands in opposition to necessity. However,
Maimonides also emphasizes that mere contingency—randomness—is not
equivalent to uniqueness or intentionality. We believe that there is some
wisdom in the divine will, yet we do not know it, nor are we required to grasp
it. Intentionality in creation means that the world is not necessary, and yet it is
not arbitrary or meaningless. I shall return to this point later.

Framing the challenge of proving the possibility of the Torah as central to
Jewish thought predates Spinoza’s critique, which would emerge centuries
later. In metaphysical terms, Spinoza argues that nothing in the world is
contingent; everything follows from the divine nature with logical necessity.
Preference implies the choice of one possibility over another equally coherent
one, thereby undermining strict rationalism. The election of a particular people
contradicts the principle of sufficient reason, which Spinoza, as a rationalist,
held to be fundamental. According to this principle, the laws of nature are
derived from God with the same necessity by which conclusions follow from
axioms. These laws are universal, like reason itself, and therefore leave no
room for preference. When something appears contingent to us, it is only
because we lack knowledge of the underlying necessity. On this basis, Spinoza
concludes that it was the Jews who chose God, not God who chose the Jews in
preference to others.

Earlier, 1 referred to Maimonides’ argument that exposes a tacit
assumption in the claim of the world’s eternity and thereby defends the
possibility of creation. This is the argument that shows philosophy has not
refuted the religious belief in a created world. The argument Maimonides
presents, and which we shall examine below, advances further still: it aims to
demonstrate the limitations of radical rationalism, without relying on the
assumption of either eternity or creation. Reason, far from having discredited
revelation—as Strauss argued—can, through its own internal resources, be

shown to fail at sustaining its claim to universality.

— 147 —



JeuIsh scuoies

WABR
el ot

I . Refutation of the Claim that the World is Necessary

Maimonides does not content himself with merely rejecting Aristotle’s
arguments for the eternity or necessity of the world, as we saw in Chapter 17.
He believes he can show—with a high degree of probability, though not with
absolute proof—that the world is not necessarily emanated from God (Guide 2-
19). His attempt to refute the thesis of necessity includes two arguments,
which are interconnected but differ in emphasis. The first highlights
observation, while the second is metaphysical in nature and is built on a

principle concerning what flows from that which is simple.
A. The Argument from Sufficient Reason

The first argument is developed in Guide 2-19. Maimonides looks at the
movements of the stars and remarks that it is unlikely there is a reason for

every natural state. Prior to that, he established a principle:

In every case in which things differing in any way from one another
possess a common matter, there must of necessity be a cause other than,
and different from, the common matter-a cause that rendered it necessary
that some of the things have a certain attribute, whereas some others have

a different one. (Ibid)

After establishing this principle, we observe the diversity in the world and

wonder about its source:

We put a question to Aristotle, saying to him: You have
demonstrated to us that the matter of everything that is beneath the
sphere of the moon is one and common to everything. What then is the

cause of the differences between the individuals of every species? (Ibid)

Aristotle begins to lay out for us the principles of physics and the causes

of the differences we observe:

Consequently, the differences in the compounds representing a
mixture of the elements came about through the differing measures of the

warm, the cold, the humid, and the dry. For in virtue of these various
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combinations, various dispositions to receive various forms come about in

the compounds. (Ibid)

Aristotle would be compelled to attribute these causes to more remote
causes, until we arrive at the motions of the celestial spheres. But this merely
raises the question of multiplicity and diversity in the world one level higher,

and does not explain what we are trying to understand:

Now this task has not been accomplished by him, nor will it ever be
accomplished. For he wished to give a cause for the fact that the sphere
moves from the East and not from the West; and he wished to give a
cause for the fact that some of them are swift of motion and others slow
and that this is necessary because of the order of their position with regard

to the highest sphere. (Ibid)

This argument proceeds from the observed multiplicity in phenomena and
ascends to the source of these phenomena, reaching up to the celestial sphere.
Multiplicity can be fully explained only by multiplicity; we thus lack a

complete explanation for the observed multiplicity.
B. Simples Necessitates Simples

However, Guide 2-22, he presents a metaphysical argument for why it is
unlikely that Aristotle could truly account for the multiplicity in the world of
phenomena. A close study of the chapter is of great interest, yet it requires extensive
analysis which I cannot fully offer here. 1 will only briefly comment on the general
thrust of the argument, insofar as it allows for the formulation of a contemporary

analogous argument. We begin with a metaphysical principle:

A proposition universally agreed upon, by Aristotle and by all those
who have philosophized, reads as follows: It is impossible that anything
but a single simple thing should proceed from a simple thing. If the thing
is composite, there may proceed from it several things according to the
number of simple things of which the compound is composed. Thus, for
instance, what proceeds from fire, in which two qualities—heat and
dryness—have combined is the action of heating by means of its heat and

that of drying by means of its dryness.(Guide 2-22)
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To this he adds other assumptions, of special interest is the following one:

Every agent, acting in virtue of purpose and will and not in virtue of

its nature, accomplishes many different acts. (Ibid)

The basic idea is the following: when we are dealing with a simple entity,
a great many things may contingently proceed from it; however, when the
emanation is necessary, only that which is itself simple can proceed from the
simple. This principle is extended also to things composed of several simple
elements: two simple entities cannot necessarily produce something whose
number of simple components exceeds three. Through this assumption—which
concerns a qualitative conservation principle, namely simplicity—and through
additional assumptions, Maimonides attempts to construct his argument. Let
us note only that with the help of these assumptions, Maimonides argues that
it is implausible for the world to have necessarily emanated from God, who, in

Maimonides’ view, is absolutely simple. Maimonides concludes:

How then can the composition have come to exist, the composition
existing —as Aristotle believes —in the beings in virtue of necessity? We
shall concede to him all that he says concerning a composition of various
notions coming about in the intellects, as their intellecta are multiple,
when the intellects get farther away from the First Cause. But even if we
grant him this guess and conjecture, how can the intellects be a cause for
the procession of the spheres from them? And what relation can there be

between matter and that which being separate has no matter at all? (Ibid)

It is worthwhile to consider the overall structure of the arguments. In
Chapter 19, he explains that Aristotle is in a strained position, having to
provide a rational explanation for every fixed feature of reality. And in Guide
22, he attempts to show that such an explanation contradicts metaphysical
principles, such as the rule that from the simple, only what is simple can
necessarily proceed. What matters to us is not the argument itself, but the
attempt to systematically block a response that would attribute the possibility

we are raising here to ignorance or to lack of knowledge of the causes.
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Il. Asymmetry implies Intention

Maimonides’ approach is significant in light of what is commonly referred
to as the epistemic question of modality. When we know that something
exists, we also know that it is possible. However, when something does not
exist, we cannot decisively conclude that it is nevertheless possible. This
problem can be rephrased: we may know that something is in fact true—but
how can we know that it is not only true, but necessarily true, i.e., true in all
possible worlds?

There is widespread agreement that logical truths are necessary in all
possible worlds. The analytic philosopher Saul Kripke famously pointed to a
class of non-logical truths that are nonetheless true in every possible world.
The best-known example is: water is H,O. While this statement does not
possess the certainty of a logical truth, it carries the same ontological weight:
if water is indeed H, O, then it is necessarily so in all possible worlds. In other
words, “water” that is not H,O is simply not possible.

Kripke concludes Naming and Necessity with a fundamental question: are
the laws of nature themselves necessary? Could there be a world in which the
speed of light is different? In which the law of gravity is different? He leaves
this question open for further discussion. The challenge is this: can one
propose an alternative law of nature and defend it against the objection that
what seems to be a possibility is merely the result of ignorance—our failure to
fully comprehend the true laws of nature? Inspired by Maimonides” approach, 1
proposed a modern response in an article I published.

The scientific discovery at stake here was made possible by the work of
three researchers. Two Chinese-American Nobel laureates, Tsung-Dao Lee and
Chen-Ning Yang, raised a hypothesis in 1956 that was experimentally
confirmed in 1957 by the physicist Chien-Shiung Wu, (who many believe was
deserving of the Nobel Prize herself). It had long been assumed that the laws
of nature do not distinguish between spatial locations: an experiment
performed in one place will yield the same result if identically replicated
elsewhere. Even subtler symmetries had been assumed: if a process occurs in

nature, then so should its mirror image.
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Lee and Yang raised doubts about this assumption. While the symmetry

could be demonstrated for electromagnetic forces, physics had also identified
other forces—such as the weak nuclear force—and it was unclear whether the
mirror symmetry held for them as well. They hypothesized that beta decay,
which is governed by the weak force, might violate the symmetry between
right and left. Wu confirmed this experimentally.

The discovery can be illustrated qualitatively as follows: suppose you
arrive on a remote island and observe that every human being there has their
heart on the left side. Imagine this island is your entire world. You can
conceive, without difficulty, of a world in which the human heart is located on
the right side. The fact that on this island every person has a heart on the left
constitutes a natural law. As you study this law, you come to understand its
cause: parents with left-sided hearts pass on this trait to their offspring.
Ultimately, this could be linked to some primordial molecular preference for
left-handed over right-handed structures.

Molecules, after all, can be composed of the same atoms and yet differ in
spatial configuration—just as right-handed and left-handed gloves are mirror
images. When I see a molecule shaped like a right-handed glove, I naturally
entertain the possibility that a mirror-image, left-handed version exists. If
someone were to respond that this is merely a product of ignorance—and that
deeper inquiry would reveal that only one such molecular form is possible—this
would seem overly forced.

A comparison may clarify the issue. Suppose you state that the boiling
point of water at a specific pressure is 100°C, and you speculate that, under
identical conditions, it could have been 80°C. A strict rationalist might reply:
study the nature of the electrical forces between molecules, and you will
understand that a specific amount of energy is required to separate them and
induce boiling. In this case, you would discover that a different boiling point is
in fact impossible.

But this kind of argument, when applied to the possibility of right-sided
hearts, is problematic. If there were a rational impediment to having hearts on
the right, then this same problem should arise with hearts on the left. And
yet, people with left-sided hearts clearly exist.

The use of the distinction between right-handed and left-handed gloves to
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support a metaphysical claim is not new. Immanuel Kant employed this very

example to refute Leibniz’s rationalist conception of space and time. For Kant,
if space were merely a conceptual construct, there would be no meaningful
distinction between right-handed and left-handed gloves. The fact that wecan
distinguish between them shows, in his view, that space is an intuition
(Anschauung), not a mere concept. This connects to the limitations of reason,
which T alluded to earlier in reference to Leo Strauss. According to Kant, the
strength of reason lies in ethics; in natural science, however, he distinguishes
fundamentally between intuitions and concepts—thereby limiting the reach of
reason and offering a rational justification for that limitation.

Nevertheless, the difference between Kant and Maimonides should be
sharpened. Kant draws upon the asymmetry between right and left gloves to
argue that space is an intuition and not entirely conceptual. There is,
therefore, something in space that lacks the necessity associated with pure
concepts. If space were a purely rational concept, we would not discern any
distinction between left and right. However, Kant’s argument involves no
divine will or intention, as Maimonides seeks to suggest. The very preference
for one glove over another reveals that the world is not necessary in all
respects—a stance that could be maintained if space were entirely conceptual.
Later we will see that this also implies the existence of time, which, according
to Kant, is a pure intuition. This might suggest that time is a product of divine
intention. The difference between Kant and Maimonides runs deep into Kant’s
critique of rationalism.

The scientific community was stunned by this discovery. Wolfgang Pauli, one of
the key contributors to the understanding of the weak force, wrote to psychologist
Carl Jung that he could not imagine that God was left-handed. This was a paraphrase
of Einstein’s famous dictum: “God does not play dice,” which, in its own way,
relates to our present discussion. Pauli’s remark touches on Maimonides’ central
intuition: religious thought cannot accept a wholly homogeneous world. Just as it
distinguishes between weekdays and Sabbaths, sacred and profane spaces, so too
must it distinguish between prophets and nations.

Maimonides saw in science and philosophy a challenge not only to Judaism, but
to religious thinking in general. This challenge was not exacerbated by the

Copernican revolution, which produced a homogeneous and symmetrical univ-
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erse. The discovery made by the three scientists shifted the scientific picture by

demonstrating a fundamental point:a world with different laws of nature is
indeed possible. Einstein’s vision, which he expressed in theological terms—
that God had no choice in creating the world—was thereby undermined, or at
least placed in doubt.

We have here rebutted those who, like Spinoza, claim that everything is
necessary, and that any assertion of possibility reflects ignorance. The case
discussed above, which I explored in depth in my article, and where 1
addressed possible counterarguments, is strong enough to show that Spinoza’s
claim is dogmatic. From the fact that in some cases what appears possible turns
out upon deeper investigation to be impossible, it does not follow that this is
always the case. This metaphysical assumption has been challenged by 20th-

century discoveries in physics.
V. Implications

Readers may now ask: beyond drawing an analogy to Maimonides in order to
limit rationalism, can we deepen the meaning of this result? Indeed, we have
succeeded in demonstrating that nature exhibits preferences—contrary to Spinoza’s
homogeneous conception of nature, which, according to Maimonides, undermines
the legitimacy of differentiation, a notion central to religious worldviews.

If nature expresses preferences through symmetry violations, then one
cannot rule outa priori divine preference—say, for one prophet or one nation
to receive the Torah. A clarification is in order: the mere fact of preferring one
nation over another marks a departure from the understanding of universality
in terms of homogeneity. One could take this further; The uniqueness of a
chosen prophet does not negate the uniqueness of every individual, each
created in God’s singular image. Similarly, the fact that one nation was chosen
for a particular reason does not contradict the possibility that every nation and
every religion has its own unique destiny within the broader plan that God has
designed for humanity.

Still, we seek to understand the religious meaning of the existence of
alternative possibilities. Here too, Maimonides helps us, particularly in his

development of the concept of intention. Intention is distinct from blind
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necessity, but equally distinct from arbitrary, random possibility. A world

governed by capricious chance is a world that cannot be the subject of scientific
inquiry. Maimonides rejected the view—attributed to Aristotle—that
everything is necessary, just as he rejected the anti-scientific view of the
Mutakallimtun, who posited pure contingency.

The case of right-left asymmetry discovered by Wu relates to powerful

symmetry principles—such as time symmetry and charge-conjugation symm-
etry—known collectively in the literature as CPT symmetry. This is not the
place to elaborate, but suffice it to say: the relatively minor asymmetry
between right and left makes possible the far more significant asymmetry in
time, without which the universe could not persist long enough for complex
matter, life, and human beings to emerge. In other words, the asymmetry we
have observed enables life. And when we are presented with a contingent, non-
necessary world that nonetheless allows for a desirable end—life itself—then it
is reasonable to speak of intention.

With this remark, we are confronted with a question that we have not yet
addressed in our analysis of Maimonides’ strategy for avoiding the view that
the world and its characteristics proceed from God by necessity. In his
discussion, Maimonides presents creation by intention as a position that
necessarily entails a limitation of human reason. This is a strong assumption,
and it is not clear that it has been sufficiently justified. For it is one thing to
argue that the world is the product of God’s intention, and quite another to
assert that we lack access to the wisdom that guided Him in creating it—a
wisdom that Maimonides, notably, does not deny in his discussions of divine
will. What we can hold with confidence is that if the world is the result of God’s
will, we may never fully fathom the reasons that guided Him in His decisions.
This may suffice to meet the theological need of securing a place for the Torah.
However, the claim that the world is the result of divine intention does not
necessarily imply that we will never have access to the wisdom that guided God
in creating it. We arrived at this assumption toward the end of the essay, and it
deserves a thorough examination that I am unable to offer here.

From the moment we have one argument indicating intention, the
question arises whether there are additional arguments. This question leads us

to contemporary discussions in physics such as the anthropic principle,
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principles of least action, and others. Maimonides sought to demonstrate that

it is not impossible for there to be intention in creation, and in order to refute
the a priori argument against the possibility of the Torah, this is sufficient.
However, to advance in this direction, Maimonides must show not only that
preference is not impossible, but that this preference is indeed fitting and is not
problematic from other perspectives. At this point, it is relevant to recall
Maimonides’ admiration for the wisdom of the commandments of the Torah. In
truth, this preference is not contrary to universality, since it conceives itself as
a way to actualize the message of the sanctity of life, human dignity, and
liberty throughout the entire world. In this conception, the Torah and the
commandments are tools in the education of all humankind—a toolbox for the

repair of the world.
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Ibn Daud’s Concept of Evil and Its Relationship to Free Will

. *
Amira Eran

Abstract: Abraham Ibn Daud’s The Exalted Faith (al-‘Aqidah
al-ra fiah) , composed around 1160, is a seminal work that represents
an ambitious and pioneering attempt to reconcile Aristotelian
philosophy with Jewish theology. Despite its rigorous philosophical
style, which closely follows Avicenna’s ideas and phrasings, scholars
have highly praised Ibn Daud’s integration of Aristotelian and
Neoplatonic concepts, his engagement with Islamic philosophical
traditions, and his influence on subsequent Jewish thinkers.?
Although his work was somewhat overshadowed by Maimonides, it
remains a valuable resource for understanding the development of
Avicennian thought in late medieval Judaism. Since Ibn Daud defines
the purpose of The Exalted Faith as a solution to the problem of free
will, T aim to explore this idea in this brief article. To do so, 1 will
focus on the second chapter of the sixth principle, where Ibn Daud
declares that he fulfills the aim of his book by linking the problem of

free will with divine omnipotence, foreknowledge, and providence. 1
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will argue that his innovation lies in integrating free choice within the

framework of divine providence, preserving an absolute possibility
within the causal chain.

Key Words: Abraham Ibn Daud, The Exalted Faith, Free Will, Divine
Providence, Avicenna, Medieval Jewish Philosophy, Aristotelianism,

Pioneering Jewish Thought

I. Background

1.Biography

Abraham Ibn Daud was born in Cordoba in 1110 to a learned family.
Following the Almohad invasion of Spain in 1147, he fled to the Christian
Kingdom of Castile, where he settled in Toledo. Judah ha-Kohen, author of
Midrash ha-Hokhmah (early 13th century), and later Isaac Israeli, author of
Yesod Olam (1310), both reiterate the national narrative that Ibn Daud was
martyred ( kiddush ha-Shem ) around 1180. Since 1954, however, most
scholars have accepted d’ Alverny’s identification of Ibn Daud with Avendauth
(Avendeuth philosophus israelita ), a translator active in Toledo’s Arabic-to-
Latin translation movement® and a collaborator of the well-known Dominicus
Gundissalinus.? Recent studies have reinforced this compelling hypothesis.?

Beyond mere translation, Ibn Daud and Dominicus Gundissalinus integrated

@ Nicola Polloni, “The Toledan Translation Movement and Gundissalinus: Some Remarks on His
Activity and Presence in Castile,” in A Com panion to Medieval Toledo : Reconsidering the Canons, eds.
Y. Beale-Rivaya and J. Busic (Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2018), 263-280.

@ Marie-Thérese d’Alverny, “Avendauth?” in Homenaje a Millas-Vallicrosa, vol. 1 (Barcelona:
Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas, 1954-1956), 19-43.

® See Charles Burnett, “The Coherence of the Arabic-Latin Translation Program in Toledo in the
Twelfth Century,” Science in Context 14 (2001): 249-288; Amos Bertolacci, “A Community of
Translators: The Latin Medieval Versions of Avicenna’s Book of the Cure,” in Communities of
Learning : Networks and the Shaping of Intellectual Identity in Europe, 1100-1500, eds. Constant J.
Mews and John N. Crossley (Turnhout: Brepols, 2011), 37-54; Alexander Fidora, “Religious Diversity
and the Philosophical Translations of Twelfth-Century Toledo,” in Communities of Learning : Networks

and the Shaping of Intellectual Identity in Europe, 1100-1500, 19-36.
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philosophical materials into their own writings, often employing similar

arguments despite their differing perspectives. PDuring his time in Toledo, Ibn
Daud composed The Exalted Faith (Ha-Emunah ha-Ramah , c. 1160-1161)
and The Book of Tradition (Sefer ha-Qabbalah ). Both complementary works
affirm the enduring validity of Judaism through distinct yet interwoven
approaches—one philosophical, the other historical. While The Exalted Faith
employs reasoned argumentation to establish the truth of prophecy and
religious belief, The Book of Tradition reinforces this certainty by
demonstrating the reliability of its transmission across generations. Both works
underscore Ibn Daud’s broader vision: just as divine causality governs nature
through spiritual, intellectual heavenly substances, so too does divine
providence govern history through intellectual human figures. This parallel
reveals his conviction that both the content of revelation and its faithful

transmission (gabbalah ) are ultimately rooted in the same divine order
2.Hebrew Translations

The original Arabic text of The Exalted Faith is lost, but two Hebrew
translations have survived. The first, Ha-Emunah ha-Ramah was completed in the
late 14th century by Solomon ben Lavi (c. 13707?), a poet in his own right who came
from a family of scholars. The fact that his translation survives in 16 extant copies
attests to the high regard in which it was held, for both its linguistic accuracy and its
conceptual fidelity to the original text. Shortly thereafter, the mystic Samuel ibn
Matut completed the second translation, Ha-Emunah Nissa’ ah.? This version
differs from Solomon ben Lavi’s in its stylistic choices, systematically favoring

phonetic resemblance to the original Arabic over semantic accuracy in Hebrew.

@ See Gad Freudenthal, “Abraham Ibn Daud, Avendauth, Dominicus Gundissalinus and Practical
Mathematics in Mid-Twelfth Century Toledo,” Aleph 16 (2016): 61-106; Nicula Polloni, “Toledan
Ontologies: Gundissalinus, Ibn Daud, and the Problems of Gabirolian Hylomorphism,” in Appropri-
ation , Interpretation and Criticism : Philosophical and Theological Exchanges Between the Arabic,
Hebrew and Latin Intellectual Traditions, eds. Alexander Fidora and Nicula Polloni ( Barcelona and
Rome: FIDEM, 2017), 19-49.

@ For a different view, see Warren Zev Harvey, “The Puzzling Hebrew Translations of Ibn Daud’s
Exalted Faith,” in Philosophical Translations in Late Antiquity and in the Middle Ages. In Memory of

Mauro Zonta , eds. Francesca Gorgoni, Irene Kajon, and Luisa Valente (Rome: Aracne, 2022), 35-62.
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Unlike Ibn Lavi’s widely copied translation, Ibn Matat's version appears to

have been intended for a limited circle of students and survives in only one

manuscript.

II. The Purpose of Ibn Daud’s Book and the Link between

Its Introduction and the Conclusion of Its Theological Part

In the introduction to Ha-Emunah ha-Ramah ( henceforth ER),
Abraham Ibn Daud states that his book is dedicated to the problem of free will.
1 see this proclamation as a systematic response to Solomon Ibn Gabirol’'s Fons
Vitae. From the very beginning of The Exalted Faith, Ibn Daud harshly
criticizes Fons Vitae, seeking to expose flaws in its overall theory. The
primary aim of his critique is, in fact, to replace Gabirol’s model of volitional
divine intervention with Avicenna’s concept of Necessary Existence as the
foundation for providence.? Ibn Daud rejects Gabirol’s elevation of divine will
and instead aligns with Avicenna’s framework, where divine action flows
necessarily from God’s nature rather than being a deliberate, volitional act of a
purposeful and engaged deity. ?He suspects that grounding metaphysics in will
rather than necessity may lead to a conflict between theological limitations on

divine omniscience and traditional:

He said: May God elevate you, you asked me some years ago about
the problem of determination and choice, and you reported to me the
discomfort you feel with both alternatives. If God compels a person’s
transgressions, how can God punish him for them, or how could religions
proscribe them? Furthermore, how can God send prophets to command
them? But, if they [actions] are granted to the person so that he can, if
he wishes, transgress or refrain from doing so, how is it possible that

God, exalted, has no control over something that exists? (ER,

@ See my, “Ibn Daud’s Critique of Ibn Gabirol's definition of Prime Matter & Dominicus
Gundissalinus’ Views,” Anuario de Seminario de Historia de la Filosofia 40 (2023): 201-212.

®@  See Sarah Pessin, “On the Possibility of a Hidden Christian Will: Methodological Pitfalls in the
Study of Medieval Jewish Philosophy,” in Encountering the Medieval in Modern Jewish Thought , eds. ].
A. Diamond and A. W. Hughes (Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2012), part 4, chap. 2, 41-69.
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introduction,p. 100, § 3, translated by Daniel Davies).®

From the very beginning of ER, Ibn Daud presents the central tension
between divine sovereignty and human moral responsibility. If all actions are
predetermined, reward, punishment, and religious commandments lose their
significance. Conversely, complete human autonomy seems to limit the role of
divine governance in guiding human actions. Throughout his book, Ibn Daud
supports his refined philosophical arguments with biblical verses. Yet he
acknowledges that Scripture does not provide a definitive answer, as biblical

verses on the subject appear contradictory:

You mentioned that an intellectual difficulty about this question
arises because we find scriptural verses attesting that human actions are
determined, such as exalted God’s statement “and I will harden Pharaoh’s
heart” (Ex. 7:3) [....] Together with this, we find verses that testify to
humans having choice, such as exalted God’s statement “I call heaven and

earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and

death” (Ibid).?®

The apparent contradiction between different biblical verses reveals a
deeper conflict; the clash between the universal rational principles of

philosophy and the particular narratives of the Torah:

I then replied to you and said that some of the Torah’s verses are
meant according to their plain sense and some are said in terms that
positively must be explained. The proof of this is, as [is clear from ] the
above, the contradictions between them, from which the only escape is to
interpret one of the alternatives. I informed you that the verse that has to

be explained is that which conflicts with the intellect’s testimony, and

@ Daniel Davies, as part of the Gross project, is working on an English translation of ER. Where
possible, T have made use of his translation and have translated the sections he has not yet completed. I am
grateful to him for generously allowing me to use his excellent work. Cf. Norbert Samuelson, The
Exalted Faith (Teaneck: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press/London: Associated University Press,
1986) (henceforth Samuelson , translation), abstract, 2b, 39. For the Hebrew text, see my edition, Ha-
Emunah ha-Ramah and Ha-Emunah ha-Nissa’ah, critical edition with introduction and notes
(Jerusalem: Ben-Zvi Institute, 2019) (henceforth ER), introduction, § 2, 98.

@ Cf. Samuelson , translation, 2b, 39.
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that many verses are expressed in a way appropriate for the masses rather

than according to the truth of the matter (Ibid., § 4, translated by Daniel
Davies).®

Weighing the advantages and disadvantages of both alternatives, Ibn Daud
further argues that the theological consequences of belief in determinism are far
more severe and unavoidable than those of belief in free choice. While
determinism leads to major and deplorable impiety, the impiety associated with

free choice is minor and can be easily addressed:

I informed you that the impiety following belief in choice is not like
the impiety following belief in determination. For there is no avoiding the
impiety following belief in determination and, together with this, it is
major and deplorable, but the impiety that follows belief in choice is slight
and easy to escape. 1 subsequently saw that all I had explained in that
statement was not of a level that would satisfy you and administer
healing, for you had not found for yourself a [ preferential ] difference
between the impiety that follows belief in determination and that which
follows belief in choice. (Ibid., p. 102, §5, translated by Daniel
Davies).?

Ibn Daud underscores the impiety of determinism, emphasizing its threat
to naive belief. By highlighting the dangers of determinism, he reaffirms his
commitment to safeguarding free choice within Avicenna’s rigorous theoretical
framework. Resolving the tension between human freedom and divine
oversight requires a more nuanced approach to religious accountability and

philosophical coherence than mere balance:

For it is impossible for any rational being to speak correctly about the
problem of determination and choice without knowing about the attributes
and actions of God, exalted, and what can and cannot come about from

him. (Ibid., p. 106, § 11, translated by Daniel Davies).?

@ Cf. Ibid., 2b-3b.
@ 1Ibid., 3b.
® 1Ibid., 4b, 40.
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Ibn Daud provides a detailed explanation of his book’s structure,

meticulously building it step-by-step to demonstrate the true reality of free

choice:

For a satisfactory response to the question about determination and
choice, which brought me to report everything that is in this book, can
only be verified after knowing about God’s attributes and actions. [...]
Neither can this be ascertained before first positing the existence of
incorporeal substances called angels. [...] It is therefore necessary to
mention the species of motion and [ to explain] that they all come from a
mover, and that the mover of all of them is not moved. [...] We therefore
need to mention in the course [ of the discussion] the motions of the
elements. [...] It is therefore necessary for us to mention what matter and
form are [...] We have assigned the second book to [ discussing | the
meaning of religion [...]In the second book, we will also explain the
origins of evils. We absolutely deny that they proceed from God. We will
explain prophecy and its species [...] And we will explain the meaning of
reward and punishment. This is the path we wish to take. It is clear that
this investigation’s subject is practical philosophy, inasmuch as it is
accepted through religion and proven demonstratively in true philosophy.
(Ibid., pp. 106-110, § 10-16, translated by Daniel Davies).®

Ibn Daud explains how the structured inquiry in the first part establishes a
philosophical foundation by progressing from matter and form to substance and
accident, then to types of motion—first in corporeal bodies, then in incorpor-
eal substances and celestial spheres. This progression lays the groundwork for
understanding divine action and providence, which he considers crucial for
addressing the issue of free will. The second part applies these philosophical
principles to religion, explaining core theological doctrines, the origins of evil,
prophecy, and divine justice. These discussions are essential for clarifying the
compatibility of free will with divine foreknowledge. Across both parts of his
work, Ibn Daud seeks to integrate human choice with adherence to the

commandments, aligning philosophical inquiry with practical religious life.

@®  Ibid., 5b-8b, 41-42.
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Readers are invited to seek the solution to the problem of determination and

choice within the three parts comprising The Exalted Faith. The first
expounds philosophical principles, the second integrates them into theological
doctrine, and the third demonstrates their application in practical philosophy.?
In the second chapter of the Sixth Principle, which concludes the theological
section of the book, Ibn Daud once again addresses the central dilemma of his
work. At this stage, it becomes clear that the book’s purpose is to ensure that
the limited space preserved for free choice does not undermine faith in divine
justice on one hand or in God’s omniscience on the other.

In his introduction to this pivotal chapter, Ibn Daud declares “This is the
chapter for which and because of which we com posed this book ; it was the
beginning of the thought and the culmination of the act.” (my translation)
Few lines later he revisits the same ambiguous verses he referenced in the
introduction.

By linking the book’s aim, as outlined in its introduction, to this chapter, Ibn
Daud reveals the overarching structure of his work: The problem of free will can only
be resolved through the adoption of Avicenna's concept of providence and,
consequently, his approach to the nature of evil.He explicitly states in the chapter’s
title that it will explore“the origins of good and evil , the arrangement of causes
and their enumeration, the clarification of providence, and the secret of
omnipotence.” This formulation echoes Avicenna’s work On Providence and How
Evil Enters Divine Predetermination, which introduces Avicenna’s discussion of
providence.? By presenting divine providence as a system that maintains order
and purpose automatically, Ibn Daud effectively reframes the traditional
discourse on God’s moral governance of creation and its parallel in human

moral responsibility. He also reinterprets the theological-educational system of

@ Resianne Fontaine observes that Ibn Daud does not directly discuss the problem of free will
anywhere in The Exalted Faith. See T. A. M. Fontaine, Abraham Ibn Daud in Defence of Judaism :
Sources and Structures of Ha-Emunah Ha-Ramah (Assen: Van Gorcum, 1990), 269-274, 265-266,
251-252, 239-240.

@  Avicenna, The Metaphysics of the Healing , trans. Michael E. Marmura (Provo, UT: Brigham
Young University Press, 2005) (henceforth Avicenna , Metaphysics), book 9, chapter 6, 339. In this
paper, I will limit myself to this source, which fully parallels Najat, ed. Muhyi al-Kurdi (Cairo, 1938),
284-291. For detailed references to Najat, see ER, 639-655.
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reward and punishment, ensuring that human actions retain significance within

this divinely guided framework.

In sum, Ibn Daud opens his book with a bold proclamation that its
purpose is to resolve the problem of free will—a promise its meticulous
structure is designed to fulfill. Yet, the climactic discussion emerges only
later, in the second chapter of the Sixth Principle, where he directly confronts
the tension between divine omniscience and human choice. He explicitly links
this chapter to the book’s overarching goal, reaffirming that resolving the
problem of free will was his central objective. His resolution builds on
Avicenna’s concept of providence, which reinterprets divine governance as an
indifferent system that preserves cosmic order without instrinsic moral
significance. Through this framework, Ibn Daud ensures that free will does not
contradict divine justice or omnipotence but instead integrates seamlessly into a

structured philosophical and theological system.

II. Evil, Free Choice and Providence

The problem of free choice is closely linked to the problem of evil. Both
challenge divine providence, seemingly compromising God’s absolute
supremacy: evil suggests that providence is not wholly good, while free will
appears to limit divine knowledge. Surprisingly, their interplay ultimately
allows Ibn Daud to resolve this apparent conflict, as free will provides the key
to explaining evil. Humans, by exercising their will in opposition to divine or
natural laws—prioritizing their own perspective over universal good—become
the primary source of evil. This line of reasoning clarifies why Ibn Daud defines
the purpose of his book as addressing the problem of free will alongside his
discussion of providence.

Avicenna reconciles providence ( 7naya ) and evil by situating the latter
within the framework of divine order. He maintains that both emerge from the
hierarchical structure of existence, reinforcing God as the sole source of actual
being. Consequently, he argues that substantial evil lacks true existence and is
merely the absence of good ( adam al-khayr), a point he elaborates in The
Metaphysics of the Healing (Book 9, Chapter 6), where he attributes evil to
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the finite and contingent nature of the material world.?

Ibn Daud fully adopts Avicenna’s concept but introduces subtle
modifications to allow genuine space for human free will.? He begins by

describing providence as a process of self-awareness:

...And since the First, may He be exalted, comprehends His own
essence, and His essence, may He be exalted, is the most significant of
the attributes of perfection, and He comprehends them in the most
complete manner, through true knowledge, He also knows that His
perfection is not directed solely toward His own essence. Rather, it is such
that it overflows from Him to others, and from them to others, until
beings become increasingly distant from Him in order. (ER, part 2,

principle 6, chapter 2, p. 636, §1, my translation).?

The order of the universe, emanating from the self-contemplation of this
absolute source of goodness, yields the best possible cosmos. Evil never
originates from God.®Since God, by nature, is not directly involved in worldly

events and does not interfere with human choices, the suffering caused by poor

@® Cf. Avicenna , Metaphysics, 340, § 3-4; 341, §8.

@ See my “Abraham Ibn Daud’s Concept of Evil and its Reflection upon Free Choice,” Tura
(1989): 261-269 (Hebrew).

@ Cf. Samuelson, Translation, 201b, 245.

@ The intellect conceptualizes things according to their degree of existence. As pure privation,
deficiency cannot be directly grasped by an intellect that is fully actualized. Therefore, an intellect without
potentiality does not conceptualize privation or evil in themselves, since absolute evil does not exist:
“Rather, we say that the conceptualization of the intellect differs in accordance with the existence of
things: [as for] the things [ whose existence is] extremely strong, the intellect falls short of perceiving
them because of their predominance, whereas the conceptualization of things whose existence is extremely
weak, like motion, time, and prime matter, is difficult because they have a weak existence. [ As for]
privations, the intellect, being absolutely in actuality, does not conceptualize them, for privation is
perceived insofar as [ the possession of a] disposition is not perceived. Therefore, what is perceived of
privation insofar as it is privation and of evil insofar as it is evil is something in potentiality and the
privation of a perfection. Then, if an intellect perceives it, it perceives it only because it stands in relation
to it in potentiality. Hence, the intellects with which there is not mixed what is in potentiality do not
conceive privation and evil insofar as they are privation and evil and do not conceptualize them, there being
in existence nothing that is absolutely evil.” (Tommaso Alpina, Translation of Avicenna’s Kitab al-Nafs ,
in Subject, Definition, Activity: Framing Avicenna’s Science of the Soul , Scientia Graeco-Arabica , ed.

Marwan Rashed, vol. 28, 238, Appendix [4.2])
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decisions remains beyond His scope:

He further states that attributes of deficiency are attributes of
privation, some of which are affirmative, though the affirmative ones are
few.? As for the privative attributes, we may illustrate them with an
example: Light is a quality that arises in the air when an illuminating body
shines upon it, but when the illuminating body is removed. the air
remains dark—mnot because anything new has occurred in it, but because
the quality that had been newly introduced has now departed. Thus,
darkness is merely the absence of something; it is not an independent
entity. Likewise, a person’s wealth is the presence of money, whereas
poverty is simply the absence of that wealth. Similarly, intellect, esteem,
and adherence to religion are qualities acquired through intelligence and
when intelligence is lacking, these qualities are absent as well. (Ibid., p.

638, §4. my translation).?

Ibn Daud echoes Avicenna’s insight that deficiency is a privation rather

than a positive reality.? He illustrates this by explaining that darkness is

merely the absence of light, just as poverty is the absence of wealth and

ignorance the absence of intellect. Such privations exist only as the lack of their

positive counterparts and are not actively created by God, meaning they do not

directly reflect divine providence. At this stage, Ibn Daud does not explicitly

distinguish between human traits and natural phenomena, but he emphasizes

the role of sincere piety and moral and intellectual discernment in addressing

such deficiencies:

All privations are not created by God, may He be exalted, nor by

absolute privations, but only about the utterance [of the term ]

®© Cf. Avicenna, Metaphysics, 340, §4, 1. 1-2: “There is no informative statement about

”

@ Cf. Samuelson, Translation, 202a. 1. 11- 202b. 1. 3, 245.
®  Avicenna, Metaphysics, 341, §8.
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anyone else, for they are not things that can be made.? One cannot say

that God created the absence of an elephant in Spain, for such a statement
is meaningless. Rather, one should say that God did not create an elephant
in Spain, nor did He create the absence of an elephant there. If the absence
of an elephant in Spain were considered a deficiency for Spain, it is not
that God created this deficiency; rather, He did not create the perfection
that would remove it. Neither the deficiency nor its removal was actively
created—He simply left it as it is. Likewise, a person who lacks intellect
is not someone to whom God gave ignorance, but rather someone to

whom God did not grant intellect (Ibid., p. 640, §5).9

Ibn Daud explains that the absence of elephants in Spain is not the result
of an active divine act; rather, God simply did not place them there. Similarly,
a person who lacks intellect was not given ignorance by God but was simply
not granted wisdom. This distinction clarifies divine providence’s role in each
case. The absence of elephants in Spain, much like the absence of pink flying
elephants elsewhere, carries no moral or existential significance and requires
no explanation. However, the absence of intellect in a human being, which
defines and distinguishes humanity, does call for consideration in terms of
divine responsibility.® The inevitable conclusion, based on the philosophical
framework presented, is that while intellectual deficiency may occur naturally,

the responsibility for acquiring knowledge ultimately rests with the individual,

@ Ibn Daud includes privation alongside matter and form as one of the three principles constituting
every being (see ER, Part 1, Chapter 2, §15, 166). He follows Avicenna's interpretation of Aristotle’s
Metaphysics: “The principles corresponding to naturally existing things are three: form, matter, and
privation [...] Privation does not have the status of an absolute existent, nor does it have the status of an
absolute non-existent; rather, it is the removal of the potentiality of a definite being.” [ Kitab al-Najat
(Cairo: Ma thaat al-Sa‘ada, 1938), 101, my translation] This aligns with Aristotle’s formulation: “The
causes and the principles, then, are three, two being the pair of contraries—one being definition and
form, the other privation—and the third being matter.” [ Metaphysics, trans. W. D. Ross, Book XII, part
2 (1069b)]. From this perspective, privation’s mode of existence is even lower than mere potentiality,
existing at a level beneath the material substrate itself.

®@ Cf. Samuelson, Translation, 203a, 246.

@ Avicenna also distinguishes between the deficiency of primary perfection and that of secondary
perfection. He explains that the latter is not the result of an agent’s inaction but rather the recipient’s

failure. See Avicenna , Metaphysics, 347, § 25.
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as it remains within human capacity to develop and refine. Moreover, a lack of

intelligence is liable to ensue harmful consequences, both immediate and long-
term, affecting not only the individual but also those around him. Misguided
judgments may lead to countless difficulties. Thus, intellectual deficiency not
only absolves divine providence of responsibility for human misfortunes but
also clarifies their origin.

In sum, by embedding free choice into divine providence, Ibn Daud
upholds God’s justice while affirming human responsibility for moral and
intellectual shortcomings. Drawing on Avicenna’s framework, he argues that
divine wisdom ensures an optimal natural order in which all things fulfill their
purpose. Moreover, God neither limits free choice nor bears responsibility for

the mistakes of the non-intellectual.®

V. Matter, Providence and Free Choice

Another factor in the emergence of evil is matter itself. Present in all
natural, corporeal entities, including the human soul, matter is inherently
limited and imperfect, making it a fundamental source of evil.

Ibn Daud follows Avicenna in regarding matter as the cause of occasional
imperfections within the divinely planned and optimal cosmic order. Matter, as the
lowest link in the Great Chain of Being, serves as the intermediary connecting the

eternal, active First Cause with the passive, potential material realm:

All these ordered entities are moved by something higher than them
in rank and they, in turn, move what is beneath them in rank, until
existence has two extremes. One extreme is unimaginable in its
perfection, distance, and the removal of its sanctity from all forms of
deficiency. It moves all things without itself being moved. The other
extreme is unimaginable in its deficiency, distance from all forms of
perfection, and is moved by all things in an ordered and intermediate

manner without itself moving anything. This is what we have called *

“e

@ Resianne Fontaine, “‘Happy is he whose children are boys’: Abraham Ibn Daud and Avicenna
on Evil,” in The Arabic, Hebrew and Latin Reception of Avicenna's Metaphysics, eds. D. N. Hasse and

A. Bertolacci, Band 7, 2012 (henceforth Fontaine, Abraham Ibn Daud and Avicenna on Evil),170.
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matter,” and all of this has already been explained. (Ibid., pp. 636-638,
§2).9

As an integral part of the natural order, matter gives rise to accidental and
harmful occurrences, particularly as potentialities strive to actualize.®Ibn Daud
follows Avicenna, when he maintains that evil in human beings stems from
two distinct sources: first, from humanity’s dependence on material conditions
to actualize decisions and desires; second, from the interaction between the
material body and the soul, where matter naturally affects the soul. The
principle that “existence has two extremes—one unimaginably perfect,
distant , and free from all deficiency” applies equally to the human soul. Its
lower faculties are tied to biological and material functions, while its higher
faculties are governed by the intellect. Error and evil arise when the intellect
fails to regulate bodily impulses and when moral judgment is flawed.® Thus,
the pursuit of knowledge reduces the likelihood of harmful actions.

In the sixth chapter of the first part of his book, Ibn Daud explores the
human soul, explaining its functions according to Avicenna’s theory. In the
following chapter, he examines its intellectual properties, clarifying how the
soul’s pursuit of pleasure and lack of intellectual cultivation lead to wrong
choices. In the sixth chapter of the second part of the book, Ibn Daud further
explains that although the wrong decisions of mediocre, immoral, or foolish
individuals contribute to evil consequences, they ultimately integrate into an

improved orderliness of the universe:

And this soul can only be found in a body of delicate temperament,
with fine and refined organs. However, the existence of reality as a whole
necessitates that among humanity, there will be individuals of coarse
temperament, akin to beasts—possessing strong, rigid limbs and weak
intellect—so that they may be more suited to plowing, harvesting, and

building. At times, they may even sell the advantage of their physical

@ Cf. Samuelson, Translation, 201a-202a, 245. Cf. My, “The Parable of the ‘Sower and the
Seeds’ in the Exalted Faith,” Tarbiz 73 (2003): 139-151 (Hebrew).

@ In Avicenna’'s worldview, human matter functions like matter in general: it either hinders or
fully manifests divine forms. Avicenna, Metaphysics, 343, § 14.

® Ibid., 354, §20-355, § 24.

—172—



strength to those who lack beasts of burden, carrying loads on their

heads. necks, and backs, just as animals do.®

Others, by contrast, are killers, taking payment for risking their
lives in battle—not to prevent their own loss or to ward off harm from
their domain, for such acts of killing would be considered valor, one of
the virtues of the soul, rather than a pursuit of reward. From this, it is
evident that there exist deficient types of people who, despite their
inherent imperfections and the impediments that prevent their full
intellectual development, nonetheless serve a purpose in the overall order

of existence. (Ibid., pp. 646-648, § 9, my translation)®

Ibn Daud’s reasoning aligns with a perspective reminiscent of evolutionary
theory—namely, that variations or deficiencies may serve a broader natural
purpose. The differing levels of perfection among human beings—from
individuals like Moses, who epitomize the pinnacle of human achievement, to
those whose capacities more closely resemble those of animals—ultimately
contribute to the harmony and benefit of the whole. He argues that if all
humans reached Moses’ level, a world of only flawless individuals would
disturb the natural balance. Similarly, he explains that the existence of less
perfect species enriches the world by providing a greater diversity of
possibilities, thereby enhancing its overall completeness and functionality.®
The diversity in human traits, arising from individuals’ inability to attain
complete intellectual and moral perfection, further demonstrates the overall
goodness of the world. This goodness stems primarily from the inherent nature
of reality and the intrinsic link between the necessity of existence and the
necessity of goodness. Ibn Daud not only argues that human privations, such
as a lack of intellect or moral virtues, do not contradict God’s goodness; he

contends that they prove that God’s comman dments are actually beneficial ;

And God, may He be exalted, has already established, in opposition

to these disgraceful traits, individuals who are entirely free from them,

@® Cf. Avicenna , Metaphysics, 344, §15.

@  Cf.Samuelson, Translation, 205a, 247; Avicenna, Metaphysics, 344, §14;246, §23,1.35;
chapter 7,348, §4.

@ Cf. Ibid., chap. 6., 343, § 12.
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who were sent to those afflicted by such deficiencies to convey God’s

commandments and warnings. Furthermore, the existence of individuals
afflicted with these inferior traits alongside those who are free from them
is not entirely impossible. If it were, God would not have commanded
something that is unattainable. Likewise, if it were an absolute necessity,
human beings would be compelled to act accordingly in all circumstances—just
as one must inhale cool air into the heart and exhale the heated air within.
In such a case, there would have been no need for a divine command
concerning it, just as no divine command was given regarding respiration,
which is essential for human survival. Instead, this matter remains within

the realm of possibility (Ibid., p. 650, § 11, my translation).?

These statements suggest that the giving of commandments preserves a
distinct space for human will. Ibn Daud’s reasoning implies that divine provi-
dence, which governs natural phenomena, operates with the same indifference
toward human free will. It is not God who instills virtue but moral reasoning,
nor does He eliminate intellectual deficiency—this is achieved through the
pursuit of knowledge and learning.? Ibn Daud asserts that observing the
commandments advances human intellectual perfection, viewing them not as
arbitrary tests of obedience but as essential pathways to moral and spiritual
development. He further draws a parallel between an individual’'s immoral
actions—incidental from the perspective of divine providence—and a house
burning down due to specific local conditions unrelated to the world’s overall

order of goodness. In both cases, one should not hastily attribute evil to divine

® Cf. Samuelson, Translation, 205a-b, 248.

@ Cf. Avicenna, Metaphysics, 348, §5. Ibn Daud does not align with the traditional view that
divine providence directly rewards or punishes individuals. Instead, following Avicenna’s concept of natural
providence, he argues that fulfilling commandments increases one’s chances of benefiting from nature,
while violating prohibitions raises the likelihood of misfortune. This principle does not apply to irrational
commandments. For an alternative interpretation, see Resianne Fontaine, who suggests that Ibn Daud
departs from Avicenna by defining providence as divine and angelic assistance granted after a person’s

initial choice. See Fontaine , Abraham Ibn Daud and Avicenna on Evil , 172, note 67.
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@

Likewise, a wise person should not hastily conclude that fire is an evil
merely because he sees it destroy a particular crop. That crop, along with all
seeds in the world, all plants, and all living beings, depends on fire as one of its
fundamental elements. Without fire, neither plants nor living creatures could
exist. What significance, then, does the minor harm it causes bear in

comparison to its vast benefits? (Ibid., p. 648, §9, my translation).?

This argument seeks to demonstrate that evil is minimal relative to the
overall good—not because what appears to be evil is actually good, as sugg-
ested in the previous argument, but because harm, damage, and suffering,
regardless of their severity, are merely localized instances within a broader
framework of immense benefit. For example, fire is essential to the optimal
order of the world, serving necessary functions such as heating, cooking, and
providing light. However, when it burns down a house or injures a person, the
damage can be substantial. In such cases, it is crucial to recognize that the
suffering caused by fire often results from human imperfections. Human folly
or moral failure may create circumstances in which fire, typically beneficial to

©®  Here, the immediate cause of evil can

society, inflicts significant harm.
often be traced to human free will, as individuals may make imprudent choices

that lead to disastrous consequences:

Similarly, one who witnesses a shipwreck caused by the wind should
not perceive the creation of wind as a misfortune. Rather, he should
reflect on the essential role that wind plays in sustaining the bodies of
animals and plants and in maintaining the natural order. When viewed in
this light, the harm it occasionally causes is insignificant relative to its

overall benefit (Ibid., § 9, my translation).?

@® Cf. Avicenna, The Metaphysics, Book 8, Chapter 6, 283, § 2, where Avicenna emphasizes that
ultimate reality, as derived from God, is by definition pure good. Any perceived evil is relative or
incidental within the best possible order of the world. What may seem catastrophic for one entity,serves as
a benefit for another.

@ Cf. Samuelson, Translation, 204b, 247. For the repeating heat and fire’s arguments, see also,
Avicenna , Metaphysics, 340, §2; 346, §23

@ CL ibid., 342, §9-10

@ Cf. Samuelson, Translation, 204b, 247.
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In other words, evil is the result of viewing the world solely from the

perspective of personal good and evil. This perspective, associated with the
traditional notion of personal providence, has no place in a philosophical
concept of providence that emphasizes the absolute separation between God and
the material world.®

In sum, Ibn Daud adopts Avicenna’s hierarchical metaphysics, which
posits that all beings emanate from God in a gradational order. Lower beings,
being further removed from the Necessary Existent, possess greater potenti-
ality and imperfection, making them more susceptible to privation and evil.
Material existence inherently entails deficiency and the possibility of harm. The
cosmic hierarchy reflects divine providence, with each being occupying its
rightful place in the order of existence. Within this framework of remote
providence, evil arises incidentally as a consequence of the limitations of the

material world and human nature.

V. Ibn Daud’s Synthesis of Causality, Free Will,
and the Problem of Evil

Ibn Daud introduces a fourfold framework of causality—divine, natural,
accidental, and free. Adopting this scheme from Avicenna, he integrates free
will and contingency into his theory of providence and the existence of evil. His
system of causes revolves around two principal poles: divine causation and
voluntary human causation. Between these, intermediate causes serve to bridge
the deterministic philosophical framework with the simplicity of religious
faith—natural causes on one side and accidental causes on the other.?

There have already been, in a certain sense, four types of causes, or, in
another sense; they may be considered one category. These are: divine causes,
referring primarily to the direct intention of God, exalted be He; natural
causes; accidental causes; and voluntary causes. David, peace be upon him,

enumerated three of these in a single verse, saying: “And David said : As the

@ Maimonides also adopts Avicenna’s perspective, arguing that the essence of evil in the world
stems from an egotistical viewpoint, as stated in The Guide of the Perplexed , part 3, chapter 12.

@ Cf. Fontaine , Abraham 1bn Daud and Avicenna on Evil, 171.
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Lord lives, unless the Lord smites him...” (1 Samuel 26:10). This represents

the divine cause, which occurs when a worshiper persists in transgression, and
God’s decree—whether carried out through natural means or not—strikes him.
“Or his day will come and he will die,” (1bid.) signifies the natural cause,
which a person has no power to avoid. “Or he will go down to battle and
perish,” (Ibid.) refers to the accidental cause, from which a person may
protect himself, but which he may also willingly expose himself to, as
expressed in “and he will fall” (Ibid. 26:10). A similar idea is conveyed in
Throns and snares are in the way of the perverse ; he who guards his soul will
be far from them” (Proverbs 22:5). Here, voluntary causes are also evident,
as seen in David’s entry into Keilah and his departure from it, along with many
similar cases. The same applies to fulfilling commandments and committing
transgressions—both are subject to human choice. Were this not so, the
prophets would not have been sent, nor would rewards and punishments have
been promised. The Torah itself commands virtuous ways and blessings
(Ibid., §16, my translation).?

The division into four distinct causes (assuming one does not equate divine
with natural causes and voluntary with accidental causes) seemingly proves the
existence of agenuine space reserved for free will, to which the commandments

are directed.? However, if one maintains consistency and adheres strictly to

© Cf. Samuelson, Translation, 207a, 249.

@ In this context, it is worth considering not only the distinction between rational and irrational
commandments, as is often emphasized, but also the role of seemingly irrational commandments in
expressing mere obedience. Additionally, this discussion may extend to legal loopholing strategies—cases
that are not defined solely by legal formalism, such as ha’aramah (evasion). In Circumventing the Law :
Rabbinic Perspectives on Loopholes and Legal Integrity (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2024), Elana
Stein Hain examines the rabbis’ nuanced approach to ha’aramah, demonstrating how they viewed it as a
means of circumventing Jewish law within parameters they considered just (65-77). This perspective not
only emphasizes the importance of individual free choice within the broader structure of the law but also
highlights the flexibility of scriptural interpretation. In relation to Ibn Daud’s view on free choice in
unexpected circumstances and Avicenna's definition of relative evil, ha’aramah is similarly considered an
individual, unforeseen case in which specific evil can be bypassed through special attentiveness to the
voluntas rather than the verba of the law. In a related discussion, David Daube examines biblical cases in
which discrepancies arise between verba and voluntas—letter and spirit, or act and intent—though
commentators have often overlooked them. See David Daube, “How Esau Sold His Birthright,” The
Cambridge Law Journal 8 (March 1942) . 70-75.
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Avicenna’s perspective, logic dictates that what appears to the believer as free

will is, in fact, merely an accidental cause, whose contingency is equivalent to
the very existence of evil in the world. If we further explore Ibn Daud’s
exegesis, we may conclude that the divine cause, which strikes a person’s bad
choice by God’s decree, functions in the same way as the natural cause, which
man has no power to avoid. However, he does have the ability to avoid the
accidental cause, just as he can avoid voluntary causes, for which he is
responsible. Moreover, voluntary causes function similarly to commandments:
the more one considers them, the greater the chances of attaining pleasure and
avoiding suffering.®

In sum, Ibn Daud presents God as the enabler of human free will,
grounding this capacity in humanity’s contingent nature. Ibn Daud’s adoption
of divine necessity also commits him to a strict causal system—one disrupted
only by human free will. Humans alone initiate causal chains that may run
counter to God’s ultimate wisdom. Ibn Daud builds on this by adopting
Avicenna’s view that providence is an automatic, hierarchical system. He
argues that human free will exists within this structure, and adherence to

divine commandments aligns human actions with cosmic order.

V. Conclusion; Ibn Daud’s Originality in Providence,
Free Will, and Evil

This paper highlights Ibn Daud’s originality in reinterpreting free will,

@ The final section of Ibn Daud’s book is dedicated to practical philosophy, primarily addressing the
objectives of the commandments. I believe this part is fully consistent with the philosophical {ramework
established in the earlier sections. In my view, this section logically follows Ibn Daud’s philosophical
defense of free will, removing intellectual barriers to fully accepting religious duties categorically.
Subjecting the commandments to rational critique, classifying them by their utility, and incorporating
voluntary motivation naturally extend the first and second parts of ER, that aim at elevating simple faith
into intellectual faith. (ER, 662). Resianne Fontain however interprets it differently. She argues that Ibn
Daud shifts from a rigorous philosophical stance to a focusing on religious virtue. She maintains that in this
final section, Ibn Daud emphasizes that serving God lovingly is the ultimate response to divine goodness,
best realized through adherence to the Torah’s commandments. Resianne Fontain, “Some Notes on Hasdai
Crescas’s use of Abraham Ibn Daud,” Anuario de Seminario de Historia de la Filosofia42 (2024): 419-
427.
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offering a new approach to individual providence. I aimed to demonstrate how

he structured his work to establish a systematic foundation for a paradigm of
scientific faith. In the Sixth Principle of his book, which concludes the
theoretical section and transitions into his practical philosophy, Ibn Daud
directly addresses the conflict between divine omniscience and human choice,
presenting a fresh formulation of the longstanding tension between philosophy
and naive faith. This multifaceted conflict also mirrors the tension between
God’s wholly good providence and the existence of evil, as both evil and human
free choice challenge the perceived totality of divine providence. In my view,
this line of reasoning underlies Ibn Daud’s ambitious vision for resolving the
“problem of free will.”

Ibn Daud builds upon Avicenna’s concept of the contingent status of all
existents to establish the possibility of free will. His primary aim is to defend
adherence to the commandments and enhance moral decision-making. He
employs Avicenna’s theories of providence and evil to demonstrate that
fulfilling the commandments is the optimal way to act in accordance with the
divine order. Just as in Avicenna’s thought, suffering is not an inductive sign
of a substantive reality but rather an indication of privation, so too, for Ibn
Daud, the fulfillment of the commandments signifies neither a gap in divine
foreknowledge nor predetermined responsibility. In this way, free will is
upheld as absolute contingency. Moreover, Ibn Daud argues that the absence of
intellect in humans functions similarly to disobedience to God’s commands.
However, while the former, though imperfect, contributes to diversity in
human types and consequently improves the cosmic order, the latter only
increases suffering. This approach reconciles the broader philosophical
framework with traditional theological perspectives.

Ibn Daud constructs an inverse parallelism, arguing that just as God’s
omniscience represents the highest level of existence and absolute goodness,
human fragility—marked by a deficiency of knowledge—is the source of both
moral and ontological evil. His explanation aligns with Avicenna’s hierarchy,
where a greater distance from the divine intellect corresponds to increased
contingency, error, and, ultimately, localized tragedies. Thus, Ibn Daud’s
resolution of free will does not depend on a direct interventionist model of

divine governance. Instead, he incorporates it into Avicenna’'s vision of
b
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providence as a naturally ordered, yet indifferent system, where human

activity operates within the framework of contingent existence without
contradicting divine omniscience. However, while Avicenna emphasizes the
inherent limitations of finite existence and the necessity of a hierarchical
structure for achieving the greatest possible good, Ibn Daud interprets God’s
goodness as making room for genuine contingency, enabling human free choice
to be incorporated into divine knowledge and the optimal cosmic order through
the fulfillment of His commandments. Like Avicenna, Ibn Daud seeks to
minimize the scope of direct providence, but he attributes this “loosening” not
merely to the structure of the cosmos but to the human soul itself. Whereas
Avicenna associates evil with the material world, Ibn Daud reframes it as
inextricably linked to chains of accidental volitional causes initiated by human

beings.
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AR T 122 3 MR T B 2 25 0 50 52 A 1 75 3 Hh e R AR S
AKIEME R, Fe kL 5 ER B EEERASNER, W TFEZE
1ﬁmj%ﬁé%amxiaﬁiﬁﬁﬂMﬁ%ﬁﬁam@%Mﬁ~¢Aﬂ
DU % 56 AT R A 0 355, o b B R/ARZE M B R B 5 T 8%
5 T 5 R L A B K R @ﬁ%mmA‘ﬁ%ﬁUEuﬁ
TR A B ZIZRRE . R, PR AR R S S R B A R4 S5, BEPE IF
R E A, AT TR AR S L B0 58 MIH R AR B 2 R 1
5, RIS BRI B TS R A —— R F I S B DL 5
M REOV AR F R SER, B b, EmRATE FREERE 1, B
AR E SIS MAE T A b, S S A E R AR B ST (B )
KGR S— F R AR S AR E R, SHDBENEEELHEK
FRF PR IF 1 83 22 A 0 4

Bk TERAECE 2 B B R v, B 178 S AR 58 4 SOM BRE — i
8, BRI, — AT 5 B s S e T AR, DL RS E —
RIERR T S5 5 — RHE R 5 B 2 AIORHE , RS2 Byt F41
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SR M T S R B A BRI IEY

SRk, %% (hakham) 5 b E L RBHZ X AL ZERE LA £
FHERERBRZLF NGB AAE T K], BARZE R L
B G R AR B AN B iR K de [ 89 4m iR ], AeikiR P R PS4k 2 A A,
BrR[AR ]G D AT ]EOR R FMAEE, KT LieH 05 WAL A
— /B HER— R B (mogesh) . [ B —F @, [ emAiELF, H R
HH e AT AR AATAUE . EAAL G 43R i B 4 Rk e i, B 4
FRbmpe[ LAE %2, BAR TR ETREES . MERERD, W
iR AR AFZG (O] FER T AL, O ZIREZ-ANT KW
3 Fe B B 64 GE I [GE B A R) S BT BLEY ] 2 4e R T AR A% M ALK BT ARG 49
AT AE] ARG Lo |22 5% B, X2F X, B, [H0]
BG A ARM[Fe G £ FH k2l K [ R A9 £ E IR TARM A F 0

O ZRIEBEZAMTEFRATHE SEY 2 RANHEMIE R, (NBET(EM ) B/
BB R TEEVGMER ARG Wi, S WHZEE The Philosopher-King in Medieval and
Renaissance Jewish Political Thought , 93-101, Shlomo Pines W {E % 45 /R ¢ F i = WA R 9 0 i ==
ik, R REN IE S 20 e e X 0 TH¥ 5 EnR, RIX 5 THSHROAR S e/ EIR, &, A8 H
SYHTTE—ERERE BB IERRAY (B M M AR S R S VU o A AR O BE i, TEIX SR B i b, i - /R IR A 8 S R T
PAFI AR R X E 0 T %%, Wik, Pines 5 H A0 R 4518 7605 R/RE K, ¥ 5 M AR, BICHE
FIY AL A6 F 5 B, TR 42 L H 8 A1, 2 L Shlomo Pines, “Some Topics on Polgar’s
Treatise’Exer ha-Dat and their Parallels in Spinoza’s View,” 420-432; Shlomo Pines, Spinoza’s Tractates
Theologico-Politicus and the Jewish Philosophical Tradition, 499-504, Dov Schwartz [fl & Pines ) 5U&
A, RIS Hofth o 20 5 A BB SEAELL I RR R TS B TR B H 2iE VB E V #ET . X1, Schwartz $
H T — BB U A A T =S XS b @R EVEE N BT B S A G 550, 0% R /R IX
Gy TR E " 5 FENR S, WE-F/RT S, BRI S § 58 H B R R R el =i
I K BEVE 5 H A S5 A — #F, (R B SR 2L IR R OD T Bk Z 5B K B B4 6E . 2 UL Dov Schwartz,
Prophecy according to Isaac Polqar, Rabbi Shlomo Al-Konstantin, and Spinoza, 57-61, JoH 60-61,
Shalom Zadik ) [5) &5 FL KT Pines FYMCIE, J ik — 5t R I R/ BUAR | X4 T2 52 5 5 0 9 A
I BEVEHVE— SN, BEPEIE R SE LM 5, R R MR, IE XN AE T &, i fhae iy
E(#Ehi). Z 0 Shalom Zadik, Thesis, 93-98, ASCH) 3 HT R I /R TS BT AT BRIS A0 A 5 4278
B AR TR-FFEET, ERER, S RROWSE TR B4R DL B 5 e S BT R
IR o B, RN, U ATECE (2 Bl ) SCAR A B 19 55 4 ik 2% vh 43 BT ax PO AN BE 45 D38 R 7K
XTSI RENER—,

@ Maimonides, Introduction to Logic, chapters 6-7.

@ A TIFISA (Breslau manuscript, Bl Levinger 74 A4 SEH B B AR 10 70 ) TEHE 20 SR T4 R
BT BRARTEL B RN T by B I (BB RN ] — 45 BiE " TE B AN #0 A% (A R I I 2R
PAFAE) e B AR I, BIEERZ A A 2% 5, m] DUBE i 4 2 % R /RTE L AL I o, B 78 24 1
H RS S R TS AT AR AR LR,

@  Babylonian Talmud, Bava Batra, 12:1:"“x1in qru nan”R°237.
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ELRMEAAB ST AR FARZAHKT,O

RIS S IR S M Z B BPUR T &, R /KR IAE 2 50s FiE =B
W TRERGKRAEE ., ERURES, B F/RKERE AR AR
KR, R A A e = B b P IR T oK . A I TR E R, 2 500 H
R IERK S NXRAE . A, e MRS HR SE 0 , IR oA R AR 2 B Y. (B
TR R R /RIAT ke TiX — i IER T 22 R AT 1977 1%, HANR
AT, MERIASERITE R ES A, H 29 i R P 3R AR 19 A 3
PR SR R, A5 ) R S s

RS HTBR TE R RECEMZ R R TR TSR 2R AN =
PR A A 3 B A28 — FioU i HBUAE 28 PURS 18 5, 1R A0 e R s
T EFEHX NG B MU EN TR —RE S RIS, ERMA RN 5, B
BT RS RN B B RGeS, TR Tk, HE
e RG, BEM AT R =RIS S ARTR AR TS 585 Z i X 5
RO TH R IT R RIEW A, e RN U IE R SR RE B2 i , (5 B H B ¢
RE D E RIS H LM IE A

AT PRI R /RO BE % R i 20K = MR DR L P JE ORI A, B X
R 2 MEL BT AL B SR H &, o — B St AT i o XA B 947, RE LK
TR R REG—RieR P WS EH 19, M BB 5 M5 AX =MOAR R
VA~

ERECEMZ BB, R /RIIA T8 TR 2 R R S E 0 A
MUREIR, Hrb M R A—FEREENHRE, Br T ER TR
Yo BN, IR /RTE AR S KRBT 2 s iy okt , 2R I ARET A
TSR ERER—ET A B, B MEE UEAZERGHEAZE, L
FEAERE (RIS ) B 5 B = 19 % 58 25 CHEZR SR A0 AT, Mt (R BL At ]
MEAFTRTTL R 2 R/ FEAERBE AT INERNZTHA, L
HORE T AT MR B O 18 e R0 B, It 32, 3t 0 35 22 7 80 H bw
IR T .

O (EM=Bh), 88-89, HBRIE , I R/RIEFFINRIFR L {9 A S50 /K 1A% (Albalag) £ 1B
TS F/RE RS 3 5k SRR AT R AR T 5 52, ifn R /R WA, S8 F AR B o LS R A
o BEANTER-RRE K BRI HAT IR T 85 %8, R RZ S R AR B iz 24 N o B0 /R EL s T
SHHREL, RS Hm S N EEES A A, maE NS NURIGAFGE DG g, 201
Albalag, Tigqun De’ot ha-Philosophim , Introduction, 3-4; chapter 42,67, 4 /R{E AL 5240 /K 18 8
(Narboni) fiff 3= K [ “ A5 3737 (esoteric stance) —%, Z I, Narboni’s Commentary on the Guide , 2:38,
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TEE 2B B =R, B R B R & RO S Z R o, — 75
T, VF & A B AP A AR T e K (L 7 5 55 — 07 T, b 7R 80h T2 Rk
TEEN KRR N RACERINHAL, R, G R — Bk, I F/RE
WA SR EAR T4 2 5T A A B AR O SR, 55 X P T 3R T O i3t
MR B, B A TR A /RIE BT FB IR S SE M SE T A2 258 — R 5 28 R h s
17, FINRBE R RO B EITE T I 0 B8 e RIS B8 1T 22 5 1 &
T arE Z Lk o ek, RN AR R & FENER ;5 H NG LR TH
SR 22 3], LRI 22 AR

TEE 2B S =R, 1EE B 0 F9 R 24 B =0 B U S s8 1 T J MU
M EERE D], (AW ITIRSEE M R o AR, EX — 18R v, i R BB 7K
NN R DA OK SN S EME S, W IZENHEN
BT S T H —T0EhRE, FIEE“ AT BEE U AS BT (teva” ha-efshar) FRNAR K S 14
B R RECE M Z B2 B — 37, e TEae WA, et —
PIEE A BRI . SEAIRHER, ERRINA, BRI E 2 F“KIER
FIREME” Z AT 120, VB AE TG S Rl IS MO 1B 0 R, HOTIE A g el @
PAR/REE B EL) T I BIE, BB SE RIS A SR8 . Blan, & m] 5 2
S ARDAFARIL, 2 B b BB T BFEHE 24 90 5 3R IHUAE , i b a2k
PR RZTF - b, PRGOS B5E - < [l RA A e 26, EEAF IR 7 (CRIHE D) 32
9) R, (BT T, FiE 0 8 T H OB SR IR R B Bt s T BFEF LA Y
FL AR MR, EE T ILZ — AR T (BIHHIE)32: 1) RER &
B PBHNTE  HERHS 2R ASEE, BHAEIRE, X—WE H A
et e ERZE—RAUPME R EE, AR nEFE T, Kt 1
ISR RIF R AR B S, DGR 7k 18 §9 m] BRI B A5 5T (E 1591 = 7%
2=, TR B E R E M UE R A, H AR FE RIS T 2
et T A5 ——J5 B AR TR I RR 2 3, HA A% 1 T 3 — 5 E
221,

VB —RHHPER S (E M Z )% — R B LIV RERR 2, B gt
TR /R Fomdais . 2RI SRR BEIRIET A E NS PUR B AR

O SEAFREZEIRS IR S, B i RRIB N AR (1) T2 R i =2 =] W H B
A, T 5 R U4 IS e i LRI 1 R 5 (2) 175 5 XL R B A0 0 TR, v &0 R AU e B e e 7 1) R S ELRELAS

@ Z:, Babylonian Talmud, Berakhot 4a; Hasdai Crescas, The Light of the Lord , Treatise 2:4,
chapter 2; Gersonides, The Wars of the Lord , Treatise 6, chapter 3, p. 75; Rashi on Exodus 13:11; 15
16,

Q@ FEEE ARSI L) P SRS R A AR
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. TAEENE, Bh =l HfX 58 =R WOUE 5 e s, E
W7 EE VO R ME—RERS S RESI R EARE SN . BN SR NS S RESE A
KRR BN RSIEA, b e DU BEPR 8 2 — M2 EN T 2R, th 2
— NI FEEER,

KT RREEMZE)E R R BB S, EEE L+ E s
TEHj,%ﬁﬁ{ﬁi%@%%ﬁj%ﬁ%Tfﬁ?H#\I%E’J#%*%ﬁé’]?%ﬁzﬁﬁxﬁ
X RS ROAE S, W R/REURE T — R EAF B EN R HE 2]
%‘BT\%J\ﬁE%%E@Eﬁ%ﬁ@%E’JX)L,Ho AN, XA RE R WA A R R T
PR IRANF B FOU S ——24 I A T A 0 5 S I, L 22 08 R
AL BRI T, EXME N LRI FERERTZHER SER N
B E, XX 575 AAE R FAREE BRI T 5232 70 BRI Tk , 38 B4 R
FARATZ GBRAA BRI 28, T b R E R 51 i iy
VIS E =R AT R BRI LS Z R 5K T, 1 R H R A
S5EBE0ANAG ., FRE %R RNFIE L1282 (hermeneutical) T AL
MTEEEMZENFE, e FzN OO EES BR  TEENSERE L
HEKkR RO SZMK, KA ZFIE R H A R E 05RE, %
JRH T —EiB LA, DIZRX—5k ], M RPN IE T AE &3, b
ET 4 BE RS ; E BT, IEZZD/&%T\TMD{EUZHJJ%I o T 2% AH
R EZEEHOEA — 2T ¥ RNE

[1]

JHik

B E 2 EEMZ By P AT LB B TR M AW A, 58—
MO R ERT A RN 24 H . IREIE:, TS vl 9 AR E R, R
BEREITRE ok B sEshEUE Y s TR A R BRI RE D, A
RN, MERSEXRNIE Y, BN EZEDLHDRSENIEMERE N ES R
HREZh M it it , MM Z AR DR T 2R R &N 2R, £8
B3 AR RO M IS R B OO Pl 4 S ah i A L, RS R iEgnie
RECHW A, AEE B FRIT 25 AR N T — Mgt (S, R
%%%%%ﬂzlﬂffiﬁéﬁﬁl:%w T ol T O RE 2 ok H RE S L
M o, T S RN B AR R BE T,

ﬁmﬂuﬁﬂjfﬁéﬁ RGP R/RET S RIM EEE=ZTFEEZR ., F—,

O ZN(k@EfEE)EiL,
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B 24 AR AN 0 , TR 2 S0 RIPRAS AR A 0 B R iA H B AR 5 I /R — B A
B RAE T R AR 52 SRR RS AR R A . Wb 5, W FE 2R
O T M7 388 X 2 ST SRR T AR AR s e i B R IO R TR R B T R4 R [
THAER ARG, B, BT ERDEL 4R S FRERT ANREH
(T IREE ARG, FERGERNE R, ARSI R SEENTIS/E;
MR R/RE R, WK — A ok T 2 5, HR AT RE IS D B D i
BEFARE 58 N, R SE ER A, Kb IR A M ARGE O 25 iiE, B= thi
EHINAIRA TN — 5, B R/RWAN B AR A G, R R+
K5 LS E ERE T, B ATE B RRBERAA, e R R e H AR
BT N, X 22 A TULIRIS EE 1 MO RIAL 52 ST J R 2 48 55 TR XD AN
LT TE

R, BREEVG 28N, T e R SRR TE 2R, RAEE R T AR, &=
TEEPE, 2 — (T 2 EN T %5 R — A 5ERMeH, ERREATEHY
RED , fHE MAR DLB T 45 2 10 5 RN IRTEAE IO AR SR TR 5 s it AR 8 S EN I RE D
RO R & o2 R OIS 1 S FE I, DI {th B % 48 24 2 (R e (0 5 Ui 55 &l Y
WE A,

—195—



JeuIsh scuoies

WABR
el ot

Sources of Knowledge:
Between a Prophecy and a Philosophy in Medieval Jewish Thought
Racheli Haliva Tr. SHEN Jianyu

Abstract: Isaac Polgar, the Jewish Averroist from the fourteenth century, is perceived to
be one of the most radical defenders of Averroes, oftentimes directly criticizing Maimonides.
One topic in which he deviates from his two teachers, Averroes and Maimonides, is the way
he perceives the dichotomy between the character traits of philosopher and the character traits
of the prophet. According to the Maimonidean, Averroist, and Avicennian view, the prophet
attains the highest intellectual level, for he receives emanations from the Active Intellect onto
both his intellectual faculty and his power of imagination. In this sense, for both, Averroes
and Maimonides, every prophet is necessarily a philosopher. Polgar, who anticipates Spinoza’s
distinction between a philosopher and a prophet, separates the realm of philosophy from the
realm of prophecy; while the philosopher receives the emanation from the Active Intellect
directly onto his intellectual faculty, the prophet, on the other hand, receives the emanation
onto his power of imagination, “skipping” his intellectual faculty. This dichotomy between a
philosopher and a prophet would imply that the ultimate man, the philosopher, in Polqgar’s
view, who is engaged in the theoretical sciences and conjoins with the Active Intellect, unlike
the prophet, is governed.

Key Words: Avicenna, Emanation, Isaac Polqar, Maimonides, Moses, Prophecy
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LEBRAS TRACRIEZ BYNFER
— R E(FEIRANILEK

CREYF H WA RELS R RELE TSR, ASCHET 207 F
T2 EBRCRI 2 B0 & H AT F H ] AR A A A
ARE, EHRER(GEIF R RENLER, FRFFUENEEH . F
HWAERNEREE BERAES NPT LET R, EXHE L A
THUA BN ELEN.

[ % # 37 Ain Sof; Ain; JiU & B K &

RARCBIE ZA5) (Se fer Yetzirah ) V@&l B AR R EH IR,
ZRTT FREAEE EH A S R CEE . (GlEZ PYIEFEHZ, D
& T RPFHEWEI L, B AN R (BIE 2 BYHIECEE N R, 8 L ah 5
Bt (B AAR ZE HF AR e B (Bl 2 BYEE O RAREFERmT - & E
(Saadia Gaon, 882—942)® & AL ( Yitzhak Saggi Nehor, 1160—1235) @4
(R, BIiE 2 P ) Z M 4 e e, R H O R Ry bl 3 ST E

(BlEZ BYEARFRAR JEMEA AR, “2003 4,85 (Hayman) £ H

* BFLINRKRYE S 5 EE R 5 LRI

O AKZPLRE = (Sefer Yetzirah = 615 2 5 . Fig 5T K ) A . Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer
Yetzirah = The Book of Creation: In Theory and Practice (San Francisco: Red Wheel/Weiser, LLC,
1997),

@ (QIEBZH)RTREAE I, FR R R RS0k,

® Z N, Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer Yetzirah = The Book of Creation: In Theory and Practice,
introduction,

@  FERGENE - m B LA RAAE R RS QIS 2 A5 H A AR S T 6 12 T 7R — o 0 RS E
HMAGRE

©® B ALBBRILE AL - 4 - B7b /R (Bachya ben Asher, 1276—1340)Fry“ FEH 23", Z L
Aryeh Kaplan The Bahir (York: Samuel Weiser, Inc, 1979), xvii,
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VECOIE 2 35« i AR (BRI SCAR TR ) h B2 38 T (01 1E 2 B)Y B o F4, R R
ik EEN = RFR S, A RATRE TCEE 2 Y = sk, VE AR
SRR L MR Se fer Yetzirah = GlliE Z B RIS S5 Th ), A Z AR
FEEM M) JEIR (revelation) . A I Zh K (practice) FIFE 18 (theory) Bl 1 3 fE 132
(BlEZBYRTFEHOOE, BRI T R EHFE SCEX AT , 5 SO
UETEH 51T o

RS F B R E 2 YR B RS F RS, SR A(S
Y R\ ENFIE 2 DL R B, Bl E 2 B FHE WS (S
BYRIEMAIARI Z 4P, DUHA JE 7 (Bl =~ ) R A S i W5, T (B 1)
H i 27 B S o OB LN 2, b3 5 & s BAPE \FMN R R

(BlEZ PYFRROIETH, B RONEEZEACNEE CIETE CEY.
ISR X = H o B — R i .

—.BIEE

(—)(BIEZ BRI EIESE
ZP R LGS T, RN
01 2°797KR PRIW° PR NIRAX I 70 PP AROT ANIRCYD 120N

2 NWIDWHWA. NI DR K12 RI7...071 90
(1:1)

FEAR A RA A, F (AR SRR AR A (BRI &5 . 12 A P iD B =R i

O HEEKSC Shi Xinwen, KRR = X LG 2 B) B =4 sefer)[ The Three Sefer in Jewish
Mystical Text Sefer Yetzirah], I3 T AT )5 22 48[ Jewish Studies(22) 1 (HF 8 [ Jinan] : 111 K2 HY
fiiz 4t [ Shandong University Press,2023)],2023),168—182,

@ KA FEANBEESHEN(AS) R EZERSEHE S EE B EEH LI HE AT
i Eean, LR 1704 £ 9 A 15 B4R ARBEBL A JE 51 (Abb ¢ Jean-Paul Bignon) {51, 1% 371
WS TR AR ST (B Yod) LM, IANA — & 2 HE —E M KBPE, Z I Bang In 7512, (M
JAZ I - B5EMIe) BTk =ATE DL “ RS 28k " I 3 (9 (R B B IAL) 5 o)
[Pascal’s Triangle Viewed through the Qimeng Fulun of the Zhouyi Zhezhong—Focusing on Li Guangdi’s
Jiabei Bianfa Tu and Joachim Bouvet’s Tianzun Dibei Tu], A% 1E Deng Xiaozheng 15 , (¥ 7b 5 F 0F 55 5 0
B [E] R 2 AR FT 218 S5 ) [ International Conference “New Perspectives of the Book of Changes” ] (7% g
[Jinan],2023) ; 3, DAL ERIEH EEHST BOKZ S EF BN FIGHE FERERE5A5) JHE
b E G g BUEARR & X P05 R A2 R s e, o b, AR N 53 SMEE SR T

—188—



\ |
R EBUA AN 18 R AR ZIE Y 32 SRR 2B, gl B T, X E(ElE <
BT PR TR ERAE MEMREEARRES . P ZHerRIEZE
FEAE R ANAXERA L5 2 R s RR SO IX S > B 1%
7y MO ZE T AEA ARIE T, ) RAE ARG H R, (HEMESEA S
REERME IR MFAE . Il XD ESCE B () B 32 282 8%, 2IHE 1
W AEZFE LIasfs kA FEHzE fBIE TS .

XEE " 4 B2 JEFR 2 (Ain Sof®, Infinite Being) , fth &5 T Fr A 1 1) £
Fo® HR RS LEA (AR SR R B £ B R T H A A&, XA 6
EEIEIRLIRE . © B E1EE M Ain Sof , 1ZIAE(BIE 2 ) h A R A, £F
BEMNBAT:

710 2n% PRY WY N

(1:5

R R, “Ain (la-hem) Sof "X AMARNE @ A T L, IR
Sof , B A1 IETELE (to cease to exist), ¥4 FE#FRA Ain Sof , B LR FH ], &=
BRE AR IEAPAE O BRATATLLE B “ TR E "I\ b 2l ik E  RIRZ R,
Rz 25 (BRI, A2 B4R RS = BRI
TN, FATREAR R I EAFRI DL A =B, e 2R A 2 SN
s 5E LR, X B ) N B IR A 2 AF B AEAE 8 (neither to perception
nor to nonperception) ; tb Z Kk — E WKy L Fw T2, 8 M N <18
(Nothingness) (IR BR—E N LR AN @ETHOFOEEC o
TR X = B R HER , T DL e ) B s R B, IR % A — Bk,
REIPAS B R B VR A Q& RELAE R BE E sl
SN IR IE A Q& H 1Y 17, K& — (9nK, Echad, one) , B E R H
TS RIS 2 ) S, G PTRIERD T R (1:5) 9,
G1& % /& Yachid (singular, it —) , & 485 B 5 — , & A (B & 1 7] LR R .

@  ETMO PREYFIF, KRR, Ayin Sof 5% Ein Sof /1% S , (B A% 3237 J2 38 M 3% 2 0 #0113
Ain Sof ,

@ Z U, Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer Yetzirah = The Book of Creation: In Theory and Practice, 14,
AL,7,
[t ,48,
AL ,53,
At ,207,
AL, 44,

Q06 e e e
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Yachid F#ik—M:, S H BB, IAREELZ o C DL, AR B4 R
Sy i R G, BAT R BEAE (S (I (AR, faithful) 1Y E Tl e Q& 5, B
(OR)EDLFHW ERELR A AN EMN

REREHEINABIEEATUHESHR, R —CEZHESHR, D H
REHEENRETTN . FHEK - DR E &l E & — R 1T ErE i
N, TMARBHEEH T — BN E CRIEASZ, ATHRAIEE © XEHLH
& E S HE BT A ZE S, R, FA R INE B R Gl 2 5 b ik,

(ZNGEVRFHERERMIEESE

ARG E Y T E I, AL F- RS T i al, Hh 85 KREHH
B ERFEHBHOANSEZMAMR G REHEZLL . (515 RS
RGBT REZME AR, AL, B A EAKNERF
B A EGER o SREIA N <5, bt " OB ), A S 1R,
FH R A A BOE A H E B IR A HE,

(GEYP XTSRRI A=ZDER, F—RERERSRERY
‘B ASHENR 5, R, BN, AR, B R T 2. FRTZ
M, HBEBES THYEZERE SR T ZE (ST, X — 2R N FHk
WERRTRI 5" . BEREREHR—BEN 5", EEZIES”,

B BRI G ARR T NS R, BXA 5@ E R 2.
CTRCTEAT AR (S, LL— RVEE TR FRE RS SR
FARR, SERYCRT)AELES R, A KT & e G A2 F H A E R
TE)REEIR 5" 25, X — R 5 W AETA T B4ETEA

KRTE BRI G” AGEW:FH RS, MAEHR? K,E), TR
%, BR T8, &b s R AR 8 B, SBRFZE, R
Tz5s HERUEE R T UG B BE R T 28, R T 55, 5E
#m IR T2, X—BERRENS"RRTR TN ZEN (BE)r T=2£:"
RZEHAS, v 2 EER SN, 7 N 2B & R —
K NH P @R A LR R 3R BABH RIS 2 (BRI H - MIZE (L

@ Z M, Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer Yetzirah = The Book of Creation: In Theory and Practice, 65,

@  Z ), Daniel C. Matt, “Ayin: The Concept of Nothingness in Jewish Mysticism,” Tikkun 3,

®  ZYH Li Guangdi #, ¥ % Yang Jun S8, (JE 5 #7t ) [ The Balanced Interpretation of the
Zhouyi ] (4t 32 [ Beijing ] : #1425 J5 [ Zhonghua Press],2022),989,

@ F55 Wang Bi, 572 Lou Yulie #8 , { F RSB [ Collected Works of Wang Bi: Collation and
Annotation] (4t 5 [ Beijing ] : 74245 /5[ Zhonghua Press],2023),551,
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2B, R Z A 0 A ERAZ BRI . XA T A it
(BlEZ BYTRAMAE, Erfl 32 BB 2, ZE 7 I F 2 £ BN
S, B T FH .

BRI R A R (cause) , RIAHMI A, (BEYEF . “—H—
FHZ1BE e RAM R B E (7 T2, EAEh, EAHb. HzH
B, BRI, AT AR, BEZAWN, 2R, BT T7in 5 M, i
ERI Lz, Hos DU sl AR DUOIHE , FAPH &%, E— AR 2 . TEFIATERT A
DLz A s fEBH A TEPH , BHDLZ B, BT — B — B " Veb BE (8282 % T I JBAR,
INAE R AR, A W R B, B R A TR, RBERA R, IR F
TRk, Wt R B F & p, ek B RENFE, 77— Ams)
D EA B, BAEE L B SRR (BN REVERNE . EALE TR, HIA
=M, B HE T A B TR, A2 P FE thE f . F e RLEm, X B —
B —BA” B — " AR R R, e f8 “ few)” , R w) RO BA RIS W B9 BH , 52 18 BH BH
A= IR E , SRR BARH L E , BAPH R B S E T A BB T o

PR EEZIRS”, X RN S A BN, 1 H B IR A
THETE . SERARERE N “BIPHEE 5, DU "X BRI A2 PH  PHAE A, B
FRE AR BB Z AT 7 5 =

E(BIEZ BYRAEE (G EY PR, AHE N REER ., i
(G VL “FABEA I Z B4 " B BRAAMERE D« “ppth 2, e 2, b 5 Wi 2
=AU E B, 8 H  HEAN . 2ikie 2 H JRN 2z, Az 5,
A 2RE AT RE, JURMBE R, S2dFR, B XN L2k
T HERE, BRI DA TG 2 4" OH i B i B, R 20 B RIFH AR B
A S S T, & R R T RS, (X RN A R R4 KB
7], B AT S SR BH AR, R RIS o BRBEN (X s T MM i B a1 &
& ——FA TR AT A KA RS, BIBRATT WAL T RE , MEE
T B A, B EEE, BNEHB R UA BRI sk, i, 54
ANRITE H A i LUK B BB , bR o B 2B B A 2 (0 AR AR 47

O EW (EmMERE),51,
At ,543,
® [A£,543,

®
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MAR
1204

—HENERSEEY

SRS S eE Ry IR A 2P By, X AL S B — > E =AY ] L g
15 AR SIS M Y AR 5T o

(—EIEZHIPEIER TR

SIS RS ZE R E R E R, XA DM EZ A AT —
B S AERTNAIERE S E R A ; R DT B AR, SRR
FH OIS s = BRI AR GlE WA —— R B ] S AR E eliE g R

(BB Z Y GNE T i 2l 32 S8 B Z B Se A Y , 1IX 2 A A il AR Y 138 X
AR A, R =R R R, Z I B A (112K 15 PP (Chakak ) A 2Bk
ER, tbanfea sk EZIE, SR R — 0 A Sk ARG 5, X AT LS| H A
JEPKIE " Chok ™1 Chukah” B2 Bl FI HUI” . 3 2 A%, B2 2 2
B IX AN A, A AR R OIS . St OB R AE , BIRbER FE i T AR A, B TERR
3t (the Light of the Infinite, or Ain Sof), L, ZEM B — K 55 Y1 Y 2 jig b %)
B — RS R, XAZIE R, REALEEIRZ A “I 48" (Tzimtzum,
Constriction) o ¥ T X A H Ttk A 5 (0 W 406 B3 R 23 0 A i B s 1), T EUAR
2300, EXAEE TG RRADEEN (B EBEFREFEE? XAZIEZ
IRTE R 32 S B EL 2 I SE BT, X 32 SRR BIHE 22 DA (AR B 10
MIF PR AR = 4) O, i F MR T R AREENER TR, REAL
P BRI AR T RE S, A AIEIREE TR, xS HAEL, AR RREMESH
R B TR R, XA SR A T PY R RO i 5
(Atzilut) (G 5 (Beriyah) JERLF (Yetzirah) (&P 5L (Making) o X PUAS 57
MBIE E I i BT R (emanation) T2 B S 5L, B TE i A£G 1Y G R, 75 %)
REHIMPERR , &G FEEEAR 2R, X2 —PMMEEE,
M—EZ I,

XACIE SRR R — RS R, g A B O 7 BERNE ok ) B 9 61
EEEE TEEARYEER G, B BoRAFEBON R, X I EDE
FTHRAA EEERNCISE SR, S8 -H g m st 2 H b Ak, ©

@® 20, Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer Yetzirah = The Book of Creation: In Theory and Practice, 13-14,
@ FL,14.

@ HFERBIER AT, RAEENEAE S, [ L5,

@ W, Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer Yetzirah = The Book of Creation: In Theory and Practice, 14,
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FATRT DA XA ot R 3 e 08 20 1 — S I SRR VE L, XA VE B AR R A
ARt 22 NFEERT 10 ML (R TS o B1IE & 2 E VS N 3T
GG, SE UL, ISR Z IR . (BEIE F AR LR, Ja ok SCF " —1A
kAR GEE  RIARZIREINE R, BB A2 BRE], 52 ReEH 22 N5/
10 MO BB AIE E . b, FATRT LLIAY , GlliSE Ak AUk 2 0T A R
A, IS A 5T R 12 MU SRR

1. B Y (L bR rURI A T

(BliE 2 P H2 S G IS W UL iE AU B A (n1vo0), A AR 2 “ B F”
(7n °92) , AR IINE 2

.T10° DMIR 2°NWI DWW 7 °92 NID0 WY

(1:2)
R m 993(Belimah) Ell1% 4 nothingness, Belimah 526 E £k, 7]
BHIEFEN LA SRR, EitRER S W E B SR E AT AU,
EhE & “HH A A " (ex-nihilo, something from nothing), i /& (fH G115 19) 5%
AR O R R ST AR A 97 Y (emanation®) , J2 T AR A1 Y 2
fifh @ RN, BN AEY, Mz E R s G, b E I A . © R
MR AIEE SR, AR REE AL © AEENRA AR, GliEH 2%
(9 AR T A& F i S, A S R 7. © 5T A S Al (R 5, 2 ek Y
AT BBLAHEAT GIE R B — 28, S TR A W i (B A @ A 5, (Al
2B RN EUR, BR BRI B Rk R E
2.(BIE Z B YT —" (nnR) FR Keter, SXH1
.01 2’78 M1 NNX
(1:9)
XHENARE 32 SR NE — DT, DR AN &, R R
“One is the breath of the living god”, FHE K F X FEHXE —NH A4

Keter, Keter 2 >4 ¥ 19 & & (will), 2 1 #9 =, (Breath of God, Ruach
@ Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer Yetzirah = The Book of Creation: In Theory and Practice, 43.
@  Emanation 38 7] DUERE A (#01H0) R (B AR A G | 5 AT DL ) 1y e 1k
® 2, Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer Yetzirah = The Book of Creation: In Theory and Practice, 19,
@ FL,15,
® .39,
©® [ E,51,
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MAHR
i #26% |
Elohim) ¥ XANEEGR FE—F, 8 k2 b, RIEKIR 0 B4 iEsh 2 @
Keter /23 s HA 57 S RIS S, A R AR IEHE S (concept of cause) @ (4]
HIC)Y G R 10 AR E AT 68 A (B8 — AR iZ 2 0T ), X 10 fmt &
Keter B RMARIL, S E AR AL, & T (nothingness) . BrlL, T4~
Jii AU E“ten sefirot of nothingness” (FE M)+ ) o Tl AEARA] ST, R
RER I IE SR EBIRENT,
54N, Ruach 1 ZF ¥k 2 12 2 ( motion ) F1/& i (communication ) , Keter J& 6]
R ERRA &R RS, (Bl )
1102 1091 102NN 190 YIva An°%a N1NH0 WY

(1:7)
XEAYnn(beginning ) /& Keter, 10 i £ Malkhut, —F 2R R x A,
RERE XN, B EEMCIEY) 28, & el T 7 (cause) IR &, X4
“TH” 5L Keter, @ FATRI LAY, Keter B¥H BT, X HFIEWHE X FNE
7, Keter-Malkhut /2 Gl i 46 80 R 20 45 BT 1) 2290 — 1R,
3 BIIE Z BY SO A BUSRR AR
g2 DAX MINL..T7I10° DNPMIR 2°NWY D°WY 722X PRPn MR [N
o°nw
(1:10)
WA (B 2 5 ) R B RIS R A Malkhut, B R X 2 4
B REBH—1 .9 A Keter & “H”, Malkhut & & &% 1) “ 57,
Keter i [A] 2, & 105, Malkhut B A B 5L, &A% 0% . © (B Malkhut H-%
EER 7/ iy s
KA XEH Keter FRA B S S, Malkhut & 519, 35 WO Rk #
ETFEE, (BlEZBYAN, FEZM Malkhut 1]3E H k9. P 24 Malkhut 2
B SORF Keter B SBR—5 , 2B EEMEE), ha 455, 3K
AN O H A RE RS ME, AR S, XWER, M Keter J2 AT E O
KFRIKH . T —BAHRES  RIB(ES )08, Ly HIES el 57, 5t

21, Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer Yetzirah = The Book of Creation: In Theory and Practice, 69,
AL, 19,

[ L ,58,

[F] I ,57-58,

A L,71,

I L ,59,

A E,72,

® ® 0 0 0

o e
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AHEFRfE  Malkhut 3R G, & EREATFEHENENESR, FLLFE R E X
ZHE Malkhut #1355 kingship,

(IUSEIFFHESENI R ERDHER SRR

(GEIPIAR TFH AR, /S A ka5, DU A B A
BT MRS SRR, (B YA X MR R Rl 5 A K, R EWIL,
PALCAEPTGR, PUG AR/ EN , J\ENE X, 35 XA R "X R R AR s I R,
LR AR T AR A GBI R T, E A — D AINFAE . R AMR R R
WIETTC , HORRAE R B o KA , TR ZBR, A R[4, A Z Bk, il 2
ARG " VBRI, T ERRLE T8 XM s 25— AR ATRELL AL FROK
TR, ISR LA TE Y “ 7 B s iR IR OB AL ORI S5, FRZ A

AT SCBATI L, B R T EH A RTR , 2R AT, (HiE 2 7T, & A 5hHy,
BRI (RN ERIE S B LE D E) KRB, AR A 2, k2
ARG A RS TE R AEE TG o BERTALL R AP DR s,
S AR Tt " OB X 5 LT A AR, DL O i A i S A
R, Eok TR ER", NS, EEM, EADHES, 5FEH L HE
WL, A R n R A D& .

BRN, FABEE ALY - “ Fotferfn A . A Eh 2L FE, S & #
A, B s, BRBH , — AR A 5 KA, AR TE AR A " @ ) B AE A A = i
INT FERAE 2, I Shss R A A=, “2h" A7 ok T MBI T A .

ARIRAECIR T IR A BT B RE AR TE i AR o 5 2 AR Rt — A
BRRIEWE S T, E L2 BN RBINA, AR TR Z
YrgE . FrUAAF AN T RS . ABCE R WVRIE, BES5HRRN
A EERNX B, “ENBZ K&, IR R R 2 R AT A
Zifi B R AR —E F R EFELER 2 h " OR TR F, %
FIAA RIS RR, TR RN, EERL T, 22, 2w, E
BEAL"C, REFERRHIRE E T “HRE R 240 T " OB gE Xk A,

T, EIMERFE),553,

At ,543,

JEZ i Zhou Dunyi 2, 14 7% Xu Zixing 35, (A 78 )[ A Comprehensive Book by Zhou
Dunyi] ( ¥ [ Shanghai] : - # & % 4 fjc#d: [ Shanghai Ancient Books Publishing House],2022),52,

L ,55,

AL ,58,

AL ,58,

- e 0 e

© 6 e

—205—



JeuIsh scuoies

MAR
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B " VLR b SFRRTE , G BERIAP IR AR N X 5 AL L T P i
D XM AT — N EEIRTT,

(Z)HENBWZI :BRMNE,“EFTY

(Bl Z 45 ) A Chakhmah A5, Binah b &, A2 g — B2 #9845, 58
IS S=EREIPER
LABIE Z YR E = AT AT
.LJPPT 0LY WO T 1N LMK 2 172 23 ppn .mn oo

whw
(1:11)
R ZIAA X FE =/ A& Chakhmah (Wisdom) , 23 47K, & i Keter
A1 Malkhult {9 B SHEFIR SHECHR G AR QO FERLE SO, B2 R Ak,
KA X — 4 f , BRI A X 9, i1 & IERMARRBEEX 5,
BEREERTN ROV —", XPRMMENEIEDRADIEI NEEIRE,
RESE I T A= E.9 M Chakhmah JF &, B R B E DLFEE, K
(Chakhmah) A A B R AR DL R . © FATTAT LA, Chakhmah & H
RIAFRIVHCIA o M Chakhmah FFAHE TZIE B E N ¥, HkFRIRWFH
T ARNS NS, M B ENTEEFE, BTG AR, X AR TR 5k
/Ko B#K Chakhmah W HEE R  AR[LIFIERRE, LERERENEN OIS
i, HR T A R
2.l 2 P YXS FEPUA TSR IR 2
LW IORDM W27 NP 0°19IRY O°5W 71227 KRDD 72 2¥M

PP oonn WX YR
(1:12)

@® #AB%E Shao Yong 5, T4 4 Wei Shaosheng K it, ( 2 45 )% 1+ PU[ The Classic of Cosmic
Order, Volume 14 15N [ Zhengzhou] : 5 M 7 £& H4 fifx #t [ Zhongzhou Ancient Books Publishing House],
2007),522.,

@ XHEMEGHERM Keter & H AR F A, BN B 3G s Keter B9 A Malkhult f5 ¥ 5 8 H
oK, R G 9 (breath from breath) , #iF#R 5 & §45% . Z M, Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer Yetzirah = The Book
of Creation: In Theory and Practice ,71-72,

® [AL,74,

L, 11,
[[l k=, 74,
[A £ ,74-75,

© 6 e
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P 2EIA A X B AR BT A5 Binah (understanding, #2#% ) . Chakhmah X/~
RAFHI“—" 81 Binah 53 f# 04 32 458 E 2, X B 15 Ay 44 A 1 AN R 44
T A 7 S R AR (Binah) A S I Y e 19 42 N B T A, H R 61 2
IR R R X R GNE R AR I, R =R, B (Wisdom ) 2R 95
(0 S BRI, MK R A S, Kaba T 454, & il & 3 # (Binah) % &
T DVE SRR —" SR, "L 727, RS, 85
A, AR CIE D, BE B, B R A PR (Binah) filif /2 N1E
T RS DUSC L Gl . FRATTRT DLAFE AR D, B A% (Binah) & 53 B (separation) 1Y
Traa, 2 27 ke A, Wt — " 2 5L BTSN, Bl k2 A 5 — 1Y TR
It Z i — SRS, X A ZUE Y o B9 AR 9 WS4 (constriction) , W 46 () ) & 5k
& Binah, A 32 eB% 1221, 32 FBR 2R A L2 Binah,
Chakhmah “ LR a4 T R4S/ IR M ( Tohu, Chaos, substance) F1RE
2% (Bohu, information)®,Chakhmah 3 1/ ff 7K & B A 0 HE 61 i O FR 26 5 1) 02
KRR R 1 2 AR, BRLA A AE T S 5 W 0 1 38 — B B —— 1R & MUK
PR, MR, PP A, XA Rl LR A R R, R AL
MEIN  aandE B ann (confused, R EL) , (H215 7R) # S, B 5 Klipah
(Husk, #MNE)AREEE, B2 —Fh o0&, BIE R e Ss B BT A L@ FA 710 DAFE
fi# 4 , Chakhmah 7 4= T &\ Binah, 3 JE i/ Binah 1, DI B A7 1Y
ES AT TE RAFTE
3ABIE Z YR Er A B+ RS E I A
WY 22 anm 217a0 Yl QvapY v''nR NINR 5w 7102 MWD

1 DPMIR WHOW 272 mMNm abna® 719 Dnn ann ww AR nnm
WNY T19) D1 N WAN . NNER. "2 MmN 19RATY 7191 119X ann

wy ..M
(1:13)
K29 MEEPUA 5T 55 Binah Ho =4 T 8, 00 (BRI R B — 1 611
&2, I 2 ) E R B — il R = R A A
o 2 AR T A5 AR 2 B T B ——R T 1 5L (the Universe of Chaos),
UG 5T A (proto-Sefirot) f& A #HAf L 1Y 25 25 (Vessel) , B TDUAR KR ER R S 17

Z: [l Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer Yetzirah = The Book of Creation: In Theory and Practice 12,
AL, 12,

A L,75,

[A_E, 134,

® 6 0 e
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AR

i #26% |
15, AN BESEEL H B —— AR B Rk 7, RIS i SR AR, R B A
& — B AR, JFUG AR R T e B DU o BB T I IE W
5 (the Universe of Rectification),®

(Bl BYFREFHFE =D E WK (primary) 7 5, A & 5%
(Mothers) :x(Alef) \p(Mem) . (Shin) , X=">FEE M Binah =45, if]
KI5 T, XY BRE AR B 37 B 0 A A2 R I R e T A A HES @
PR 29 Joi2 A5 53 24 0 B BHXS Sz B9 IR, A 7= A T 5k 0, A T s Al , s IR A B
WEEAT—FE O XA FER)F BRI Rh 10 2 5, J8 TR it 5, i AR o Aok
AL R OISR L A RO 2 A RS A R, IRT AR
RETE B IENHE R A AT, R, (BlE2B)FE =%
=R

NIAR 1721 0aM...NWAD Wwa DI 7013 RPOIM PITX 710

MR WY .NI172I0 MR
(3:2)
BRI Y = F B nwr A =D S B, TG =3O T B AP %
G EEBENHERNE T, REZIAA (BIEZ2BYE—EE+ =TIFRAR M
SRR R =R TR AR — BB EMR, e =N
LS ENAEAS, RE T AT, BRI E R A A Chesed,
Gevurah, Tiferet, Netzach, Hod, Yesod, H 7, Chesed, Netzach, Yesod J&
TBH M B A, 2 T Chakmah; Gevurah, Hod, Tiferet J& T BH 4 it &, 1R T
Binah, fp#]-RE 73 S+ AT 9550, A B A M AR 2 AL
(W 1), 7=a T el sk 17, @

Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer Yetzirah = The Book of Creation: In Theory and Practice ,141.
[ _F,31.139,

[Alk,33,

AL ,45,

(ECHC]

®
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Beginning Chakhmah (wisdom)
End Binah (understanding)
Good Keter (crown)
Evil Malkhut (kingship)
Up Netzach (victory)
Down Hod (splendor)
North Gevurah (strength)
South Chesed (love)
East Tiferet (beauty)
West Yesod (foundation)

()« S EY R EZ IR £ X F

M Chakhmah A1 Binah 4= H{ Ik — 2 197X~ i 25 Chesed , Gevurah , Tiferet
Netzach \Hod,Yesod, 5{ G &) H I A7+, AU Z &, (B1E) 5“5,
KA B AC, I, it B B, B — RIS i kB . B—RiE
Z, iz K, KBRMES, B2 H S, ERmEL, fBzv4, B
=FRMRE,BOBZ DB, =R, Bus 2 D

SN, BT SCERA TR CGIE 2 B Y A R e ) gl & B, IR
LER ASEMVLE AT R— =, K=, 1P, R, ik, R, H
JNGRIU H T ER AR 5 DI B um i Bl 2 18, W 5 2, e A8 KD
ZEL OB R A R R, PR R ke (IR A ) B R R I Y
H.O (B EYEE R T BRI S X, REE(GE)H XE— X THT
FIRRIR « “ KRB o e, AR I & A &, REC A 7, s =1, LK HD
ZEAH AL, MDA T Rt AR RO — = A B L Y
Z RN AR AT, BE S I RERNVE T, BEAS B AR AT A

@ Carey McWilliams, A Mask For Privilege : Anti-Semitism in America, 103,

© Eim,(EmERLRRE),551,

® ¥ RIEXFSY B ANRE, BEE AR, R
541), MU BELH I8 , KRR 17

B HADLE " (5, ( EmERE),

anp
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WA
| 1204 |
B TRE, SEFNRAE TS BRI AN, R 2 E 0 A - el 7
EDRIGE D) , Rk R KM A D E B J\EMOTER, TERL T 875/ ENR
R R % F o Hop, B2 R ER X /\EN 7= A S HEZAERT b7, 21 &,
KA A= BHEH , FABH A ETE i PU 4, K PH 5 /D FRARES, TE R EE (0 VS R, KRR S
DPHAEES, TERCHR (R KSR, (B R E FE R, B IE AL , AP AN B A B AR
fo7xEh e PURRZ IR TREMAE N T — g i, ABEX NS B
ERCIRA AN ENI BT . 1A 1A A, S MR I EN— BRI R £ FH , 52
ENRE R R EmENNIMEN Z PR RN ZPHAT R AR . HA R ENER (5 I
K, REEAGA ) ERA AR/ MR FEY(ILE 1),
o AN A=

D N

N\ SN AL S —
EN i BN ;o
Nl | & | e
I
o

Bl RN EHRF

ROk, T IR B /BN R A0t R HES L 2) , DAk e oh 286 10 52 o
Bl SR,
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P2 NENRITE A A X bz A1)

#7EN(Chakhmah) — %) F & B LR A, 52 (Chakhmah) — 5, (Chesed) > &
(Tiferet, & HH[A]— %1 ) > %= (Netzach) . Hi#h (Binah) — 3 FE WL FE N, I
(Binah)—> R (Gevurah) > ( Yesod, # & 1 [l — %1 ) > 528 (Hod ), ¥ At 5
Keter FHYS 1 , B2 % i/ Chakhmah, 3#%f i Binah, Chakhmah % 7= 4 Chesed
Ky (mire, clay), 5 3 EMARE , /\Eheh 5 34 M S A A0 R R, B AR,
15 Gevurah #2857 , Chesed R 7% 7= 4= Netzach, /& /K B9 45 &y, /K P A H W E
4, Netzach 5EEMEXS R, 5EEENRIE X ZFRE, & K (Gevurah) 14
EA, 5255 Hod AR, 1 Tiferet &AM L, 5B E R, B 4 K PH,
Yesod % R EN , K A 7K A K FFH . Malkhut & F H ¥ Z B LA FASEB A 90
EHA Z2E R AR BT DL Malkhut 171% 5 AR R

=k

UL TR AELAR LR 0 A PR C 035 22 35 T EL A R % 0 5
FRE A QLR T A . R HER IR A, 16 T SR 5 Keter, 910
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HATR
| 1204 ‘
KNS, XN NN FEZ] Yesod, © EARIEH (R AHH) P, IR BT A 19
A8, # A Chakhmah WEIRRE, BB © MBS EEE SR EIR

i R R EEER.Y bR MR AT, B A A T Rk AT
Y, BT DL, S B @ F A S, TR R Golem #8055 ERF U EIEFT A, F
L L WNE T BN ERNEY, #15 Golem MAF MM A7 1E ¥ 1L 0y FE{H 57
WAETE, (SlEZP)R/e—®.
JAM 2V WK WO DRI MNRIW IR 1702 0D 23m ppm...
0772K X2w>
(6:7)
LN, AR F 8 IR B i) & BT IE 22 2 00, MIZ 4R T 8liE
Gelom FyBK%ES , H B ARH 52 5 ) ki G Rk, ©
(B 2 BYXE D NEHENE S HEH NS R ZG, b, % —
A MF AR D GBS Mgk A Chakhmah dF B IRE, 511
AR AR o DARES WRFAREE” (CRZ a0 B ) 2 (iR ) R
AR, rENAR @\ EEIS 55, HiRiE 2k, Bukrh 252 mEgh 2
RE AR R, B VA TEA , B 28 1S A AR TR RS e A iy, SEEER T4 2 o i
AR, HEAR MR Ay
gi b BATAILLE ], SR RIS 2 HYRC S L) T — T &A1
FH OIEEAERIRIS  N T  AEF EH A &, MR D RRICE
FREE RN SR, BRI RRMIE S FRE e G R ERE D DR BT
RUREIR , SRETET B ENR AR SIS B A D B S A 3 .
AR ER S MO RIS 1Y T o, T 1z B BRSNS 37 20 SR SRR R S ), 7
EFHINZELR T, BR(EIEZ B S(BEYTHESNFSAH, (B
FHISZEIFEAL, (Sl PB)S(EE) T & HRENII AR R B AU
24k BB E L, Ao BT B e vh B B8 R R i, AN Z R, A R Z 85, DLET Y
I E R HHHIEER .

Z: |l Aryeh Kaplan, Se fer Yetzirah = The Book of Creation: In Theory and Practice, 90,
[ L, 150,

[A] F,102,

k152,

[ I-,109-113,125-128,

[ L, 256,

©@ 6 6 e 0 6
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On the Cosmology of Sefer Yetzirah from the Perspective of Kabbalah.
A Comparative Study with the Heavenly Dao Ideas in the Commentaries on the Book of Changes
JIANG Ying

Abstract; The origin of the universe is a topic that has been discussed by various ethnic
groups. This article analyzes the creator and the starting point of creation and the essence of
the creature in Sefer Yetzirah = The Book of Creation: In Theory and Practice by Kaplan,
and compares it with the heavenly Dao ideas conceived in Commentaries on the Book of
Changes. It involves the subject of the universe’s generation, the process of universe creation,
etc. The methods such as comparing Sefirot and the eight trigrams are inspiring for us to
examine the respective theoretical constructions within the framework of cultural mutual
learning.

Key Words: Ayin Sof, Ain, Sefirot, Limitlessness, The Great Ultimate, Nothingness
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Theological Parting of the Ways before 70 CE;
Dunn Revised through John, Phil 2:6-11, and Col 1:15-20°

LI Xi™

Abstract: This article revises James D. G. Dunn’s influential account
of the “parting(s) of the ways” between Christianity and rabbinic Judaism.
First, it defends the legitimacy of Dunn’s theological model alongside
sociological and historical accounts, arguing that a discussion of theological
parting remains beneficial as long as it avoids an oversimplified picture of
“the partings.” Then, it advances a pre-70 CE, rather than Dunn’s post-70
CE, date for a theological parting grounded in high Christology in the
Gospel of John, Phil 2:6-11, and Col 1:15-20. Dunn treats John as a late
first-century composition that indeed portrays a high Christology, but he
reads Phil 2:6-11 and Col 1;15-20—earlier than 70 CE—as representing
merely a human Christology. This article briefly reconsiders the dating of
John to caution against a quick dismissal of an early composition.
Moreover, it argues that Phil 2:6-11 and Col 1:15-20 attribute a high
Christology to Jesus through claims that he was “in the form of God” and
“equal to God” (Phil 2:6) and that “the fullness (of deity) dwells” in him
(Col 1:195 2:9). The result is a revised timeline: while sociological and
ritual separations crisscross unevenly across locales and centuries, the

theological parting was already underway prior to 70 CE,

* R ARHE LA TSR E LA E IR E 5 R SO B R # SoR BRI EE
SYBSHFSL” (22]ID730001) B Btk i 5
xx LI Xi, Research Fellow, Center for Judaic and Interreligious Studies, School of Philosophy and

Social Development, Shandong University.
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Key Words: Parting of the ways, James Dunn, Phil 2:6-11, Col
1:15-20, Gospel of John

Since James Dunn, “parting of the ways” has become a standard phrase
for describing the separation between rabbinic Judaism and Christianity, or
more precisely, between two Jewish movements that ultimately became
rabbinic Judaism and Christianity.” According to Dunn, four pillars featured
Second Temple Judaism: Monotheism, Election, Covenant focused on Torah,
and Land focused on Temple.? Dunn suggests that the non-negotiable
boundary marker for both rabbinic Judaism and Christianity was their
understanding of Monotheism—particularly, for Christians, Christology.
Compared to Monotheism, the other pillars were negotiable because, for
instance, both rabbinic Judaism and Christianity continued to flourish after the
destruction of the Temple. Regarding Monotheism and Christology, the crucial
point was the divinity of Jesus; Dunn argued that only in 70-135 CE did Jesus
come to be worshiped as divine, making the parting of the ways unavoidable.

Although Dunn’s theory has been widely received, doubts about his
approach have persisted since the first edition of The Partings of the Ways
(1991). For instance, Lieu concludes that, for the historical study of the
separation, theological interpretation is less helpful than sociological.®
Meanwhile, alternative approaches have been developed to explain how and
when Judaism and Christianity separated. An important alternative is Boyarin’s
sociological-heresiological interpretation, which places the final “parting” in
the third-fourth centuries.®

This article revises Dunn’s theory in two directions. First, Section largues

@ For a helpful review, see Timothy A. Gabridlson, “Parting Ways or Rival Siblings? A Review
and Analysis of Metaphors for the Separation of Jews and Christians in Antiquity,” Currents in Biblical
Research 19 (2021): 178-204.

@ James D. G. Dunn, The Partings of the Ways Between Christianity and Judaism and Their
Significance for the Character of Christianity (2" ed; London: SCM Press, 2006).

@ Judith Lieu, “‘The Parting of the Ways’ : Theological Construct or Historical Reality?” Journal
for the Study of the New Testament 56 (1994) 101-119; see also Liue, Neither Jew nor Greek?
Constructing Early Christianity (2" ed; London: Bloomsbury T& T Clark, 2016)

@ Daviel Boyarin, Border Lines: The Partition of Judaeo-Christianity ( Philadelphia, PA:

University of Pennsylvania Press, 2003).
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for the continuing legitimacy of a theological interpretation of the parting(s),

emphasizing that theological and sociological approaches can and should
coexist. Second, Sections 2-4 revise Dunn’s dating by arguing for a pre-70 CE
theological parting. For Dunn, John’s high Christology violates Jewish
Monotheism and constitutes a non-negotiable boundary. Because Dunn accepts
the prevailing view that the Fourth Gospel was composed late (at least after 70
CE), he places the theological parting after 70 CE. Section 2 briefly revisits the
dating of John, noting that the lateness of the Gospel is increasingly an open
question. Sections 3 and 4 focus on two crucial Christological pericopes—Phil
2:6-11 and Col 1:15-20—and, against Dunn, argue for their high Christology.
Since these passages are widely dated before 70 CE, they support a pre-70 CE

theological parting.
I.Is a Theological Model Still Acceptable?

As noted, Dunn identified four axioms on which all forms of Judaism in
first-century Palestine at the time of Jesus were built. These four pillars,
representing a “ family resemblance in the different siblings of pre-70

"Dare Monotheism (God is one), Election (a covenant people, a

Judaism,’
promised land), Covenant focused on Torah, and Land focused on Temple.
According to Dunn, the partings of the ways happened during the process in
which the followers of Jesus had to “question and redefine each of these four
axioms in greater or less degree—at any rate, to a degree unacceptable to
mainstream Judaism.”? Thus, regarding issues about whether, how, and
when the parting occurred, “the most obvious procedure is to examine earliest
Christian attitudes to each of the four pillars in turn.”®

As will be highlighted below, Monotheism is the non-negotiable boundary
marker between rabbinic Judaism and Christianity. For the present section, it
is essential to note that Dunn’s methodology is primarily theological,

emphasizing the doctrines of crucial elements common to various groups of

@® Dunn, The Partings of the Ways, 26.
@ [AlL,48,
® [t
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Judaism. In her critique, Lieu argues that the “parting of the ways” works best

with a theological agenda even when framed as history.? By “theological
model” Lieu means “the abstract or universal” and “particular theological
affirmations.” ®She worries that a theological model is problematic because “a
purely doctrinal definition is far from obvious or adequate.”® For instance,
“People do continue to live and worship with those with whom, theologically,
they ought not to be able to and separate from those with whom they believe
most things in common!”®

Lieu’s comment quoted above tacitly presupposes a theological criterion:
the claim that certain people “ought not” to worship in a certain way already
invokes norms about what counts as boundary-crossing. If such a criterion is
not clear, how could one know that certain people “ought not to be able” to
worship with others? A historical context behind Lieu’s comment deserves
consideration: in the fourth and even fifth centuries, some Christians attended
synagogue to celebrate Jewish festivals, despite being theologically prohibited
from doing so. Dunn did not deny that such things happened. The question is
how to explain it. Lieu infers that a doctrinal definition is therefore inadequate.
But a doctrinal definition remains adequate at least to the extent that it can
judge such participation as crossing a line. In this sense, Dunn’s comment on

the same situation is acceptable, which states,

Rather the position was more like what is common in the days of
denominational Christianity; that is, where ‘ordinary Christians’ feel free
to attend the services of different denominations without thinking that

they are being untrue to their more specific Christian heritage.®

As Dunn’s comment indicates, Christians might attend the Jewish
festivals without being untrue to their Christian identity. Nor did their
interactions with Jews necessarily mean their ignorance of boundaries. The

problem behind Christian attendance at Jewish festivals is not necessarily the

Lieu, “The Parting of the Ways,” 108.
At

A+ ,109,

At

Dunn, The Partings of the Ways, xx.
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ambiguity or inappropriateness of doctrinal definition. There could be a tension

between knowing and doing. Lieu has pointed out that there were some “God-
fearers” who “hovered on the fringe of ‘the synagogue,’ sufficiently interested
to remain there yet unwilling to jump the final hurdle, male circumcision.”®
By the same token, the Christians who attended the Jewish festivals might be
unwilling to jump their final hurdle, although they saw it. This possibility
presupposed a real hurdle there, a theologically non-negotiable marker between
Christianity and Judaism.

Other scholars also note persistent interaction. Daniel Stokl Ben Ezra, for
instance, argues for direct contact between Jews and Christians at festivals
after the fourth century and thus chooses “to approach the general question of
the ‘parting of the ways’ from the perspective of ritual rather than that of
doctrine.”® Unlike Lieu, however, Ben Ezra's approach does not lead to a
conclusion that theological or doctrinal definition of the parting is not obvious
or adequate. Rather, Ben Ezra concludes that his studies speak against “the
conventional view of a once-and-for-all ¢ parting of the ways’ between
Christianity and Judaism” and “the view that the ‘Parting of the Ways’
happened at the same time and in the same way in all geographical locales.”®

Dunn has no problem with Ben Ezra’s conclusion. In his preface to the
second edition of Partings of the Ways, Dunn asserts that “‘The Partings
(plural) of the Ways’, was and is, of course, to make the point that the
separation of Christianity from rabbinic Judaism cannot neatly be identified as
taking place at a particular point in time or place.”® Notably, Dunn emphasizes
the plural nature of “Partings,” indicating that the parting of the ways is not
either theological or ritual/social; instead, it could be both, and it happened at
different periods. In this sense, a theological discussion remains appropriate
and illuminating alongside social-ritual accounts.

It is beneficial to return to Lieu’s conclusion of her critique of Dunn,

@ Lieu, Neither Jew nor Greek , 50.

@ Daniel Stokl Ben Ezra, “Who Fast Is It? The Ember Day of September and Yom Kippur,” in
Adam H. Becker and Annette Yoshiko Reed, eds, The Ways that Never Parted : Jews and Christians in
Late Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2007), 259-282(261).

® [AL,280,

@ Dunn, The Partings of the Ways, xxv.
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which is nuanced:

The “parting of the ways” may continue to be useful to explore
theological development or to defend a theological interpretation; in trying
to make sense of the uncertainties of the early history of Christianity it
may prove to be theologically less satisfying but sociologically more
persuasive to picture a crisscrossing of muddy tracks which only the

expert tracker, or poacher, can decipher.?

Lieu’s comment that the picture of the parting of the ways is a
crisscrossing of muddy tracks resembles Ben Ezra’s observation that the
parting of the ways did not happen once and for all. Like his potential response
to Ben Ezra discussed above, Dunn accepts Lieu’s comment, stating, “I accept
Judith Lieu’s critique that the imagery of ‘ways’ parting is too simple -
whereas the sociological reality might be better depicted as a crisscrossing of
muddy tracks.”®However, this does not mean that theological interpretation
cannot contribute to describing this complex picture of the partings. As
emphasized above, a theological or doctrinal point of view provides a criterion
or criteria to judge what a particular group of religious people should and
should not do. Without this primary judgment, one is even unable to claim that
Christians attended Jewish festivals in or after the fourth century.

An important alternative approach to Dunn’s comes from Boyarin, who
approaches the interactions between Christianity and Judaism from the
perspective of Heresiology.According to this approach, “The question of when
Christianity separated from Judaism is a question whose answer is determined
ideologically.”® The term “ideologically” used by Boyarin reminds one of
“power.” Not surprisingly, Boryarin emphasizes the importance of “power” for
investigating the separation of Christianity and Judaism, asserting that
“borders themselves are not given but constructed by power to mask
hybridity, to occlude and disown it.”®Boyarin appreciates Lieu’s suggestion

that separation occurred only in the fourth century, stimulated by dramatic

Lieu, “The Parting of the Ways,” 119.
Dunn, The Partings of the Ways, xii.
Boyarin, Border Lines, 6.

[Fl_E,15,

® 6 0 e
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changes in access to power.

o

Boyarin’s position makes sense, as does that of Lieu or Ben Ezra, given
that religion is a complex phenomenon involving not merely doctrine but also
practice, including the power struggle for survival in a society. In this sense, it
is appropriate to claim that Judaism and Christianity were not separate
religions until the fourth century. However, Boyarin does not deny that one

can discern two separate groups of faith, stating,

In suggesting that Judaism and Christianity were not separate entities
until very late in late antiquity, I am, accordingly, not claiming that it is
impossible to discern separate social groups that are in an important sense
Christian/not Jewish or Jewish/not-Christian from fairly early on (by

which I mean the mid-second century).®

This statement allows for a theological interpretation of the parting of the
ways, an approach that differs from, rather than conflicts with or is excluded
by,an ideological approach or Heresiology. It is the theological mindset that
helped to discern separate social groups that are in an important sense
Christian or non-Christian, although something more is needed to distinguish
Christianity and Judaism as two religions, depending on how one defines
“Religion.” In other words, there could be various ways to discuss how and
when Christianity and Judaism separated from each other because, as Dunn’s
response to Boyarin emphasizes, the parting of the ways was ongoing “over a
lengthy period, at different times and places, as judged by different people
differently, depending on what was regarded as a non-negotiable boundary
marker and by whom.”®

All in all, while different theories challenge Dunn’s theological model for
the parting of the ways, this model continues to contribute to scholarship in
the relevant field, provided one does not see it as the only model and does not
draw a simplistic picture of the parting(s). It is in this sense that this paper

aims to revise Dunn’s work, as detailed below.

@ Boyarin, Border Lines, 6.
@ [[E,13,
@ Dunn, The Partings of the Ways, xxv.
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L. The Gospel of John: Its high Christology and Date

The Gospel of John is crucial for Dunn’s argument that the parting of the
ways did not happen until the post-70 CE period. On the one hand, the high
Christology of this Gospel is regarded as what Dunn callsa “non-negotiable
boundary marker” by both Christians and Jews. The former could not abandon
this Christology, as it was essential for identifying oneself as a follower of
Jesus Christ; the latter could not accept this Christology, for it stood against
the Jewish tradition of Monotheism, even though the followers of Jesus did not
think so. On the other hand, Dunn accepts the dominant view that the Fourth
Gospel was composed later, as late as the end of the first century. By contrast,
other New Testament writings composed earlier, particularly Phil 2:6-11 and
Col 1: 15-20, two famous Christological hymns, do not describe high
Christology.

The following two sections will focus on Christology in Phil 2:6-11 and
Col 1:15-20, and this section deals with the dating of the Fourth Gospel,
emphasizing the revived doubt about its late composition. Before that, it is
helpful to briefly discuss Dunn’s examination of John’s Christology.

For Dunn, the Temple is obviously not the non-negotiable boundary
marker between rabbinic Judaism and Christianity, because both survived the
destruction of the Temple. As to Torah and election, these two pillars “need
not have proved sufficient in themselves to cause the final split between
Christianity and rabbinic Judaism.”® The last pillar, Monotheism, is left,
involving the identity of Jesus. In this regard, Dunn’s discussion of Jesus’s title
“Son of God” deserves mention because it points to an essential feature of the
non-negotiable boundary marker.

Dunn points out, with which I agree, that “at the time of Jesus ‘Son of
God’ was a way of characterizing someone who was thought to be commissi-
oned by God or highly favoured by God. It was not necessarily a title of

divinity; not only angels were sons of God.”? Thus, according to Dunn, the

@® Dunn, The Partings of the Ways, 215.
@ [L,225,
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title “Son of God” did not necessarily imply any overtones of divinity. This

observation is helpful because it suggests that identifying Jesus as divine is the
real challenge to Monotheism. For Dunn, the non-negotiable boundary marker
between Christianity and rabbinic Judaism is the divine nature of Jesus, which
is a core doctrine for the former but a violation of Monotheism for the latter.

Furthermore, Dunn notes that the divinity of Jesus is clearly expressed in
the Fourth Gospel, where “Jesus speaks with an unclouded consciousness of a
divine existence with God from before his time on earth.”®In Dunn’s terms,
the point here is Jesus’s “divine existence with God from before his time on
earth,” which is seen as “subversive of the unity of God.”?

Thus, Dunn’s discussions of the title “Son of God” and Jesus’s self-
identification in the Fourth Gospel contribute to the exploration of the parting
of the ways by providing a workable criterion for discerning what should be
judged as crossing the border between Christianity and rabbinic Judaism. This
criterion is convincing, given the nature of Monotheism and the primary
doctrine of Christianity embedded in biblical texts.

Dunn’s further observation of Jesus’s divinity in the Gospel of John
deserves more detailed consideration. Dunn reminds his readers that Jesus’s
ways of identifying himself in the Fourth Gospel are missing in the Synoptic
Gospels, arguing that “the most obvious explanation is that this is the style of
the Fourth Evangelist, not of Jesus.”® For Dunn, the unique feature of Jesus
in the Gospel of John, Jesus’s divinity, did not come from the historical Jesus
but from the author who composed the stories about Jesus. It is this author
who put an understanding of Jesus’s divinity into the mouth of the historical
Jesus, whose self-identification in the Fourth Gospel was merely a projection
of the author’s theology, a “much developed theological reflection.”®

Particularly, Dunn emphasizes that “the movement towards a final parting
of the ways was a fairly drawn-out process running through the first century.

But had Jesus spoken in the terms ascribed to him in the Fourth Gospel the

@® Dunn, The Partings of the Ways, 232.
@ [ L, 240,

©®© [FALE,233,

@ |kt
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crisis must have come much sooner.”®Dunn concludes, “the Fourth Gospel’s

portrayal of Christ is evidence for a later stage of Christology and of the
resulting tensions between ‘the Jews’ and the believers in Messiah Jesus, not
for the first stage.”®

Dunn’s argument contains two points. First, the theology in the Fourth
Gospel is developed in comparison to that in the Synoptics. Second, Jesus’s
self-identification in the Fourth Gospel must have led to tension between the
Jews and the followers of Jesus, which occurred later in history.

Regarding the first point, Dunn seems to assume that a “developed”
theology is necessarily later than “undeveloped” theology, though he did not
say so. However, this assumption only holds if the Fourth Gospel depends on
the Synoptics; otherwise, the “developed” theology may reflect the specific
perspective of the composer rather than the date of composition, as the
discussion of the dating of John below will further show. An independent
argument about the date of the Fourth Gospel is necessary.

Regarding the second point, Dunn’s argument begs the question of when
the parting of the ways happened. He seems merely to accept the dominant
view that the context of the Fourth Gospel, including the tension between
Jews and the followers of Jesus described in passages such as 9:22; 12:42; 16

2, is the late first century:

There is also wide agreement that the context of the Fourth Gospel is
late first century CE and that its writing reflects a crisis between the new
sect and a dominant form of Judaism , or at least a parting of the ways
between the Johannine congregations and another form of late-first-

century Judaism.?

The problem is that the “wide agreement” has become increasingly
doubtful, especially in the most recent scholarship on the Fourth Gospel. In an
article published in 2025, van Kooten argues for a pre-70 CE dating of the

Gospel of John based on a sophisticated analysis of the dating of the pool with

@ Dunn, The Partings of the Ways, 234; the italics are original in Dunn.
A+,
® [A I=,288; the italics are original in Dunn.

®
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five porticoes described in John 5:2.%9 According to van Kooten’s argument,

because a colonnaded pool was there as a historical fact, the key point for
dating John 5:2 is to ascertain how the word “Egrwv” (there is) in the present
tense is used in the text. If it is used as a historical present, the author of John
5:2 describes a past event, which means that the author was writing after the
fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the pool in 70 CE. If it is used as a
normal present, the author was describing an event in his own time, namely,
before the destruction of the pool. Van Kooten appeals to linguistic usages
internal and external to the Fourth Gospel to argue that ggry in John 5:2 is
used as a normal present. Moreover, he examines external historical records
and archaeological reports to confirm the pool’s desolation after 70 CE.
Together, linguistic and historical evidence support dating John 5:2 to a period
prior to 70 CE.

Van Kooten goes further to argue that the entire Gospel of John must have
been written (and edited) prior to 70 CE, as “the Gospel contains no
anachronisms which necessitate that the author must have been writing after
70 CE.”® Notably, regarding the expulsions of followers of Jesus from
synagogues described in John 9:22, 12:42, and 16:2, van Kooten holds a view
contrary to that of Dunn, emphasizing that they “were a practice already
known to Paul (1 Thess 2:14-16; cf. 1 Cor 15:9; Gal 1:13; Phil 3:6).”9

A more comprehensive discussion of and argument for the early date of
the Gospel of John comes from Mark Matson.® In his more recent article,
Matson surveys arguments, including his own, that support the early date of
John, some of which are pertinent to this article’s discussion. For instance, he

concludes Robinson’s argument for the priority of John,® stating, “John is not

@ George van Kooten, “The Pre-70 CE Dating of the Gospel of John: *There is (goT1v) in

Jerusalem...a pool...which has five porticoes’,” New Testament Studies 71 (2025): 29-55.
@ Van Kooten, “The Pre-70 CE Dating of the Gospel of John,” 54,
@ [r,

@ Mark A. Matson, “Reviving the Priority of John,” in Ben Wiebe ed., Jesus and Christian
Origins: Direction toward a New Paradigm (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2019), 128-166; Mark A.
Matson, In Dialogue with Another Gospel? The Influence of the Fourth Gospel on the Passion Narrative
of the Gospel of Luke (Atlanta, GA: Society of Biblical Literature Press, 2001).

® John A. Roninson, The Priority of John (London: Meyer Stone, 1985).
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secondary because of its theological sophistication, or because of its difference

from the Synoptic Gospels.”® This conclusion explains my above doubt about
Dunn’s assumption that John's developed Christology indicates its late date.
Other helpful points made by Matson include:® 1) John is not dependent on
the Synoptics, but rather independent; 2) the Gospel shows a remarkable
literary cohesiveness, which resembles van Kooten’s point just mentioned; 3)
archaeological evidence has demonstrated time and again that John’s
information about Palestinian geography has very often been as strong, or
stronger, than the other Gospels, of which van Kooten’s article is a strong
proof.

The writings of Van Kooten and Matson do not overturn the dominance of
the view that the Fourth Gospel was composed later than 70 CE. Nevertheless,
their research at least suggests that scholars have not reached a consensus on
the date of John. In the words of Matson, “it is always dangerous to assume a
consensus on any aspect of gospel scholarship.”® Or as another scholar
concludes, “given the current state of Gospel source criticism, the relationship
of John's Gospel to the Synoptics is sufficiently unsettled that it should not be
used to either exclude or favor any possible relative ordering of the texts in
question,”®

Therefore, Dunn’s position that the tension between Jews and the
followers of Jesus described in the Fourth Gospel reflects a context of the end
of the first century becomesless compelling than it initially appears. It is
possible that, as van Kooten argues, similar tension is the context of Paul’s
writings. If so, what was the cause of this tension? The discussion in the

following two sections provides an answer to this question.
II. The High Christology in Phil 2:6-11

In addition to the Gospel of John, two pericopes in the New Testament

Matson, “Reviving the Priority of John,” 135.
[F] 1=,136-166,
A+ ,134,
@ Jonathan Bernier, Rethinking the Dates of the New Testament: The Evidence for Early
Com position (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2022), 89.

® 0 o
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arecrucial for Dunn to argue for a post-70 CE date of the parting of the ways:

Phil 2:6-11 and Col 1:15-20. Many scholars argue that these two pericopes
convey a high Christology, or Jesus’s divinity. Given that this identity of Jesus
is anon-negotiable boundary marker between Christianity and rabbinic
Judaism, the dominant reading of Phil 2:6-11 and Col 1:15-20 indicates an
early date of the theological parting of the ways, as no scholars, including
Dunn, doubt that these two letters were composed before 70 CE.

However, Dunn argues that the identity of Jesus in Phil 2:6-11 and Col 1
15-20 follows the Jewish traditionrather than breaking from it. The discussion
in the current and next sections clarifies two points. First, there are indeed
Jewish elements in both pericopes, so Dunn’s position makes a certain sense.
Second, something significantly different from the Jewish tradition is added in
these two pericopes, involving a high Christology of Jesus. For the convenience
of discussion, this section addresses Phil 2:6-11, and the next section covers
Col 1:15-20.

For most scholars, Phil 2:6-11 is a short Christological hymn circulated
before Paul, who inserted it into his letter. YA few scholars emphasize Paul’s
authorship; for instance, Barclay claims, “in many ways this is the greatest
and the most moving passage that Paul ever wrote about Jesus.”® For the
present investigation, the redaction history of this hymn does not matter;

what matters is its final content, as shown below(Table 1):®

@ G. B. Caird, Paul’s Letters from Prison (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1976), 100-104,
119; Larry W. Hurtado, How on Earth Did Jesus Become a God? Historical Questions about Earliest
Dewvotion to Jesus (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 2005), 84; Ralph P. Martin, A Hymn of
Christ; Phil 2:5-11in Recent Interpretation & in the Setting of Early Christian Worship (Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1997), 42-45.

@ William Barclay, The Letters to the Philippians, Colossians , and Thessalonians (Philadelphia,
PA:. The Westminster Press, 1959), 42.

® All English translations of biblical texts in this article are from NRSV, unless otherwise noticed.
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1 (HESLEEHE)2:6-11(NRSV)

who, though he was in the form of God,
6 did not regard equality with God

as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,

he humbled himself
8 and became obedient to the point of death—

even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him
9 and gave him the name

that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus
10 every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue should confess
11 that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

As one can see, this hymn contains several messages about the life of
Jesus, like his incarnation (being born in human likeness), death (on a cross),
and resurrection (exaltation). For this article’s purpose, the focus ison his
divine identity: whether this hymn describes a recognition of Jesus as divine in

nature. In this regard, the crucial verse is 6 (Table 2),
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K2 (HESTEEBY2:6 AT FIZET

Greek English

“ . e L . | who, though he was in the form of God,
8¢ év popdfi Beol UMdpxwV ov) dpmayudv| S
L. s . - did not regard equality with God
fynoato to elvat {oa Be® , )
as something to be exploited,

Dunn emphasizes that Paul seems to propose an Adam Christology,
mainly exposed in Rom 5:12-21, to “express the importance of Christ by
comparing him and his significance with that of Adam.”® Furthermore, he
argues that “Adam Christology is also probably the determinative clue to our
understanding of Phil 2:6-11,” listing significant parallels between Adam and
Jesus in Phil 2:6-11, such as:

2.6a-in the form of God (cf. Gen. 1.27)
2.6b-tempted to grasp equality with God (cf. Gen. 3.5)

For Dunn, Phil 2:6-11 merely expresses a theology that continues the
Jewish tradition, just as some Jews of the same period offered worship to

Adam, as described in Life of Adam and Eve 13-14.?Dunn concludes,®

In short, then, one of the main categories of early Christology which
seems at first to go well beyond Jewish thought (Christ as a corporate
individual, as more than individual) is in effect an outworking and
development of the more familiar Adam theology drawn from Gen. 1-3
and from subsequent reflection on these chapters... The categories were
certainly being stretched by such usage, but we cannot yet say that the

new wine had already burst the old wineskins.

Dunn’s argument overlooks a couple of vital messages that the text
indicates. As he has noticed, there is a crucial difference between Christ and
Adam, despite the parallels between them: Christ represents the new age, the

age of life through death, whereas Adam represents the old age, the age of sin

@® Dunn, The Partings of the Ways, 252.
[Al 1,255,

[A] |- ,256; the italics are original in Dunn.
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ruling over humanity to death.? Given this difference, it deserves closer

examination whether and how Christ differs from Adam in their nature of
being. In the text, at least one such difference exists, which can be discerned
through the word popom.

As some scholars have highlighted, the key term for understanding the
entire hymn of Phil 2:6-11 is the Greek term HOp®f), which is translated as
“form.”®The question important for the current discussion is: What does it
mean to claim that Jesus was in the form of God? In this regard, Hawthorne
and Martin provide a comprehensive survey, pointing out four possibilities that
Paul’s theology supports: glory, image (Gen 1:26-27 and 3:1-5), mode of
being, and condition/status.”’ Dunn seems to accept the second possibility,
given his emphasis on the parallel between Phil 2:6 and Gen 1:26-27. In other
words, Dunn argues that Jesus is in the form of God (Phil 2:6) just as
humanity was created in the image of God (Gen 1:26-27).

It is crucial to note that the term HOPOT| occurs only two times in the
original texts of the entire New Testament: Phil 2:6 and 2:7.9To clarify the
meaning of pop@f in Phil 2:6, it is beneficial to consider how this word is used
in 2:7, which states that Jesus empties himself and took the form (Lopof}) of a
slave/servant (d0DA0G). The “form” in Phil 2:7 is unlikely to mean “glory”
because it does not make sense to claim that Jesus empties himself and took the
glory of a servant. The meaning of “image” does not make sense either
because, as Barclay has emphasized, Paul meant that Jesus really and truly
became a man.®Thus, the meaning of Hopfj in 2:7 likely describes the mode
of being, namely the essence of an existence. The possibility of a condition/
status is not excluded, as it makes sense for Paul to claim that Jesus took the

status of a servant. Nevertheless, this possibility does not conflict with the

@ Dunn, The Partings of the Ways, 252.

@ Richard R. Melick, Jr. Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press,
1991), 88; Martin, A Hymn of Christ, 99.

@  Gerald F. Hawthorne and Ralph P. Martin, Philippians(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2004 ),
111-114.

@ Tt also occurs in Mark 16:12, but it has been accepted without disagreement by scholars that the
original ending of Mark is 16:8.

® Barclay, The Letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians, 45.
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meaning of “mode of being”; instead, they describe different aspects of a

being. In other words, Jesus emptied himself (incarnation) to become a human
in essence and accepted the lower status of being a servant.

The possible meanings of HOp®T) in 2:7 help to ascertain its meaning in 2:
6 because there is a contrast between v. 6 and v. 7 regarding Jesus’s identities
before and after his incarnation, indicated by the conjunction “but” (“girég )
in v. 7.91f 2.7 means that Jesus became a human in nature and accepted the
status of being a servant, then 2: 6 likely means that Jesus, before the
incarnation, had the form of God in nature and the high status of being equal to
God.Thus, suppose one accepts Dunn’s view that Jesus is described as the
second Adam in Phil 2.:6-11.This parallel could have various implications. As
Fee concludes, viewing Jesus as second Adam may lead to “a diminished
Christology that sees Christ as only human and not preexistent,” as Dunn
does; that said, it may also move “toward a high Christology that sees an
intentional contrast between Adam’s failure and the divine Christ’s stepping
into that role with full success.”® My discussion supports the second direction,
according to which “that Jesus was in the ‘form’ of God means nothing less
than that he was God.”®

In short, reading Phil 2:6 and 2.7 together points to a contrast; while the
first Adam was created in the image of God (in the sense that he was not God)
but tempted to be equal with God, the second Adam, Christ, was in the form
of God (in the sense that he was God) but gave up this status of being equal
with God. Such a contrast constitutes what Caird calls the “rhetorical balance
of the passage as a whole: he who renounced equality with God to become
man can be adequately contrasted only with a man who aimed at equality with

God.”® Hurtado argues that the contrast here is not between Jesus and Adam

@ For an emphasis on this contrast, see Gordon D. Fee, Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (Grand
Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1995), 196; Pauline Christology : An Exegetical-Theological Study
(Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publisher, 2007), 375.

@ Fee, Pauline Christology , 375-376.

® F. C. Synge, Philippians and Colossians : Introduction and Commentary (London: SCM Press,
1951), 30.

@  Caird, Paul’s Letters from Prison, 121; the italics are original in Caird.
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but between Jesus and foolish humans.? Even in this reading, the contrast

between humanity and divinity stands.

Notably, the term “equal to” (160¢ ) in Phil 2:6 occurs rarely in the New
Testament, only eight times, and the expression “equal to God” occurs two
times: Phil 2:6 and John 5:18. The context of John 5:18 suggests that there
was a quarrel between the Jews and Jesus regarding healing on the Sabbath:
Jesus healed a sick man, who then took his mat, beside the pool with five
porticoes (John 5:2). As a result, “the Jews were seeking all the more to kill
him, because he was not only breaking the sabbath, but was also calling God
his own Father, thereby making himself equal to God” (John 5:18). In the
verses following John 5:18, Jesus gave a long discourse, which, as mentioned
in Section 1 above, Dunn sees as a clear indication of Jesus’s consciousness of a
divine existence with God. Thus, if Dunn sees the Christology in John as high,
the parallel between John 5:18 and Phil 2:6 on the phrase “equal to God”
suggests that the Christology in Phil 2.6 is also high.

In conclusion, this section’s discussion supports reading a high
Christology in Phil 2:6-11. Even if one accepts Dunn’s view that Phil 2:6-11
expresses an Adam Christology, the texts indicate that this Christology moves
toward a direction opposite to what Dunn thought: it describes Christ as divine
instead of as merely human. Because in Dunn, Jesus’s divine nature is the non-
negotiable boundary marker between the followers of Jesus and the group of
Jews that later became rabbinic Judaism, the theological parting of the ways
might occur as early as the date of Philippians. It makes sense to assume, as
van Kooten does, that Paul knew the expulsions of followers of Jesus from

synagogues described in John 9:22, 12:42, and 16:2.
IV. The high Christology in Col 1:15-20

Like Phil 2:6-11, Col 1:15-20 is also widely seen as a Christological hymn

circulated before the composition ofColossians.? While it is controversial

@® Hurtado, How on Earth Did Jesus Become a God?, 100.
@ Caird, Paul’s Letters from Prison, 174; David Hay, Colossians (Nashville, TN: Abingdon
Press, 2000), 50. Peter T. O’ Brien, Colossians, Philemon (Dallas, TX: Word Books, 1982), 32.
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whether the author of this letter is Paul, it is largely agreed that its theology is

distinctively Pauline, Pespecially given the similarities between Colossians and

Ephesians.?For this paper’s discussion, what matters is the Christology the

texts expresses, no matter who wrote it and where its theology came from.

a hymn, its entire content is as follows(Table 3) ;¥

R3I (KFHEN:15-20

As

He is the image of the invisible God,

The firstborn over all creation,

16

For in him all things were created,
In heaven and on earth,
Things visible and invisible,
Whether thrones or dominions, principalities or powers,

All things were created through him and for him;

17

And he is before all things,
And in him all things hold together.

18

And he is the head of the body, the church.
He is the beginning,
The firstborn from the dead,

In order that he might be pre-eminent in everything,

19

For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell,

20

And through him to reconcile all things to him,
Whether things on earth or in heaven,

By making peace through his blood shed on the cross.

The statement that Jesus is in the image of God (Col 1:15) resembles the
assertion in Phil 2:6 that Jesus was in the form of God. Thus, if Phil 2:6-11

has a high Christology, as discussed above, Col 1:15-20 also exhibits a similar

@ Caird, Paul’s Letters from Prison, 174; Hay, Colossians, 53; O’ Brien, Colossians, Philemon ,

40-41.

@  Synge, Philippians and Colossians, 53-59.
@  O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon.

—232—



rape = == P - 3 : n
\ |

Christology; one can argue that Col 1:15-20 sets out a contrast between Adam

and Christ.” However, the message of Col 1:15-20 is much more complicated
because it is related to several different traditions, including the Jewish
tradition concerning Wisdom, which Dunn emphasizes. As Dunn sees it, this
passage, as well as 1 Cor 8:6 and probably Phil 2:6-11, uses Wisdom language
that is typically Jewish tradition concerning divine Wisdom to describe the pre-

existence of Christ.?Some typical Jewish texts Dunn mentions include( Table
4).9

R4 RANFFEFEHNER”

The LORD created me at the beginning of his work,

the first of his acts of long ago.

Prov 8:22-23
Ages ago | was set up,
at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
) From eternity, in the beginning, he created me,
Sir 24:9 . .
And for eternity I shall not cease to exist
For she is the reflection of eternal light,
Wisd 7:26 the spotless mirror of the power of God,

the image of his goodness.

Il Enoch 30:8 | On the sixth day I commanded my wisdom to create man.

Dunn also argues that Jesus seems to link himself with the figure of divine
Wisdom because, in Luke 7:35, he calls himself a child of Wisdom.® For
Dunn, the point is that the statements about a figure of divine Wisdom were
widespread during Second Temple Judaism without being seen as any threat to
the doctrine of Monotheism because Wisdom was not seen as another god.®

While the parallels between Col 1: 15-20 and the Jewish tradition of

@ Fee, Pauline Christology, 518.

@ Dunn, The Partings of the Ways, 257.
® [[L,258,

® [E,231,

® A E,259,
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Wisdom are explicit, as other scholars have also noted,? it is not so explicit

that Col 1:15-20 continues or accepts the Jewish understanding of Wisdom. In
my discussion of Adam Christology in Phil 2:6-11, I argued that Paul might
use the tradition of Adam to develop a Christology different from or even
contrary to the Jewish understanding of Adam. This argument applies to Col
1:15-20 as well because, in Beetham’s insightful words, “The composer of the
hymn or poem [Col 1:15-20], however, has taken his description of Christ in
the language of Wisdom/Word an astonishing step beyond anything said about

the Wisdom/Word figure in the early Jewish literature.”®

Beetham mentions a couple of places where Col 1: 15-20 goes “an
astonishing step” beyond Jewish literature about Wisdom. He argues that in
Col 1:16, all things were created in him (€iGantdov ), instead of merely
through him, and “this is language that elsewhere in the NT is reserved for
God alone (see Rom 11:36; 1 Cor 8:6; Heb 2:10).”9This example is not
sufficiently convincing because the statements in Rom 11:36; 1 Cor 8:6 and
Heb 2:10 are different, involving not creation but the existence of the world in
him (God). A more convincing example is Beetham’s observation that
“Wisdom figure has been connected to the crucified and resurrected Jesus
Christ, an actual historical figure. This interpretation stood in strong contrast
to the Judaism of the apostles’ day, which identified Wisdom with their
Scriptures, the Torah.”®

This latter example is more convincing because a brief comparison ofthe
Wisdom of Solomon with Col 1:15-20 regarding their connection to Prov 8 can
clarify the point. First, as Beetham has observed, while divine Wisdom is
personified in the Wisdom of Solomon, it is not connected to a historical
person’s entire life. Second, the personified Wisdom functions differently from

Jesus. Take Wisd 8:16 as an example, where the notion of personified Wisdom

@ See, for instance, Marianne Meye Thompson, Colossians and Philemon (Grand Rapids, MI:
William B. Eerdmans, 2005), 29.Hay, Colossians, 54; O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon ,38-39.

@  Christopher A. Beetham, Echoes of Scripture in the Letter of Paul to the Colossians (Leiden:
Brill, 2008), 137.

® Beetham, Echoes of Scripture, 137.

@ A E,139,
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has here reached its peak:® Wisdom accompanies humans to bring pleasure and

joy, avoiding harshness and pain. Jesus functions more broadly and deeply: he
is the head of the church and the firstborn from the dead; he reconciles all
things and makes peace through his blood. It is not merely about joy and
pleasure but is concerned with reconciliation and salvation. Lastly, and most
importantly, Col 1:19 describes Jesus in a way that does not occur in any
Wisdom literature: “In him all the fullness was pleased to dwell.”

There has been a debate on the source of the term fullness (TANpopa ),
which also occurs in Col 2:9 to describe Jesus in a similar but more precise way
(see Table 5 below) :

RS5 (KFAEPN:19F 2.9 WFEBIMEL

Greek English

OTL €v a0T® €VSOKNOEV TIAV TO TIAN For in him all the fullness

Col 1:19 1 hopa KatotkRoa

was pleased to dwell

OTL £V aUT® KATOLWKET TIAV TO MARPW | For in him the whole fullness

Col 2 :9 ~ r ~
pa T @€0TNTOG CWUATIKOG of deity dwells bodily

Some scholars argue that ml\fipopa is a technical term of Christian
Gnosticism to describe all the aecons or emanations which came from God.?
Other scholars disagree. For instance, Melick presents two cases that counter
this interpretation. First, Gnosticism was a second-century movement, and
there is no real evidence for a widespread Gnostic-like worldview near the
middle of the first century.”? Second, since emanations are distinct from God,
the phrase “fullness (mAgpopa) of deity” indicates a non-Gnostic interpretation
of mifpwpa. The second point is similar to that of Hay, who states, “Unlike

later Gnosticism, the hymn makes no distinction between God and the

@ Takamitsu Muraoka, The Wisdom of Solomon in the Septuagint (Leuven: Peeters 2024), 88.

@ Barclay, The Letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thesalonians, 136-137; E. Lohse,
Colossians and Philip pians (Philadelphia, PA: Fortress, 1971), 57.

@ Melick , Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, 213; see also E. Yamauchi, Pre-Christian
Gnosticism : A Survey of Proposed Evidences (2™ ed; Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1973).
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“‘fullness’,”Pand Moule, who argues that “fullness of deity” cannot possibly

be equated with the Gnostics’ hierarchy of beings lying between God and the
world.?As discussed below, whether this term is from Gnosticism or not, the
readers of Col 1:19 and 2:9 may understand Jesus as divine.

If mMifpopa is not a technical term from Gnosticism, one can understand it
according to its literal meaning. In this case, as Melick points out, the term
maymean simply “totality,” and it expresses that “Jesus was completely God.
Everything that God is, Jesus is.” @It is helpful to note that, the “dwelling of
the fullness” is modified by the adverb “bodily” (copatikdc), which occurs
only once in the NT. In O’ Brien’s high Christological reading of Col 1:19 and
2:9, “the addition of copatikdg (“bodily”) indicates the manner in which the
fullness dwells in Christ.”® According to this reading, God dwells in Jesus
completely in a physical, substantial, and ontological sense. It is not merely a
functional term describing the idea that God completely saves through Jesus,
as “a functional Christology presupposes, and finds its ultimate basis in, an
ontological Christology.”®

Caird puts forward four possible meanings of “bodily” (copatikdg) :9(a)
“in bodily form,” i.e., incarnate; (b) “embodied,” i.e., in the corporate life of
the church; (c¢) “in organic unity,” and not diffused throughout a hierarchy of
powers; (d) “in solid reality.” Caird argues for (d) and against others.
Differently, Wright states that one does not have to choose between (a) and
(d) because “part of Paul’s point is that the incarnation, the taking of ‘bodily’
form by God, was and is the ‘solid reality’ in which were fulfilled all the
earlier foreshadowings.”® Wright's comment also applies to other options,

although he does not examine them. For instance, it is possible that Paul saw

® Hay, Colossians, 62.

@ C. F. D. Moule, Paul the Apostle to the Colossians and to Philemon (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1957; reprint 1991), 166.

® Melick, Philippians,Colossians, Philemon ,213.

@  O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 111.

® [[ALk,112,

©  Caird, Paul’s Letters from Prison, 191.

@ N. T. Wright, Colossians and Philemon : An Introduction and Commentary (Downers Grove,
IL: IVP Academic, 2008),89.
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the incarnation as God’s real dwelling in Jesus to make him the head of the
Church (Col 1:18). The point is that all the possible readings of “bodily”

(owpotik@dc) do not exclude each other, including (c¢), the focus of the

following discussion.

As emphasized above, many scholars nowadays do not see mAfjpmpa in Col
1:19 and 2:9 as a technical term coming from Gnosticism. Caird even argues
that Gnosticism borrowed this concept from Paul.? For this article, what
matters is the theological meaning of this term, rather than its historical
origin. It is not harmful to assume, according to the view of a few scholars,
that mAnpopa in Col 1:19 and 2:9 is a Gnostic or Gnostic-like term. Even if this
is the case, readers may still read Jesus as divine rather than human because
the author was using this term in an anti-Gnostic sense, as indicated by the
warning against false teachings in Col 2:8: See to it that no one takes you
captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition,
according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ.

The author of Colossians was teaching something different from what was
circulated, including philosophy, human tradition, and the elemental spirits of
the universe. Whatever those false teachings are, the author warned his
audience to reject them. Thus, if Gnosticism or Gnostic-like thought was one
of the false teachings, the author was using a term from this thought to argue
against it—which makes sense of the above (c¢) reading of *“bodily”
(owpotik@dg) in Caird. Because Gnosticism understood Jesus as one of the
emanations or even all the emanations (Gnostic TAfjpoua), Jesus was lower
than God; in contrast,the author taught an opposite understanding of Jesus as
completely (Christian TAfpopa) divine.

Returning to the entire hymn, one may also find some parallels between it
and other contemporary thoughts, such as Platonic cosmology, which
describes the cosmos as the visible image of an intelligible god.? However,

such parallels are far from suggesting that the author described a Platonic

@  Caird, Paul’s Letters from Prison, 180-181.

@ Markus Barth and Helmut Blanke, Colossians: A New Translation with Introduction and
Commentary (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2008), 160. Hay, Colossians, 58. Lohse,
Colossians and Philippians, 50.Wright, Colossians and Philemon , 47.
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Jesus. Similar comments apply to the possible impact of Stoic philosophy on

this hymn because some scholars have noticed that “there are close parallels
and also crucial differences between Stoic cosmology and the hymnic material
of Col. 1.15-20.” PThe warning in Col 2:8 suggests that the author might be
teaching against a Platonic or Stoic understanding of Jesus, although a Platonic
or Stoic term might be used. Such a writing strategy resembles the one Phil 2.
6-11 suggests. As discussed in the preceding section, a parallel between Adam
and Christ does not imply that Paul proposed an Adam theology that interprets
Jesus as merely a human; rather, Paul set up a contrast between Adam and
Christ to highlight Jesus’s divine nature.

All in all, a closer examination of Col 1:15-20, especially its description of
Jesus as the image of God (Col 1:15) and the statements that the fullness (of
deity) dwells in Jesus (Col 1:19; 2:9), indicates a high Christology that raises
Jesus as high as God instead of a low Christology that interprets Jesus as
human. Together, Phil 2:6-11 and Col 1:15-20 point to what Dunn calls a non-
negotiable boundary marker between Christianity and rabbinic Judaism—

Jesus’s divinity.
V .Conclusion

This study has argued that theology and sociology are not rival
frameworks but complementary lenses for describing the ongoing “partings”
between emergent Christianity and rabbinic Judaism. Because, as Dunn has
pointed out, Monotheism/Christology provides the non-negotiable boundary
markers, theological criteria legitimately help us discern when specific claims
cross a line—even when social practice remained “muddy,” overlapping, and
locally variable for centuries. According to Dunn, the theological parting did
not happen until post-70 CE because 1) it has been widely agreed that the
Gospel of John, which contains a high Christology that could serve as the non-
negotiable boundary marker, was composed at the end of the first century and
2)Phil 2:6-11 and Col 1:15-20, although composed before 70 CE, portray a

low Christology within the Jewish tradition, not describing Jesus as divine.

@ Vicky Balabanshi, Colossians: An Eco—Stoic Reading (London: T&.T Clark, 2020), 74.
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While the article does not claim consensus on an early Johannine date, it

highlights reasons to doubt a consensus on a late date, decoupling high
Christology from a necessarily late compositional setting. Doing so weakens
Dunn’s case for postponing the theological parting and aligns with the
possibility that expulsions and synagogue conflicts reported by John were
already known in the Pauline horizon because, textually, Phil 2:6-11 and Col
1:15-20 support a high Christology that might have caused the line to be
crossed. The statements that Jesus was in the form of God and equal to God
(Phil 2:6) and that fullness (of deity) dwells in Jesus (Col 1:19; 2:9) indicate
an ontological elevation of Jesus that stretches and surpasses the extant Jewish
categories like Adam/Wisdom motifs. These passages therefore relocate the
theological parting earlier than Dunn’s 70-135 window, even while
acknowledging the Jewish resonances both authors employ.

The case offered here is cumulative rather than definitive, for it relies on
caution against drawing a settled conclusion about the date of John and
simultaneously arguments for a high Christology in Phil 2:6-11 and Col 1:15-
20. Taken together, these lines of inquiry can refine a more nuanced
chronology: multiple social “partings” across the long second-fourth centuries,
grounded in an earlier, pre-70 theological parting marked by the confession of

Jesus as sharing in the divine identity.

—239—



JeuIsh scuoies

MAR
1204

NIT 70 FEURTH S EZE”
— BN HABE)CHESL L F2:6-11 5CI T W H)1:15-20 2 5B B B 51T
FIR

[(HEYAXERBEITESRY -D. G WEXTEEHR G A 2
VRN EL SR, TR AXHNENHEFEA Ry AN ZBEA LIRS HS
FALFRAFATNEL R . REL R 2 HEGREHEL N — KN . LEHE L
WEZ bW LN FR MA R LG, ME, AXEH, LW ¥ E
WP ERMEANT 70 FZ/W.TEBBEFHEKRN 70 FZ 5. KTEZ(AHHE
FOCHEL L F)2:6-11 E(H BT H)1:15-20 F ey B8, WEAK (A%
BEVEIHLEBRE REZFEET ATHR AN EEL HRZT,
CHESLELF02:6-11 (/B W FHN1:1520 ER R P ER . E R ZFHWEE BN
RGBT AN TR, AX—FEHEEF(ARBTINR S FR,
REFFAZIHRMFREIRER T T 7 —F @RIECH L H)2:6-11
S5CH B W HN:15-20 HEATH KOG M, BAVMAKRAEHE L L. 5 #HE
SEVHLFE2. 60, TA— (D FREEAMET " (HRFEFH ).
19;2:9), AXHRBITTHF QAR R RELLFEANLIBET
FHE 5L P RS HF NP EEANT 0 FZHMERKRET.

[(XBAVRABZ G EEHNG S H WY « PE (B FE2:6-11:(KF
TP N1:15-20; 4 8 4 &)

—240—



(FRREFTENTENPEEM KIKE
REPNAAXBPREDS

(R YA 4 Z o6 3 U 3E b 37 T8 20 W1 B 48 B KA e 2R B
MARARNMBECEBEY EAEANTE)VFFEXRTNTEABEK, EHHR
B HZME, X EFHFZRE", FRLREWMH A5 H &
“RAETT AR ECRA AR BATHARAREHERLN T LR
L EEAREXTT 20 L2 60 FRWEEB(HEIHOAELEANN “F
FPREE., WHEAN RRABZESH U BEH"WERRARAAZE T B
FEHFHRARK  MATHNERE"WEREZI A TF”, & &
“RET. MW MENBEERAARET“RE" WAL, FELFTFET
T 7 X 2 BT DL 20 22 60 45X s N H3E B9 R B

[5% s3R I8 B 3k R A A0 % 5 2R B KA s AN AR 5 3B L

1970 £F, 3R/K - DIZEH R TR/ BRI ) 56 £ 97T B ) (Mr. Sammler’s
Planet) , - HMRF U FOREERE B, EXEB/NG S, N2 — R, HF
RUMR A AR ZMEOANE R, RS E R AR SR TN A
2970, XEMER 224 3K N 158, A2 2 I HE L RO KT R
FREERE o KRB RGN R X § PR BRI E N, By
SIS SR, (A RHIE B A5 L T AR 52 Wi 5 Bl 2 D226 78 S 38 /N 10 o 56 i i £

* o MR AEIRBUE K IMB BT

O Hb ENENGELRES e EMY AT, ERFENFRD, AL “BETZ
JnEFEE X (the South Side of Chicago)” s tbJ5 , WA SO HARE AL 85 X7 e 2, DAL F S 00l
VEAT S ) % A= #b, Zachary Leader, The Life of Saul Bellow: Love and Strife, 1965-2005 ( New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2018), 69.

@ Ruth Miller, Saul Bellow: A Biography of the Imagination (New York: St. Martin’s Press,
1991), 185-186.

—241—



JeuIsh scuoies
WA

i 2264 |
Mo HRCDL2EXS A 29 7O 1 R 18 EBAE T e X A I i VR L L 22 D M s B R R
7O, dit, /NR AR AT RE B S I AR R B AR IR ELERR S
SR RIT . X 5ERET 1969 4F 8 H (1969 £ 1 A &M BUN “MRES
20 HHH40 60 AR ARAILE D™ [/ N5 B (4R DL 2Rl 78 15 50 19 43 /KIS [E] 28 20 H-40 60
AR EERE 20 4D 60 SR FFHTREL L 19 32, it B MR T 1 20 4
SAELRA P — Rzt

B BREE R 77 5, A/ NG R AARIAEE S T — M EEEEN
KRNBHAR, N ENAFEE AT — N E VRSN T FrTEIIR - FROR
&) (Artur Sammler) , X > 24 7 HSCRS R Z L. IE AN FEAR D AN AN (32 21 B 0%
KBTS s BT — AU B4 5 BT ZR (Artur) OB,
TR S AR P I IS Sammler HS2 %8 M R (E B 0 it #iHiEFR =
THEEXZERE S RE, “Sammler A5 & —MEE IR, i S 64 R
—ZINKRN . ¥PL L B S g ) ot A= 22 7 M B B 6y A5 10 “ R e i 7 < 1l
(B LR RN S IR — T, i ] DLBS R Y — 55 2 NER R T BB &
EE—WBOEER AN o X — PR M H B R 3 2o Bl 4 D128
DCHEB/N R Y e g B, X PR T AN AR 2 1R B 9 R AR 5T, 1) P 5 (R B i
ZE W, # S — BRI B AR T .

FEFRERABEREL DL B B E K AR R R AFEEE 5
REHAR . HEELANZE 1848 FRIEBEREE, B T ILAA KRB R EE
5 Qs Rt 200 J7 LB A AT 1881—1924 R EEHC, &R
FEFERARNANEMR, FERERIEAAWIIEE GER TR 2, ek — P i EEE
ANAKRZOEEEGEFRHER . £/, g ES R iso i E 815

@ Gustavo Sanchez Canales, “Bellow’s Cityscape: Chicago and New York”, in The Cambridge
Com panion to Saul Bellow, ed. Victoria Aarons (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2017), 45.

@ M. J. Heale, The Sixties in America: History, Politics and Protest (Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press Ltd, 2001), 107.

®  Saul Bellow, Mr. Sammler’s Planet (London: Penguin Modern Classics, 2007), 68.

@  Gerald F. Manning, “The Humanizing: A Theme in Mr. Sammler’s Planet,” English Studies in
Canada , vol. 3, No. 2 (Summer 1977): 222.
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@  Saul Bellow, Mr. Sammler’s Planet , 45.
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@® TIrving Howe, World of Our Fathers—The Journey o f the East European Jews to America and
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®  Saul Bellow, Mr. Sammler’s Planet , 63.
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Saul Bellow, Mr. Sammler’s Planet , 63.
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© Irving Howe, World of Our Fathers—The Journey of the East European Jews to America and
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Writings of the Western Civilization Dilemma Reflected in the Interaction of
American Jewish Communities in Mr. Sammler’s Planet
LI Dong

Abstract: The distinct German Jews and Eastern European Jews in the cultural geography
of Manhattan, New York, are the two major Jewish groups that Bellow focuses on in Mr.
Sammler’s Planet. The author emphasizes the “vice” of the former, stressing the “goodness”
of the latter. In addition, Bellow, by underlining the ethical “chaos” caused by moral
corrosion of the former upon the latter, not only reproduces the historical reality of the
interaction between the two major Jewish communities, but also fundamentally concerns the
“disorder” dilemma presented by American (Western) society in the 1960s. Bellow believed
that the Jewish-Enlightenment-liberated German Jews were the Jewish representatives of the
Western Enlightenment, and their pursuit of “individuality” could easily lead to “chaos” and
“disorder”. Therefore, Bellow labeled German Jews as “evil” and ultimately hinted at the
reasons why Western civilization was in trouble in 1960s.

Key Words: German Jews, Vice, East European Jews, Individuality, Chaos
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